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Foreword 


T  HE  work  of  compiling  the  history  of  the  Town  of  Hartford, 
which  I  undertook  many  months  ago,  developed  into  a  truly  excit¬ 
ing  and  fascinating  experience.  Few  areas  are  as  rich  in  historical 
background  as  this  six  and  one  half  mile  square  of  fertile  land 
granted  to  a  few  adventurous  souls  in  1761.  My  one  regret  is  that  I 
spent  so  many  years  in  the  area  before  I  became  acquainted  with 
its  past. 

Originally  this  research  began  as  a  hobby  after  I  had  been  offered 
a  few  old  photographs  to  keep  or  reprint.  Displaying  these  old 
scenes  to  friends  brought  offers  of  additional  photographs  and  his¬ 
torical  material  and  soon  the  hobby  became  an  obsession.  It  did  not 
occur  to  me  then  that  some  day  I  might  publish  this  work.  The 
interest  shown  by  all  those  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  made  me 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  material  in  this  collection  was  equally 
fascinating  to  others  and  should  be  recorded  and  preserved  in  a 
more  permanent  form.  With  this  in  mind,  I  finally  decided  to  submit 
the  material  for  publication,  thus  making  it  available  to  the  citizens 
of  Hartford  for  their  information  and  pleasure. 

Nearly  all  the  photos  of  the  distant  past  were  taken  for  us  by 
the  professional  photographer.  This  limits  the  scope  of  the  early 
picture  records  as  the  commercial  photographer  took  only  pictures 
offering  a  ready  or  prospective  market.  Everyday  happenings  were 
seldom  recorded.  However  the  professional  photographer  of  the 
early  days  was  a  fine  artist  and  the  numerous  photographs  which 
have  been  made  available  to  me  have  been  remarkably  clear  and 
have  stood  well  the  test  of  time.  Having  photography  as  a  personal 
hobby  contributed  greatly  to  this  work  as  it  enabled  me  to  copy  old 
photographs  and  rare  material  to  include  in  this  volume. 

While  reproducing  records  of  the  past  I  was  able  to  get  a  copy  of 
the  original  charter  of  the  Town  of  Hartford  which  was  issued  by 
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Governor  Benning  Wentworth  of  New  Hampshire.  Two  years  after 
the  grant  was  made  King  George  III  declared  this  territory  to  be 
the  property  of  New  York.  This  action  nullified  the  charter.  The 
proprietors  found  it  necessary  to  petition  New  York  for  a  regrant. 
Copies  of  these  records  have  also  been  secured  and,  in  this  volume, 
actual  reproductions  of  these  papers  will  be  found. 

Here,  also,  are  the  highlights  of  Hartford  history — the  events, 
the  industries,  and  the  individuals  that  shaped  the  town  in  which 
we  live.  Here  are  recorded  some  of  its  social,  educational,  and  politi¬ 
cal  activities.  It  is  a  story  of  sturdy,  industrious  people,  who,  in  the 
past  two  hundred  and  two  years,  worked  our  farms,  built  our  high¬ 
ways,  established  our  churches,  erected  our  schools,  and  proudly 
looked  upon  the  township  of  Hartford  as  HOME. 

—  John  St.  Croix 
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Introduction 


DEVELOPMENTS  affecting  Hartford’s  history  started  as  early 
as  June  29,  1674,  when  King  Charles  II  issued  a  grant  for  the  colony 
of  New  York  to  his  brother,  James,  Duke  of  York,  including  “all 
the  land  from  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  to  the  east  side  of 
Delaware  Bay.” 

Five  years  later,  September  18,  1679,  the  Royal  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  was  established  by  Charles  II.  There  ensued  many 
boundary  disputes  between  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts 
which  were  finally  settled  in  1740  and  the  following  year  New 
Hampshire  had  its  own  governor  for  the  first  time.  He  was  Benning 
Wentworth  of  Portsmouth.  His  appointment  was  received  from 
King  George  II  on  July  8,  1741. 

Despite  the  boundary  indicated  in  the  grant  to  James,  Duke  of 
York,  establishing  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  River  as  the 
eastern  border  of  New  York,  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts  pushed  westward  to  within  approximately  twenty 
miles  of  the  Hudson  River.  Connecticut  established  its  western 
boundary  in  1684  and  Massachusetts  extended  its  western  claims 
to  coincide  with  that  of  Connecticut  in  1750. 

As  early  as  1749,  Governor  Wentworth  started  issuing  grants 
to  land  west  of  the  Connecticut  River.  Consequently  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  commission  from  King  George  III  setting  the  western 
boundary  of  New  Hampshire  as  the  point  where  it  meets  “our  other 
governments,”  Governor  Wentworth  emphasized  the  fact  that 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  were  His  Majesty’s  “other  govern¬ 
ments”  and  that  New  Hampshire’s  western  boundary  was  co-exist¬ 
ent  with  the  boundary  of  these  two  other  colonies. 

A  lengthy  correspondence  between  Governor  Wentworth  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Governor  Clinton  of  New  York,  who  protested 
against  these  grants  by  New  Hampshire,  ended  by  a  mutual  agree¬ 
ment  to  cease  granting  any  land  in  this  territory  until  the  dispute 
should  be  submitted  to  the  King  for  a  decision.  Disregarding  the 
agreement,  Governor  Wentworth  continued  to  make  grants  in  this 
territory  until  1754  when  war  between  England  and  France  brought 
colonization  activities  to  a  halt. 
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Many  of  the  colonists  crossed  this  territory  during  the  war  with 
France  and  when  the  war  ended  in  1760  this  land  was  much  sought 
after  by  settlers  and  speculators.  Hartford’s  grant  was  the  first 
along  the  Connecticut  River  to  be  issued  by  Governor  Wentworth 
after  the  war.  Land  in  this  territory  had  been  promised  to  the  loyal 
subjects  of  New  Hampshire  as  a  reward  for  their  services  to  the 
Crown  but  the  opportunities  to  sell  this  land  to  outsiders  for  a 
good  fee  were  too  tempting,  and  the  New  Hampshire  residents  were 
overlooked  or  disregarded  by  the  Governor  who  asserted  that  the 
land  they  were  already  holding  had  been  poorly  cultivated  and  the 
outside  applicants  were  far  more  capable.  Many  of  the  proprietors 
were  speculators  with  no  intention  of  migrating  to  their  newly 
acquired  lands.  They  searched  for  buyers  immediately  after  secur¬ 
ing  their  grants. 

The  rapidity  with  which  Governor  Wentworth  began  issuing 
grants  as  far  west  as  Lake  Champlain  and  within  twenty  miles  of 
the  Hudson  River  alarmed  the  New  York  authorities  who  again 
asserted  New  York’s  rights  to  the  land  by  reason  of  the  grant  to  the 
Duke  of  York.  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  of  New  York  issued 
an  order  that  the  names  of  all  persons  holding  New  Hampshire 
grants  west  of  the  Connecticut  River  be  reported  to  him.  Governor 
Wentworth  proclaimed  New  York’s  claims  to  be  obsolete  and  advised 
the  settlers  to  disregard  them  and  to  continue  to  cultivate  and 
improve  their  lands. 

The  New  York  Lieutenant  Governor  then  submitted  a  petition 
to  the  King  for  a  decision  concerning  the  controversy.  He  accom¬ 
panied  this  petition  with  supporting  papers  directing  the  King’s 
attention  to  the  superiority  of  the  Hudson  River  over  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  as  a  means  for  transporting  the  products  of  the  region.  He  also 
made  claim  that  those  already  on  the  land  preferred  New  York  rule 
to  that  of  New  Hampshire.  To  further  influence  the  King’s  decision 
in  his  favor  he  made  reference  to  the  fact  that  the  New  Hampshire 
grants  provided  for  the  payment  of  one  shilling  annually  to  the 
King  for  every  hundred  acres  while,  by  comparison,  grants  issued 
by  New  York  provided  for  two  shillings  annually  for  the  same 
amount  of  land. 

On  July  20,  1764  King  George  III  declared  the  eastern  boundary 
of  New  York  to  be  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut  River  and  that 
the  colony  of  New  Hampshire  should  no  longer  have  any  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  any  of  the  land  west  of  the  Connecticut. 
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The  term  to  be  in  this  decision  led  to  two  different  interpreta¬ 
tions — the  colonist  declaring  that  it  meant  that  New  York’s  juris¬ 
diction  commenced  as  of  that  date  and  that  their  Charter,  having 
been  issued  by  an  approved  Governor  of  one  of  His  Majesty’s 
colonies,  was  valid  and  binding.  The  New  York  authorities  stated 
that  the  King’s  decision  upheld  the  original  grant  to  James,  Duke 
of  York,  and  that  their  jurisdiction  dated  from  the  establishment 
of  New  York  as  a  colony.  This  created  ill  feeling  initially  between 
the  proprietors  and  the  New  York  government. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York  within  a  short  time 
requested  the  surrender  of  all  New  Hampshire  grants  for  this 
territory  to  be  exchanged  for  regrants  or  Letters  Patent  from  New 
York. 

The  residents  of  Hartford  selected  Oliver  Willard  of  Hartland, 
Vermont,  as  their  agent  to  conduct  negotiations  with  New  York 
for  a  regrant.  A  petition  was  submitted  to  the  New  York  authori¬ 
ties  signed  by  the  inhabitants  and  presented  by  Oliver  Willard  on 
October  31st,  1765.  In  this  petition  the  proprietors  stated  that  there 
were  thirty  inhabitants  in  actual  possession  of  the  land  and  that 
they  were  desirous  to  secure  their  properties,  possessions,  and  im¬ 
provements  by  obtaining  a  grant  of  the  same  under  the  seal  of 
New  York. 

A  Council  was  held  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  Wednesday, 
November  12,  1766,  with  his  excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  presiding. 
A  regrant  was  approved  with  the  stipulations  that  the  name  of  the 
township  should  be  called  Ware,  which  was  designated  as  being 
in  Cumberland  County,  New  York.  All  land  issued  to  Daniel 
Warner,  Joseph  Newmarch,  Thomas  Bell,  and  Samuel  Wentworth 
were  to  remain  vested  in  the  Crown  as  no  improvements  had  been 
made  on  these  shares.  The  New  York  authorities  further  requested 
that  a  person  of  sufficient  ability  enter  into  bond  to  the  King  in 
the  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds  and  that  each  proprietor  be 
required  to  pay  his  proportionate  share  of  all  fees  and  charges. 

The  records  of  the  Township  show  the  cost  for  the  original 
Charter  plus  surveying  to  be  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds — 
amounting  to  approximately  three  pounds  for  each  grantee.  This 
exorbitant  demand  on  the  part  of  New  York  for  two  thousand 
pounds  was  resented  by  the  settlers  and  no  immediate  attempt  was 
made  to  comply.  It  was  not  until  1772  that  further  mention  of  the 
Charter  and  the  request  for  a  regrant  was  mentioned.  Having  had 
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difficulty  raising  the  money  to  satisfy  New  York’s  demands,  the 
proprietors  secured  funds  from  Thomas  Hazen,  through  his  son, 
Joshua,  in  exchange  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land.  Another  meet¬ 
ing  was  called  and  Jonathan  Burtch  was  appointed  agent  to  repre¬ 
sent  Hartford  in  another  appeal  for  a  regrant. 

At  this  time  one  hundred  and  twenty  settlers  now  owned  land 
and,  Sir  Henry  Moore,  who  presided  over  the  first  council  meeting, 
had  died ;  therefore  it  was  felt  that  a  new  appeal  might  secure  more 
lenient  terms. 

When  he  left  Hartford,  Jonathan  Burtch  took  the  Town’s  orig¬ 
inal  Charter  with  him.  He  presented  the  petition  to  the  New  York 
authorities  on  April  1,  1772. 

Another  council  meeting  was  held  April  8,  1772,  with  His  Ex¬ 
cellency,  William  Tryon,  Governor  of  New  York,  presiding. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  gave  the  proprietors  the  right  to 
retain  the  name  of  Hartford.  All  lands  formerly  vested  in  the 
Crown  due  to  lack  of  improvements  were  released  to  the  inhabitants 
except  land  specifically  set  aside  for  Governor  Benning  Wentworth. 
The  same  fee  of  two  thousand  pounds  was  set  as  the  cost  for  com¬ 
pleting  the  transaction. 

The  mission  was  a  failure.  Mystery  veils  the  cause.  In  justice  to 
Jonathan  Burtch,  he  did  present  the  petition  and,  no  doubt,  retained 
the  Charter  and  money  entrusted  to  him  until  he  knew  definitely  the 
terms  to  be  applied  to  the  transaction.  Something  went  wrong  but 
Jonathan  Burtch  did  not  make  any  statement  concerning  the  matter. 
Early  history  states  that  he  “either  surrendered  the  Charter  to 
New  York  authorities  or  disposed  of  it  unauthorizedly”.  New  York 
never  issued  a  regrant  and  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  Charter. 
Jonathan  Burtch  returned  with  no  Charter  and  no  Regrant.  The 
only  conclusion  that  could  be  reached  is  that  the  Charter  may  have 
been  damaged,  lost  or  destroyed  and  without  the  surrender  of  the 
Charter  the  transaction  could  not  be  concluded.  Having  had  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  probable  fee  set  for  the  regrant  from  the  results  of  the 
former  council  meeting  lack  of  sufficient  funds  could  not  have  been 
involved.  It  would  seem  improbable  that  Jonathan  Burtch  would 
have  been  sent  on  his  mission  without  the  necessary  money.  This 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that  something  definitely  happened  to  the 
Charter  preventing  Jonathan  Burtch  from  surrendering  it  to  New 
York  as  required. 


xiv 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


Jonathan  Burtch  was  threatened  with  legal  action  if  he  did  not 
return  the  Charter.  This  he  did  not  do — perhaps  because  he  could 
not  do  it — but  records  do  not  reveal  that  he  was  ever  subjected  to 
any  legal  proceedings. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  trouble  between  the  colonies  and 
Great  Britain  reached  feverish  heat  and  the  small  local  problems 
became  overshadowed  by  the  defense  of  the  liberties  these  colonies 
valued  against  the  impositions  of  taxes,  limitations,  and  stipula¬ 
tions  that  the  British  government  sought  to  impose  upon  its 
subjects. 

War  with  England  soon  followed  resulting  in  the  colonies  secur¬ 
ing  their  independence.  In  1777  boundary  settlements  were  made 
and  Vermont  established  herself  as  an  independent  colony.  After 
fourteen  years  of  independent  rule  application  was  made  for  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  Union  and  Vermont  became  the  fourteenth  state  on 
March  4,  1791. 

Commencing  with  the  Charter  and  the  dispute  between  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  the  following  pages  contain  in  photo¬ 
graphs  and  written  history  scenes  and  events  in  the  lives  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  area  up  to  the  present  day. 

Organizing  this  book  and  arranging  the  contents  has  presented 
a  difficult  problem.  The  lives  of  individuals  and  the  history  of  the 
various  business  enterprises  in  most  cases  included  the  same  era 
in  the  text  and  a  definite  plan  for  continuity  had  to  be  determined. 

An  attempt  was  first  made  to  separate  the  villages  but  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  many  items  pertained  to  the  entire  Township 
and  could  not  be  delegated  to  any  specific  village. 

The  present  form  seemed  more  logical.  The  contents  of  the  book 
are  arranged  in  chronological  order  according  to  the  year  in  which 
the  individual  moved  to  Hartford,  entered  his  public  career,  or 
attained  prominence.  The  business  concerns  are  arranged  by  the 
year  of  their  organization.  Interspersed  in  order  are  the  historic 
events  that  occurred  throughout  the  years.  Thus,  starting  with  the 
Charter,  the  history  moves  on  in  an  orderly  fashion  to  the  present 
day  closing  with  town  planning,  urban  renewal,  and  a  current  map 
of  the  Township. 
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The  following  pages  contain  copies  of  the 
Historical  Documents  of  the  Town  of 
Hartford  as  they  appear  in  the  official  files 
of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York. 

To  facilitate  reading,  the  exact  wording 
of  these  papers  appear  in  printed  form  im¬ 
mediately  after  each  document. 
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By  the  Grace  of  GOD,  of  Great-  Britain  ,'F ranee  and 


i 


1 


Ireland,  KING,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &C. 

■  •  ' 

To  allPtrfmi  io  whom  tbefs  Prefents  fhall  comet  Greeting. 


.  , 

...  ,  ■ 


-  - 


HflH  IHBHP 

r  NOW  ye,  that  We  of  Our  fpecial  Grace,  certain  Knowledge, 

x  sad  meer  Mete,  for  the  due  Encouragement  of  fettling  a  Afcw  P4ux- 
tatim  within  our  faid  Province,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  our 
.  Trudy  and  Well-beloved  BENNING  WENTWORTH,  Efq;  Our 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  faid  Province  of  New-Hampshire 
in  Nrw-England,  and  of  our  Councu,  of  the  laid  Province;  HAVE  upon  the 
Conditions  and  Refervatiotw  herein  after  made,  given  and  granted,  and  by  thefe 
Prefents,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and  Succeffors,  do  give  and  grant  in  equal  Shares, 
unto  Our  loving  $uh§e&s,  Inhabitants  of  Our  faid  Province  of  New-Hampjhire, 
and  Our  other  Governments,  and  to  their  Heirs  and  AlTigns  for  ever,  whofe 
Names  are  entred  on  this  Grant,  to  be  divided  to  and  among#  them  into  </>/y 
ft  jM  ~~  *  —  —  equal  Shares,  all  that  Tra<ft  or  Parcel  of  Land 

fituate,  lying  and  being  within  our  faid  Province  of  New-Hampjhire ,  containing  by 
Admeafurcracnt,  -3~~  - ■ 

'■w~ -  Acres,  which  Trad:  is  to  contain  Sx 

fquare,  and  no  more ;  out 

of  which  an  Allowance  is  to  be  made  for  High  Ways  and  unimprovable  Lands  by 
'  Rocks,  Ponds,  Mountains  and  Rivers,  One  Thoufand  and  Forty  Acres  free,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Plan  and  Survey  thereof,  made  by  Our  faid  Governor’s  Order,  and 
returned  into  the  Secretary’s  Office,  and  hereunto  annexed,  butted  and  bounded 


as  follows.  Viz,  /$  Cj  >/» /* **• f 


MU  MS  /S.  ///Yc 


//* 


’■> (if  Pnfi  fsM'M  Fft  fix  /y  G$  "T  W  <  / 

s<J  x,  U  ,  e  \  ^  j,  /  ,/  /\ 

'*■«//•  /,V  Shifcf  A»  /?  A/  r*H  ft*r  y?A-  fft/ii  /„'  m  t  f/f<  >  W*  •  ■*>  •'/ 

ft  *  /**  /***+'  /£*****>*  I»t4  .  V f  /•'<  > 

*  t  .  v  .. 


*./<,>*<**  vs/s,  .  ■/,*  -,y  V 


m  Ip 


. 

- t  > 


And  that  the  feme  be,  and  hereby  is  Incorporated  inter  a  Townfhip  by  the  Name  of 
ft  >i  r  /  f  rt ?  And  the  Inhabitants  that  do  or  fhall  hereafter 

inhabit  tne  faid  Townfhip,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  Enfranchized  with  and 
Intiiled  to  all  and  every  the  Priviledges  and  Immunities  that  other  Towns  within 
Our  Province  by  Law  Exercife  and  Enjoy :  And  further,  that  the  faid  Town  as 
ibon  as  there  ibali  be  Fifty  Families  refident  and  fettled  thereon,  thall  have  the 
Liberty  of  holding  Two  Fairs ,  one  of  which  fhall  be  held  on  the 

And  the  other  on  the 

annually,  which  Fairs  are  not  to  continue  longer  than  the 
Afpdffive  following  the  faid 

«4  that  as  Cooa  as  the  faid  Town  fhall  confift  of  Fifty  Families,  a  Market  may  be 
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tspencA  and  kept  one  or  more  &r»  ifc  each  Week,  as  may  be  thought  tod! 
advantagious  to  the  Inhabitants.  Aifo,  that  the  firft  Meeting  for  the  Choice  of 
Town  Officers*  agreable  to  the  Laws  of  our  faid  Province,  (ball  be  held  on  the 

Cm/  /m  n»*  a  nil ,  /f< rL  which  faid  Meeting 

fhall  he  Notified  by  //?  ’''ft*  ft  /{ 6%  n  >  <'/st  ,  who  is  hereby 

aifo  appointed  the  Moderator  of  the  fetd  firft  Meeting,  winch  he  is  to  Notify  and 
Govern  agreable  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  Our  (aid  Province  ;  and  that  the 
annual  Meeting  for  ever  hereafter  for  the  Choke  of  fuch  Officers  for  the  faid 

Town,  (hall  be  en  the  <&,*(>'}>  ,,  — - «,  of  March  annually. 

To  HAVE  and  to  HOLD  the  laid  Tra&  of  Land  as  above  exprefTed,  together  with 
all  Privileges  and  Appurtenances,  to  them  and  their  refpe&ive  Heirs  and  Affigns 
forever,  upon  the  following  Conditions,  viz. 

I.  That  every  Grantee,  his  Heirs  or  Affigns  fhali  plant  and  cultivate  five  Acres 
of  Land  within  the  Term  of  five  Years  for  every  fifty  Acres  contained  in  his  or 
their  Share  or  Proportion  of  Land  in  laid  Townfhip,  and  continue  to  improve  and 
fettle  the  fame  by  additional  Cultivations,  on  Penalty  of  the  Forfeitureof  his  Grant 
or  Share  in  the  faid  Townfhip,  and  of  its  reverting  to  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Succefibw, 
to  be  by  Us  or  Them  Re-grantcd  to  fuch  of  Our  Subjects  as  fhall  efifc&uaity  fettle 
and  cultivate  the  fame. 

II.  That  all  white  and  other  Pine  Trees  within  the  (aid  Townfhip,  fit  for 
Mailing  Our  Royal  Navy,  be  carefully  preferved  for  that  Ufe,  and  none  to  be  cut 
or  felled  without  Our  fpcctal  Licence  for  fo  doing  firft  had  and  obtained,  upon  the 
Penalty  of  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Right  of  fuch  Grantee,  his  Heirs  and  Affigns,  to 
Us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  as  well  as  being  fubjetft  to  the  Penalty  of  any  A#  t4 
or  AOs  of  Parliament  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  (hall  be  EaaOed. 

III.  That  before  any  Divifion  of  the  Land  be  made  to  and  among  the  Grantees, 
a  TraO  of  Land  as  near  the  Centre  of  the  faid  Townfhip  as  the  Land  wiU  admit 
of,  (hall  be  referred  and  marked  out  for  Town  Lots,  one  of  which  fhall  be  allotted 
to  each  Grantee  of  the  Contents  of  one  Acre. 

IV.  Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeilbrs  for  the  Space 
of  ten  Years,  to  be  computed  from  the  Date  hereof,  the  Rent  of  one  Ear  of 
Indian  Corn  only,  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December  annually,  if  lawfully  de* 
martded,  the  firft  Payment  to  be  made  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December.  ty(i*Z 

V.  Every  Proprietor,  Settler  or  Inhabitant,  fhall  yield  and  pay  unto  Us,  oar 
Heirs  and  Succefibrs  yearly,  and  every  Year  forever,  from  and  after  the  Expiration 
of  ten  Years  from  the  abovefaid  twenty- fifth  Day  of  December,  namely,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  Day  of  December ,  whkh  will  be  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  17  y*i 
One  /billing  Proclamation  Money  for  every  Hundred  Acres  he  fo  owns,  fettles  car 
pofi*efies,pand  fo  in  Proportion  for  a  greater  or  leffer  TraCt  of  the  (aid  Land  $  which 
Money  fhall  be  paid  by  the  refpc&ive  Pcrfons  abovefaid,  their  Heirs  or  Affigns, 
in  our  Council  Chamber  in  Portjmoutb ,  or  to  fuch  Officer  or  Officers  as  ffiaU  be 
appointed  to  receive  the  fame  j  and  this  to  be  in  Lieu  of  all  other  Rents  and 
Services  whatfoever. 

In  Teftimony  whereof  we  have  caufed  the  Seal  of  our  faid  Province  to  be 
hereunto  affixed.  Witncfs  BENNING  WENTWORTH,  Efq}  Our  Governor 
and  Co 


By  H 

With  Advice  of  Co  viici^ 

j  . /  n. 
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South  60  degrees  East  6  miles 


White  River 


forth 
34  degrees 


East 

7  miles 


O' 


North  68  degrees 
West  7  miles 


Indian.  River 
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Province  of  New  Hampshire,  July  5th,  1761 
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Recorded  from  the  back  of  the  Original 


Charter  of  Hartford  under  the  Province 
Seal 

Attest:  Theodore  Atkinson,  Sec*  jr 
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Charter  of  the  Town  of  Hartford 

PROVINCE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

G  E  0  R  G  E  the  Third, 

By  the  Grace  of  GOD,  of  Great-Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  KING,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

To  all  Persons  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting. 

KNOW  ye,  that  We  of  Our  special  Grace,  certain  Knowledge,  and  meer 
Motion,  for  the  due  Encouragement  of  settling  a  New  Plantation  within  our 
said  Province,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  our  Trusty  and  Well-beloved 
BENNING  WENTWORTH,  Esq.;  Our  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of 
Our  said  Province  of  New-Hampshire  in  New-England,  and  of  our  Council 
of  the  said  Province;  HAVE  upon  the  Conditions  and  Reservations  herein 
after  made,  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  Presents,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and 
Successors,  do  give  and  grant  in  equal  Shares,  unto  Our  loving  Subjects, 
Inhabitants  of  Our  said  Province  of  New-Hampshire,  and  Our  other  Govern¬ 
ments,  and  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever,  whose  Names  are  entred  on 
this  Grant,  to  be  divided  to  and  amongst  them  into  Sixty  Eight  equal  Shares, 
all  that  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land  situate,  lying  and  being  within  our  said 
Province  of  New-Hampshire,  containing  by  Admeasurement  Twenty  Seven 
Thousand  Acres,  which  Tract  is  to  contain  Six  Miles  &  one  half  Mile  square, 
and  no  more;  out  of  which  an  Allowance  is  to  be  made  for  High  Ways  and 
unimprovable  Lands  by  Rocks,  Ponds,  Mountains  and  Rivers,  One  Thousand 
and  Forty  Acres  free,  according  to  a  Plan  and  Survey  thereof,  made  by  Our 
said  Governor’s  Order,  and  returned  into  the  Secretary’s  Office,  and  hereunto 
annexed,  butted  and  bounded  as  follows,  Viz. 

Beginning  at  a  White  Pine  Tree  marked  Opposite  to  the  South  West  Corner 
of  Labanon  cros  the  river  Connecticut,  from  thence  North  Sixty  Eight  de¬ 
grees  West  Seven  Miles,  from  thence  North  Thirty  four  Degrees  East  Seven 
Miles,  from  thence  South  Sixty  Degrees  East  Six  Miles  to  a  Hemlock  Tree 
marked  at  the  Head  of  White  River  falls  from  thence  Down  the  river  to  the 
first  Bound  mentioned 

And  that  the  same  be,  and  hereby  is  Incorporated  into  a  Township  by  the 
Name  of  Hartford  And  the  Inhabitants  that  do  or  shall  hereafter  inhabit  the 
said  Township,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  Enfranchized  with  and  Intitled  to 
all  and  every  the  Priviledges  and  Immunities  that  other  Towns  within  Our 
Province  by  Law  Exercise  and  Enjoy:  And  further,  that  the  said  Town  as 
soon  as  there  shall  be  Fifty  Families  resident  and  settled  thereon,  shall  have 
the  Liberty  of  holding  Two  Fairs,  one  of  which  shall  be  held  on  the 

And  the  other  on  the 

annually,  which  Fairs  are  not  to  continue  longer  than  the  respective 
following  the  said 

and  that  as  soon  as  the  said  Town  shall  consist  of  Fifty  Families,  a  Market 
may  be  opened  and  kept  one  or  more  Days  in  each  Week,  as  may  be  thought 
most  advantageous  to  the  Inhabitants.  Also,  that  the  first  Meeting  for  the 
Choice  of  Town  Officers,  agreable  to  the  Laws  of  our  said  Province,  shall  be 
held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  August  next  which  said  Meeting  shall  be 
Notified  by  Mr.  John  Baldwin  who  is  hereby  also  appointed  the  Moderator  of 
the  said  first  Meeting,  which  he  is  to  Notify  and  Govern  agreable  to  the  Laws 
and  Customs  of  Our  said  Province;  and  that  the  annual  Meeting  for  ever 
hereafter  for  the  Choice  of  such  Officers  for  the  said  Town,  shall  be  on  the 
Second  Tuesday  of  March  annually,  To  HAVE  and  to  HOLD  the  said  Tract 
of  Land  as  above  expressed,  together  with  all  Privileges  and  Appurtenances, 
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to  them  and  their  respective  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever,  upon  the  following 
Conditions,  viz. 

I.  That  every  Grantee,  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  shall  plant  and  cultivate  five 
Acres  of  Land  within  the  Term  of  five  Years  for  every  fifty  Acres  contained 
in  his  or  their  Share  or  Proportion  of  Land  in  said  Township,  and  continue 
to  improve  and  settle  the  same  by  additional  Cultivations,  on  Penalty  of  the 
Forfeiture  of  his  Grant  or  Share  in  the  said  Township,  and  of  its  reverting 
to  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  to  be  by  Us  or  Them  Re-granted  to  such  of 
Our  Subjects  as  shall  effectually  settle  and  cultivate  the  same. 

II.  That  all  white  and  other  Pine  Trees  within  the  said  Township,  fit  for 
Masting  Our  Royal  Navy,  be  carefully  preserved  for  that  Use,  and  none  to 
be  cut  or  felled  without  Our  special  Licence  for  so  doing  first  had  and 
obtained,  upon  the  Penalty  of  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Right  of  such  Grantee, 
his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  to  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  as  well  as  being 
subject  to  the  Penalty  of  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  that  now  are,  or 
hereafter  shall  be  Enacted. 

III.  That  before  any  Division  of  the  Land  be  made  to  and  among  the 
Grantees,  a  Tract  of  Land  as  near  the  Centre  of  the  said  Township  as  the 
Land  will  admit  of,  shall  be  reserved  and  marked  out  for  Town  Lots,  one  of 
which  shall  be  allotted  to  each  Grantee  of  the  Contents  of  one  Acre. 

IV.  Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors  for  the 
Space  of  ten  Years,  to  be  computed  from  the  Date  hereof,  the  Rent  of  one 
Ear  of  Indian  Corn  only,  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December  annually,  if 
lawfully  demanded,  the  first  Payment  to  be  made  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of 
December,  1762. 

V.  Every  Proprietor,  Settler  or  Inhabitant,  shall  yield  and  pay  unto  Us, 
our  Heirs  and  Successors  yearly,  and  every  Year  forever,  from  and  after  the 
Expiration  of  ten  Years  from  the  abovesaid  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December, 
namely,  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December,  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of 
Our  Lord  1772  One  shilling  Proclamation  Money  for  every  Hundred  Acres  he 
so  owns,  settles  or  possesses,  and  so  in  Proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  Tract 
of  the  said  Land;  which  Money  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  Persons  above- 
said,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns,  in  our  Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth,  or  to 
such  Officer  or  Officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same;  and  this 
to  be  in  Lieu  of  all  other  Rents  and  Services  whatsoever. 

In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  Seal  of  our  said  Province  to  be 
hereunto  affixed.  Witness  BENNING  WENTWORTH,  Esq;  Our  Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Our  said  Province,  the  fourth  Day  of  July  In 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  CHRIST,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty  one 
And  in  the  First  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

B.  Wentworth 


By  His  EXCELLENCY’S  Command, 
With  Advice  of  Council, 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Sec’y 


Province  of  New  Hampshire,  July  5,  1761 
Recorded  from  the  Back  of  the  Original 
Charter  of  Hartford  under  the  Province 
Seal 

Attest:  Theodore  Atkinson,  Sec’y 
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The  Names  of  the  Grantees  of  Hartford 


Prince  T racy 
William  Clark 
Oliver  Bruster 
Samuel  Terry 
Eleazer  Hebard 
Benjamin  Wright 
Samuel  Terry,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Gillit 
Silas  Phelps 
Daniel  Newcomb 
Jonathan  Cumins 
Joseph  Martin 
Samuel  Porter 
Nathan  Waldow 
Daniel  Pomroy 
Oliver  Booth 
Jonathan  Martin,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Warner 
Elijah  Bingham 
Elisha  Doubleday,  Jr. 
Thomas  Tracy 


Nathaniel  Holbrook,  Jr. 
Elias  Frink 
William  Young,  Jr. 
Joshua  Pomroy 
Eliphalet  Phelps 
Joshua  Wright,  Jr. 
John  Spencer,  Jr. 
Samuel  Williams 
Caleb  Howard 
Caleb  Owen 
Timothy  Clark 
Daniel  Reddington 
J anies  N ewcomb 
Aaron  Fish 
E phr aim  T erry 
Eleazer  Fitch,  3rd 
James  Flint 
John  Rounday 
John  Baldwin,  Jr. 
William  Alld 
Hezekiah  Huntington 


Nathaniel  Clark 
Gideon  Flint 
Elijah  Bibins 
Benjamin  Wright,  Jr. 
Joseph  Follet 
Rowland  Powell,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Simons 
Gideon  Bingham,  Jr. 
Benjamin  Whitney 
Gideon  Hebard 
John  Baldwin 
Joseph  Blanchard 
Daniel  Newcomb 
Benjamin  Whitney 
Daniel  Warner,  Esq. 
Joseph  Newmarch,  Esq. 
Thomas  Bell,  Esq. 

William  Temple 
Samuel  Wentworth 

of  Boston 


One  whole  Share  for  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  one  whole  Share  for  a  Glebe  for  Church  of  England 
as  by  Law  Established,  one  whole  Share  for  the  first  Settled  Minister  of  the 
Gospel,  one  Share  for  the  Benefit  of  a  School  in  said  Town.  His  Excellency 
Benning  Wentworth,  Esq.  Five  Hundred  Acres  to  be  laid  out  as  marked  in 
the  Plan 


Province  of  New  Hampshire,  July  5th,  1761 
Recorded  from  the  Back  of  the  original 
Charter  of  Hartford  under  the  Province 
Seal 

Theodore  Atkinson,  Sec’y 
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1765 — Petition  of  the  Town  of  Hartford — No.  60 

1766 — November  12 — Read  and  referred  to  a  Com’ee  and  reported  and  granted 
to  the  Original  Grantees  excepting  4  shares — and  the  usual  Reservation  for 
publick  uses 


To  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  Over  his  Majesty’s  Province  of  New  York  and  the 
Territories  their  to  Depending  in  America  &C : 

In  Council 

The  Petition  of  Oliver  Willard  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Township  of  Hartford 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  their  is  a  Certain  Tract  of  Land  now  lying  in  this  Province,  lately 
called  by  the  name  of  Hartford,  Beginning  (on  the  Banks  of  Connecticut 
River)  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  Township  of  Hartford  and  from 
thence  Extends  up  the  River  to  the  South  East  Corner  of  Norwich,  from 
thence  Extends  Westerly  until  the  full  Contents  of  six  Miles  Square  is  In¬ 
cluded,  as  the  Charter  and  Plan  of  said  Township  may  appear  Reference 
thereto,  that  your  Petitioners  are  the  sole  Proprietors  of  the  same,  That  there 
is  Thirty  Inhabitants  now  in  Actuell  Possession  of  said  Township, — that  they 
hold  the  same  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire;  That 
they  supposed  their  Title  to  be  good  until  a  Resolve  of  the  King  and  his 
Majesty’s  Privy  Council  Came  to  hand  ordering  the  West  Bank  of 
Connecticut  River  to  be  the  Boundary  Lines  between  this  Province  and  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire.  That  they  are  Desireous  to  secure  their  Proper¬ 
ties,  Possessions  and  Improvements  by  Obtaining  a  Grant  of  the  same  under 
the  Seal  of  this  Province.  Your  Petitioners  therefore  who  have  been  at  a 
great  Expence  in  Purchasing,  Survaying,  Dividing  and  Improving  said  Land, 
humbly  Prays,  that  in  Consideration  of  these  Cause,  that  your  Honours  will 
be  Pleased  by  his  Majesty’s  Letters  Pattent  to  Grant  unto  your  Petitioners 
their  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever,  the  aforesaid  Lands,  the  number  of  Acres 
mentioned  in  their  Grant  from  New  Hampshire,  on  such  Terms  as  your 
Honours  shall  think  Just  and  that  the  same  erected  into  a  Township  by  the 
name  of  Hartford  and  that  the  same  be  Invested  with  such  Powers  and 
Priviledges  as  other  Towns  in  this  Province  have  and  do  Enjoy, 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in 
Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 

OL’R  WILLARD 

New  York  31st  of  October  1765 


Prince  Tracy — Power  . 

William  Clark — Deed  . 

Oliver  Bruster — Deed  . 

Samuel  Terry — Deed  . 

Eleazer  Hebard  . 

Benjamin  Wright — Power  . 

Samuel  Terry,  Jr. — Power  . 

Ebenezer  Gillit — Power  . 

Silas  Phelps  . 

Daniel  Newcomb — Deed  . 

Jonathan  Commings  Webster 
Joseph  Martin  . 


Prince  Tracy 
Benj’n  Wright 
.Benj’n  Burtch 
Joseph  Marsh 
Eleazer  Hebard 


Samuel  Terry,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Gillit 
Silas  Phelps 
Geo.  &  Athbell  Smith 
Jonathan  Commings 
Joseph  Martin 
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John  Benne 


Samuel  Porter — Deed  . Stephen  Tilden 

Nathan  Waldow  . Nathan  Waldow 

Daniel  Pomroy — Deed  . Benajah  Strong 

Oliver  Booth — Deed  . Elisha  Marsh 

Jonathan  Martin — Power  . Jonathan  Martin 

Nathaniel  Warner — Deed  to  . John  Baldwin 

Elijah  Bingham — Deed  . 

Elijah  Doubleday — Deed  . 

Thomas  Tracy  . Thomas  Tracy 

Nathaniel  Holbrook,  Jr.  Letter  . Nathaniel  Holbrook,  Jr. 

Elias  Frink — Deed  . Noah  Dewey,  Jr. 

Wm.  Young,  Jr. — Deed  . Wm.  Bramble 

Joshua  Pomroy — Deed  . Solomon  Strong 

Eliphalet  Phelps  . Eliphalet  Phelps 

Joshua  Wight,  Jr . Joshua  Wight 

John  Spencer,  Jr. — Deed  . Humphre  Ball 

Samuel  Williams — Power  . Samuel  Williams 

Caleb  Howard — Deed  . j 


Jonathan  Marsh 


Caleb  Owen — Deed  . 

Timothy  Clark — Deed  . Walter  Woodworth 

Daniel  Redington — Deed  Elijah  Frink  . Amos  Robbinson 

James  Newcomb — Deed  . Christopher  Pease 

Aaron  Fitch  . Aaron  Fitch 

Ephraim  Terry — Power  . Ephraim  Terry 

Eleazer  Fitch,  3d  . Eleazer  Fitch 

James  Flint — Deed  . 

John  Roundy — Deed  . Rufus  Baldwin 

John  Baldwin,  Jr. — Power  . John  Baldwin,  Jr. 

William  Alld  . William  Alld 

Hezekiah  Hunting — Deed  . Daniel  Pinneo 

Nathan  Clark — Deed  . Elijah  Strong 

Gideon  Flint  . Gideon  Flint 

Elijah  Bebbins  . Elijah  Bebbins 

Benjamin  Wright,  Jr . Benjamin  Wright,  Jr. 

Joseph  Follett  . Joseph  Follett 

Rowland  Powel,  Jr . Rowland  Powel 

Jonathan  Simonds — Deed  Joseph  Hutchinson  . Wm.  Clark 

Gideon  Bingham — Deed  . Solomon  Allin 

Benjamin  Whitney — Deed  John  Bennet  . 

John  Baldwin, — Power  John  Baldwin  . 

Gideon  Hebard — Deed  . Ebenezer  Gillet 

Joseph  Blanchard  Griffith  .  /  ~  ~  .„.  ,, 

David  Newcomb  . I  Samuel  Grlffeth 

Elihu  Hide — Power  . Elihu  Hide 

Elisha  Wright — Power  . Elisha  Wright 

Daniel  Warner  Esqr — Power . Daniel  Warner 

Joseph  Newmarch  Esqr — Power  . Joseph  Newmarch 

Thomas  Bell  Esqr — Power . Thomas  Bell 

Samuel  Wentworth — Power  . Samuel  Wentworth 

If  the  above  names  are  all  put  into  the  Pattent — there  will  be  some  that  will 
have  more  than  what  they  now  own  except  it  is  granted  according  to  claim. 
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Several  petitions  were  considered  at  this  Council.  The  two  petitions  on  this  page 
do  not  apply  to  Hartford.  Hartford’s  petition  appears  on  the  following  page. 
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Council  Meeting — 1766 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  Wednesday 
the  twelfth  day  of  November  1766 

Present 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain,  General,  etc. 


Mr.  Horsmanden 
Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Apthorpe 


Mr.  Reade 

>- 

Mr.  Morris 


The  Petition  of  Oliver  Willard,  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  and  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Township  of  Hartford,  was  presented  to  the  Board  and  read, 
setting  forth,  that  there  is  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  lying  in  this  Province, 
lately  called  by  the  name  of  Hartford;  Beginning  on  the  Bank  of  Connecticut 
River  and  at  the  Northeast  Corner  of  the  Township  of  Hartford,  and  from 
thence  extends  up  the  River  to  the  Southeast  Corner  of  Norwich;  from  thence 
extends  Westerly  until  the  full  Contents  of  Six  Miles  Square  is  included;  that 
the  Petitioners  are  the  sole  Proprietors  of  the  same;  that  there  is  thirty 
inhabitants  now  in  actual  Possession  of  said  Township;  that  they  hold  the 
same  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire;  That  they 
supposed  their  Title  to  be  good  until  the  Order  of  the  King  in  his  Privy 
Council  came  to  hand,  directing  the  West  Bank  of  Connecticut  River  to  be 
the  Boundary  Line  between  this  Province  and  the  Province  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire;  that  they  are  desirous  to  secure  their  Properties,  Possessions  and 
Improvements,  by  obtaining  a  Grant  of  the  same  under  the  Seal  of  this 
Province;  And  therefore  the  Petitioners  humbly  pray,  that  the  said  Tract  of 
Land  may  by  his  Majesty’s  Letters  Patent  be  granted  to  them  and  their 
heirs,  and  that  the  same  may  be  erected  into  a  Township  by  the  Name  of 
Hartford,  with  such  Powers  and  Privileges  as  other  Towns  in  this  Province 
have  and  do  enjoy. 

On  reading  whereof,  It  is  ordered,  that  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council  or  any  five  of  them. 

His  Excellency  withdrawing,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  resolved  them¬ 
selves  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Petition  and  being  ready  to  make  their 
report,  his  Excellency  returned  to  the  Council  Chamber  and  took  his  Seat. 

Ordered  that  said  Report  be  made  immediately. 

Then  Mr.  Reade  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee  in  his  place  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had  duely  weighed  and  considered  the  said  Petition,  and 
were  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  his  Excellency  might  grant  the  said  Tract  of 
Land  and  Premises  unto  Prince  Tracy,  Benjamin  Wright,  Benjamin  Burtch, 
Joseph  Marsh,  Benajah  Strong,  Elisha  Marsh,  John  Baldwin,  John  Bennet, 
Nathaniel  Holbrooke,  Junior,  Noah  Dewey  Junior,  Solomon  Strong,  Jonathan 
Marsh,  Amos  Robinson,  Rufus  Baldwin,  Daniel  Pinneo,  Elijah  Strong,  Ebenezer 
Gillet  Junior,  Giles  Alexander,  Abel  Marsh  and  Zadock  Wright.  Except  the 
Shares  and  Proportions  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  formerly  allotted  to  Daniel 
Warner  Esqr.  Joseph  Newmarch  Esq.  Thomas  Bell  Esq.  and  Samuel  Went¬ 
worth;  which  Shares  and  Proportions  having  no  Improvement  made  thereon, 
are  to  remain  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  that  the  several  Shares  of  the  said 
Tract,  which  by  the  Grant  or  Charter  from  New  Hampshire  was  intended  for 
publick  uses,  be  granted  in  Trust  as  follows  that  is  to  say:  One  such  Share  for 
the  use  of  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts;  a  like  share  for  a  Glebe  for  the  use  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  in  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  established  for  the 
Time  being  residing  on  the  Premises;  a  like  share  for  the  use  of  the  first 
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settled  Minister  of  the  Gospel  on  the  said  Tract;  and  one  hundred  Acres  for 
the  use  of  a  Schoolmaster  residing  on  the  same  Tract. 

Which  Report  on  the  Question  being  put  was  agreed  to  and  approved  of. 

And  this  Board  doth  humbly  advise  and  Consent,  that  his  Excellency  do 
by  his  Majesty’s  Letters  Patent,  grant  to  the  Persons  first  above  named,  and 
their  heirs  the  Tract  of  Land  aforesaid,  to  be  thereby  erected  into  a  Township, 
by  the  Name  of  WARE,  instead  of  that  of  Hartford,  with  the  usual  Privileges, 
Under  the  Quit  Rent,  Provisoes,  Limitations,  and  Restrictions,  prescribed  by 
his  Majesty’s  Instructions:  Excepting  out  of  the  Land  so  to  be  granted,  the 
Shares  formerly  allotted  to  the  Persons  named  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee; 
And  whereon  no  Improvement  hath  been  made,  which  are  to  remain  vested  in 
the  Crown:  And  that  the  several  Shares  heretofore  intended  for  publick  Uses 
be  granted  in  Trust  for  the  Uses  in  the  said  Report  particularly  declared  and 
expressed. 

And  it  is  ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  Advice  of  the 
Council,  that  previous  to  the  passing  the  said  Letters  Patent,  the  said  intended 
Grantees,  or  some  Persons  for  them  of  sufficient  Ability,  do  enter  into  Bond 
unto  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  the  Penalty  of  two  thousand  Pounds 
current  money  of  the  Province  of  New  York;  Conditioned  that  they  the  said 
intended  Grantees,  their  heirs  or  Assigns,  shall  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
Passing  of  the  said  Letters  Patent,  grant  and  Convey  in  fee  simple  unto  all 
and  every  the  other  Proprietors  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land,  under  the  Grant 
of  New  Hampshire  (except  the  aforesaid  Daniel  Warner,  Joseph  Newmarch, 
Thomas  Bell  and  Samuel  Wentworth)  their  heirs  or  Assigns  the  several  Lotts 
Shares  and  Proportions  of  and  in  the  same,  which  they  the  said  Proprietors 
so  respectively  held,  are  interested  in  or  intitled  unto,  under  the  said  Grant; 
upon  the  said  Proprietors  or  their  heirs  or  Assigns  paying  their  respective 
Proportions  of  all  Fees  Charges  and  Disbursements  arising  or  growing  due 
thereupon. 
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Petition  Presented  by  Jonathan  Burtch — 1772 

To  his  Excellency  William  Tryon 
Esquire  Captain  General  and 
Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
of  New  York,  etc. 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Burtch 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  others 
for  the  Township  of  Hartford 
formerly  advised  to  be  granted 
and  praying  for  an  alteration 
of  names  on  giving  security 
to  Convey  the  New  Hampshire 
Grantees 

Rec’d  8  April  1772 

W.  T. 


1772  April  Received  in  Council  and  Granted 
giving  the  usual  security  and 
Benning  Wentworth’s  share  to 
remain  vested  in  the  Crown. 


To  his  Excellency  William  Tryon  Esquire  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

in  Council 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Burtch  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  Owners 
and  Proprietors  under  the  Grant  of  New  Hampshire  of  a  Tract  of  Land 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Township  of  Hartford. 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Oliver  Willard  did  on  a  petition  in  behalf  of  Prince  Tracey  and  19 
other  persons,  proprietors  of  the  said  Township  to  his  late  Excellency  Sir 
Henry  Moore  Baronet  Deceased,  Obtain  an  Order  of  his  said  late  Excellency 
in  Council  bearing  Date  the  twelfth  Day  of  November  1766  for  granting  to 
them  and  their  Heirs  the  Tract  of  Land  aforesaid  lying  on  the  West  side  of 
Connecticut  River  to  the  Northward  of  the  Township  of  Hartford  and  South¬ 
ward  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Norwich  except  such  Shares  thereof  as  were 
alloted  under  the  said  Grant  of  New  Hampshire  to  Daniel  Warner,  Joseph 
Newmarch,  Thomas  Bell  and  Samuel  Wentworth. 

That  your  petitioner  and  his  associates  are  the  sole  proprietors  of  the  said 
Tract,  that  there  are  about  120  Inhabitants  in  actual  possession  thereof  under 
the  said  New  Hampshire  Grant,  who  are  desirous  of  securing  their  said 
Possessions  and  Improvements  by  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
this  Province  and  are  willing  to  give  the  Security  for  the  Benefit  of  all  the 
Owners  of  the  said  Tract  under  the  said  New  Hampshire  Grant  usually 
required  in  similar  cases. 
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Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  that  when  the  Letters  Patent  shali 
issue  for  the  said  Township  of  Hartford  the  Persons  whose  names  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  hereunto  Subjoined  May  be  inserted  as  Grantees  in 
the  said  Letters  Patent, 

that  the  Shares  of  the  said  Township 
reserved  in  the  former  Order  may  be 
included  in  the  Grant  for  the  Benefit 
of  the  Present  owners  thereof. 

And  your  Petitioner  shall  ever  pray  etc. 

JONATHAN  BURTCH 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  associates 


New  York,  1st  April  1772 


Schedule  Referred  to  by  the  foregoing  Petition 

Jonathan  Burtch 
Hugh  Gaine 
John  Kane 
James  Lankashire 
William  Ross 
William  Smith 
Valentine  Nutter 
Isaac  Heron 
Robert  Neille 
Daniel  Neille 
Robert  Neille,  Junior 
William  Young 
William  Todd 
Christian  Will 
Johannes  Will 
Peter  Montaigne 
John  Schevington 
William  Scott 
James  Thompson 
James  Rolis 
Mathew  Gloves 
George  Ball 
Christopher  Dudley 
John  Kelly 
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Council  Meeting — 1772 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  Wednesday, 
the  Eighth  day  of  April  1772  —  Present 

His  Excellency  William  Tryon,  Esquire,  Captain  General,  etc.,  etc. 


Mr.  Horsmanden 
Mr.  Watts 

Mr.  De  Lancey  f 

Mr.  Apthorpe 
Mr.  Morris 


Mr.  Smith 
Mr.  Cruger 
Mr.  White 
Mr.  Astell 


The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Burtch  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  Own¬ 
ers  and  Proprietors  under  the  Grant  of  New  Hampshire  of  a  Tract  of  Land 
known  by  the  Name  of  the  Township  of  Hartford  was  presented  to  the  Board 
and  read  Setting  forth  That  Oliver  Willard  did  on  a  Petition  in  behalf  of 
Prince  Tracey  and  nineteen  other  Persons  Proprietors  of  the  said  Township 
to  his  late  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore  Baronet  deceased,  obtain  an  Order 
of  his  said  late  Excellency  in  Council  bearing  date  the  twelfth  day  of  No¬ 
vember  1766  for  granting  to  them  and  their  heirs  the  Tract  of  Land  afore¬ 
said  lying  on  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  the  North  of  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Hartford  and  Southward  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Norwich  except 
such  Shares  thereof,  as  were  allotted  under  the  said  Grant  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  to  Daniel  Warner,  Joseph  Newmarch,  Thomas  Bell  and  Samuel  Went¬ 
worth;  That  the  Petitioner  and  his  Associates  are  the  sole  Proprietors  of 
the  said  Tract.  That  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  Inhabitants  in 
actual  Possession  thereof  under  the  said  New  Hampshire  Grant,  who  are 
desirous  of  securing  their  said  Possessions  and  Improvements  and  are  willing 
to  give  the  Security  usually  required  in  Similar  Cases.  And  therefore  the 
Petitioner  humbly  prays  that  when  the  Letters  Patent  shall  issue  for  the  said 
Township  of  Hartford,  the  Persons  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
thereunto  subjoined  may  be  inserted  as  Grantees  in  the  said  Letters  Patent  and 
that  the  Shares  of  the  said  Township  reserved  in  the  former  order  may  be 
included  in  the  Grant  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Present  Owners  thereof. 

On  due  Consideration  whereof  the  Council  did  humbly  advise  that  when  the 
Letters  Patent  shall  issue  for  the  said  Tract  of  Land,  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  do  issue  the  same  agreeable  to  the  said  Order  of  the  twelfth  day  of 
November  1766,  but  that  instead  of  the  Persons  therein  mentioned  as  Grantees, 
the  said  Letters  Patent  issue  in  the  Names  of  Jonathan  Burtch,  Hugh  Gaine, 
John  Haine,  James  Lankashire,  William  Ross,  William  Smith,  Valentine 
Nutter,  Isaac  Heron,  Robert  Neille,  Daniel  Neille,  Robert  Neille  Junior, 
William  Young,  William  Todd,  Christian  Will,  Johannes  Will,  Peter  Montagnie, 
John  Schevington,  William  Scott,  James  Thompson,  James  Roles,  Mathew 
Gloves,  George  Ball,  Christopher  Dudley  and  John  Kelly.  That  the  Share  of 
the  said  Tract  formerly  allotted  to  Benning  Wentworth  remain  vested  in  the 
Crown  and  that  the  Shares  of  the  said  Tract  appropriated  under  the  Grant 
of  New  Hampshire  to  the  said  Daniel  Warner,  Joseph  Newmarch,  Thomas  Bell 
and  Samuel  Wentworth  be  granted  by  the  said  Letters  Patent,  Subject  to  the 
Conditions  to  be  expressed  in  the  Bond  hereafter  mentioned  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  be  erected  into  a  Township  by  the  name  of 
Hartford  with  the  usual  Privileges. 

And  it  is  Ordered  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  Advice  of  the 
Council  that  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Letters  Patent  for  the  said  two* 

*A  patent  for  the  Township  of  Cavendish  was  petitioned  for  previous  to 
Hartford  and  is  included  in  the  minutes  of  the  same  Council  Meeting. 
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Tracts  of  Land  to  be  called  by  the  respective  names  of  Cavendish  and  Hart¬ 
ford,  the  Grantees  to  be  named  therein  or  some  Persons  for  them  of  sufficient 
ability  do  enter  into  Bond  unto  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  the  Sum 
of  two  thousand  Pounds  current  money  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Condi¬ 
tioned  that  they  the  said  intended  Grantees,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns  shall  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  passing  of  the  said  respective  Letters  Patent  respec¬ 
tively  grant  and  convey  in  Fee  Simple  unto  all  and  every  the  other  Proprietors 
of  the  said  respective  Tracts  of  Land  under  the  Grant  of  New  Hampshire, 
their  heirs  or  Assigns  (except  the  Heirs  or  Assigns  of  the  aforesaid  Benning 
Wentworth)  the  several  Lotts,  Shares  and  Proportions  of  and  in  the  said 
respective  Tracts  of  Land,  so  to  be  granted  under  the  Seal  of  this  Province, 
which  they  the  said  other  Proprietors,  their  heirs  or  Assigns  do  respectively 
hold  are  interested  in  or  intitled  unto  under  the  Grant  of  New  Hampshire 
upon  the  said  other  Proprietors,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns  paying  their  respec¬ 
tive  Proportions  of  all  Fees  Charges  and  Disbursements  arising  or  growing 
due  thereupon,  Provided  such  other  Proprietors,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns,  do 
make  Application  for  such  Grant  and  Conveyance  within  the  space  of  one 
year  after  Notification  in  one  or  more  of  the  publick  Newspapers  of  this 
Colony  of  the  issuing  such  respective  Letters  Patent  and  of  the  Names  of 
the  Patentees  under  the  Grants  of  New  Hampshire. 
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Marshland,  Home  of  Col.  Joseph  Marsh 
First  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Vermont 

COL.  JOSEPH  MARSH 

Col.  Joseph  Marsh,  first  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  January  12,  1726.  He 
settled  in  Hartford  in  1772  and  soon  took  active  part  in  public 
affairs.  In  March  1778,  he  was  elected  lieutenant  governor,  to  which 
office  he  was  re-elected  in  1779  and  annually  until  1790. 

His  last  public  office  was  chief  judge  of  Windsor  County  Court 
from  which  office  he  resigned  by  letter  October  15,  1796.  His  letter 
of  resignation  read  as  follows : 

“Gentlemen : 

“Age,  infirmity,  and  the  wish  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
usefulness  of  one  better  qualified,  forbids  my  longer  exercising 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of 
Windsor.  Therefore  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  honor  done  me 
by  your  former  appointments,  I  must  request  you  to  consider  me 
no  longer  as  a  candidate  for  that  office.” 

Col.  Marsh  died  in  1811,  at  the  age  of  85,  and  is  buried  in  the 
cemetery  in  Quechee  village. 


83 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


THE  DOTHAN  CHURCH 

For  fifteen  years,  starting  in  1779,  church  services  were  held  in 
the  Dothan  district  in  the  kitchen  of  Thomas  Hazen’s  home.  In 
1795-96  a  church  was  built  which  was  used  by  the  residents  of  the 
area  for  nearly  fifty  years.  The  building  was  plain  and  had  no 
steeple.  Residents  of  the  area  were  very  proud  of  their  meeting¬ 
house  and  fondly  referred  to  it  as  “God’s  Barn’’. 

In  early  historical  accounts  the  Dothan  District  was  commonly 
called  North  Hartford.  Originally  the  Dothan  Church  was  Presby¬ 
terian  and  was  closely  affiliated  with  the  College  in  Hanover.  This 
church  was  called  The  Church  of  Christ  of  Dartmouth  College  in 
its  North  Hartford  Branch. 

The  members  of  the  Dothan  Church  formed  a  Presbyterian  Con¬ 
gregational  Society  in  1805.  In  White  River  Village  (Hartford) 
in  1829  the  Second  Congregational  Church  was  built  and  dedicated. 
Following  the  dedication  an  invitation  was  issued  to  the  members 
of  the  North  Hartford  Church  to  make  this  new  church  their  place 
of  worship.  This  offer  was  declined. 

Services  were  held  in  the  North  Hartford  Church  until  1844. 
During  this  year  the  church  was  closed  due  to  the  lack  of  sufficient 
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membership  to  support  a  pastor.  Many  of  the  members  transferred 
to  the  church  in  White  River  Village. 

The  church  stood  vacant  for  many  years  and  was  finally  torn 
down. 

Handed  down  through  the  years  is  a  story  concerning  the  Dothan 
Church  and  Andrew  Newton’s  horse.  Andrew  Newton  lived  on 
the  corner  of  Christian  Street  and  the  Dothan  Road  and  was  a 
faithful  attendant  at  the  Dothan  Church.  On  this  particular  Sun¬ 
day  Mr.  Newton  was  ill  and  unable  to  attend  services.  Sensing 
that  it  was  time  to  go  to  church  the  Newton’s  old  white  horse  left 
his  stall  and  walked  over  to  the  front  of  the  house  where  he  waited 
patiently  for  the  family  to  make  its  appearance.  Several  carriages 
passed  on  their  way  to  church  and  the  horse  decided  there  was  no 
need  to  wait  any  longer.  He  walked  to  the  church  and  stood  in  his 
accustomed  place  throughout  the  services  returning  to  his  stall 
after  the  services  were  over. 


ELIAS  LYMAN,  3rd 

Elias  Lyman  was  Hartford’s  first  and  most  successful  business 
man.  He  was  an  almost  constant  purchaser  of  real  estate  and  at 
on-*'  time  owned,  with  few  exceptions,  most  of  what  now  constitutes 
the  village  of  White  River  Junction. 

He  was  born  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  February  23,  1768, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  Northampton  schools.  When  he 
became  of  age  in  1789  he  was  presented  by  his  father  with  the  cus¬ 
tomary  “freedom  suit”  of  clothes,  fifty  cents  in  silver,  and  one-half 
interest  in  a  new  flat-boat  which  his  father  gave  him  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  elder  brother,  Justin. 

In  1790  he  married  Anna  White  of  Hatfield,  Massachusetts, 
They  made  their  first  home  in  Weathersfield,  Vermont,  where  Mr. 
Lyman  operated  a  store.  His  store  burned  and  in  1790-91  he 
established  his  business  in  Hartford  at  the  mouth  of  the  White 
River.  Mr.  Lyman  transported  a  great  amount  of  merchandise  on 
the  river.  According  to  an  eyewitness  there  were  at  one  time  over 
one  hundred  tons  of  freight  on  the  Meadow;  in  the  brick  store 
“thousands  of  bushels  of  grain  and  thousands  of  barrels  of  cop¬ 
peras  ;  twenty-five  hogsheads  of  molasses ;  fifty-five  tierces  of  salt 
(a  tierce  held  seven  bushels)  ;  a  large  amount  of  iron  and  steel  and 


35 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


The  Lyman  Homestead  which  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Pine  and  Maple  Streets 


INSCRIPTION  ON  MARKER : 

ON  THIS  SITE  STOOD  THE 
LYMAN  HOMESTEAD 
1796-1930 

BUILT  BY  ELIAS  LYMAN 

HARTFORD’S  FIRST  MERCHANT  AND  MANUFACTURER 
AND  OCCUPIED  BY  THREE  GENERATIONS 
OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 

Erected  by  the  Thomas  Chittenden  Chapter  DAR  1934 


nearly  a  hundred  barrels  of  liquor,  gin,  rum,  brandy,  and  wines  of 
all  kinds.”  Some  of  the  river  freight  was  carried  by  Samuel  Nutt 
whom  Mr.  Lyman  had  aided  considerably  in  starting  in  business. 

In  1804  Mr.  Lyman  built  the  open  or  King  Post  bridge  across 
the  river  to  West  Lebanon.  The  framework  was  built  on  the  same 
day  that  Mr.  Lyman’s  daughter,  Clementine,  was  born  and  he  often 
jokingly  referred  to  the  bridge  as  her  twin. 
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Closely  related  to  the  toll  bridge  was  the  Lyman  aqueduct.  It 
was  built  by  Elias  Lyman  after  his  purchase  of  the  Bugbee  farm 
in  1820-21.  The  aqueduct  ran  from  Caesar  Brook  under  the  White 
River  and  along  Maple  Street  supplying  the  Lyman  buildings  and 
other  houses  on  the  Point. 

His  cotton  factory  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Hartford 
Woolen  Mill  was  built  in  1823  and  was  the  second  in  the  State  of 
Vermont. 

The  elder  brother,  Justin,  handled  the  outside  business  interests. 
The  foreign  trade  which  he  conducted  suffered  tremendous  losses 
at  sea,  estimated  moderately  at  $91,113.  Elias  and  his  elder  sons 
protested  against  this  trade  and  threatened  to  dissolve  the  partner¬ 
ship.  Justin  promised  to  abstain  but  made  another  unfortunate 
venture  in  purchasing  wild  lands  in  New  York  state.  In  January, 
1820,  Elias  Lyman  published  a  notice  that  the  partnership  was 
terminated.  As  a  result  Justin  brought  suit  against  Elias,  claiming 
that  the  publication  of  this  notice  had  greatly  injured  his  business 
reputation.  The  lawsuit,  costing  in  the  neighborhood  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  provided  revenue  to  the  lawyers  engaged  in  the 
case.  When  they  met  socially  in  the  days  of  the  trial  they  mutually 
pledged  each  other  to  the  continuation  of  the  suit  of  Lyman  vs. 
Lyman.  The  lawsuit  ended  in  1829  with  the  sale  of  all  the  property 
belonging  to  the  firm.  Justin  outbid  Elias  on  the  cotton  mill  and  the 
toll  bridge.  He  did  not  bid  on  the  Lyman  home  solely  because  this 
act  would  have  injured  his  business  interest  in  this  area. 

Elias  lived  only  a  year  after  the  termination  of  the  case.  On  the 
22nd  day  of  November,  1830,  he  died  of  fever  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two. 


THE  LYMAN  TOLL  BRIDGE 

Crossing  the  Connecticut  river  was  a  challenge  to  the  early 
Hartford  settler.  A  ferry  offered  limited  service  when  the  river 
was  not  too  turbulent  and  the  ice  could  be  crossed  in  many  places 
during  the  winter  months.  The  ingenuity  of  Elias  Lyman,  3rd 
provided  Hartford  with  the  first  bridge  connecting  the  Town  of 
Hartford  with  the  neighboring  Town  of  Lebanon. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1795,  the  legislature  of  Vermont  passed 
an  act  to  incorporate  certain  companies  for  locking  falls,  cutting 
canals,  and  building  bridges  over  the  Connecticut  River  between 
the  mouth  of  the  White  River  and  two  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of 
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A  View  of  White  River  Junction  as  it  appeared  in  1862 


Mink  Brook  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire.  The  corporators  were 
Ebeneazer  Brewster,  and  Rufus  Graves  of  Hanover,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  Aaron  Hutchinson  of  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire. 

These  corporators  sold  their  franchise  to  Elias  Lyman,  3rd  of 
Hartford,  Vermont,  for  the  sum  of  $300  in  1800.  Mr.  Lyman 
then  built  an  open  King-post  bridge  across  the  Connecticut.  This 
bridge  was  a  toll  bridge. 

After  Elias  Lyman’s  death  in  1830  a  corporation  was  formed 
by  Francis  Lyman,  Thomas  Belknap,  and  Wm.  J.  Hummersley.  This 
group  was  incorporated  by  the  New  Hampshire  General  Court 
under  the  title  of  Lyman  Bridge  Company.  In  1836  the  group 
removed  the  old  King-post  bridge  and  replaced  it  with  a  three-span 
covered  bridge.  This  also  was  a  toll  bridge. 

The  capital  stock  was  fixed  at  200  shares,  par  value  $100  per 
share.  The  rates  of  toll  were  fixed  by  the  Superior  Court  of  Judica¬ 
ture.  The  charter  provided  that  the  proceeds  from  toll  should  not 
exceed  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  cost  and  expenditures  in¬ 
curred  on  account  of  said  bridge,  and  that  the  directors  should  once 
in  every  five  years  make  an  exhibit  to  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
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cost  and  expenditures  to  date,  with  an  account  of  all  toll  received 
under  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  rights. 

The  company  never  complied  with  these  conditions,  but  watered 
the  stock  from  time  to  time  to  make  it  appear  that  the  large  amount 
of  toll  received  did  not  exceed  ten  per  cent  of  its  cost  and  expendi¬ 
tures  and  continued  to  “bleed  the  public”. 

In  1867  the  bridge  had  fallen  into  a  dilapidated  condition  and 
it  was  sold  to  Asa  T.  Barron  for  the  sum  of  $2,500.  After  making 
some  repairs,  he  continued  to  exact  the  original  rates  of  toll  which 
made  the  property  a  bonanza  to  him.  In  1879  legal  proceedings 
were  taken  by  the  Town  of  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  against 
Barron.  Investigation  revealed  that  the  property  was  rewarding 
its  owner  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1,800  per  year,  or  nearly  70 
per  cent  instead  of  the  10  per  cent  limit  originally  set  by  the  court. 
Lebanon  purchased  the  bridge  from  Barron  and  made  it  free  to  the 
public. 

In  1895,  plans  were  made  to  build  an  iron  bridge  across  the  river 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  dismantle  the  old  Lyman 
bridge.  A  large  derrick  was  erected  near  the  railroad  bridge 
underpass  to  lift  the  granite  from  the  railroad  cars  to  teams  to 
transfer  them  to  the  job  for  piers  and  abutments. 

Every  spring  the  people  of  White  River  Junction  and  West 
Lebanon  expected  to  see  the  old  bridge  carried  away  by  high 
water  but  each  year  it  weathered  the  heavy  pressure  of  spring 
freshets — a  tribute  to  the  bridge-building  skill  of  the  early  settlers — 
and  now,  after  sixty  years  of  service  the  bridge  was  to  be  dis¬ 
mantled  manually. 

The  preliminary  work  of  dismantling  began  on  Tuesday, 
August  13,  1895.  Many  people  crossed  the  bridge  for  the  last  time 
on  this  day,  some  undoubtedly  with  a  feeling  of  deep  sentiment 
for  the  old  structure  that  had  served  them  so  well  through  the 
years  and  in  which  they  had  frequently  found  welcome  shelter  from 
sudden  storms. 

A  temporary  bridge,  440  feet  long,  had  just  been  completed.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  old  bridge  would  be  turned  over  to  the  con¬ 
tractor.  Hartford’s  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  new  bridge  would  be 
$3,700.  The  height  of  the  new  bridge  above  the  water  was  to 
exceed  that  of  the  old  bridge  by  six  feet  on  the  Lebanon  side  and 
four  feet  six  inches  on  the  Hartford  side.  Professor  Robert  Fletcher 
of  the  Thayer  School,  Dartmouth  College,  was  consulting  engineer. 
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Dismantling  the  Lyman  Bridge  —  1895 

The  removal  of  the  middle  pier  of  the  Lyman  bridge  disclosed 
the  fact  that  its  foundation  was  a  crib  built  of  pine  logs  which  were 
as  sound  as  when  they  were  first  laid  over  ninety  years  before. 

Heavy  rains  on  Tuesday,  November  26,  1895,  caused  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River  to  rise  about  five  feet.  At  about  one  o’clock  on  Thurs¬ 
day  morning,  one  of  the  horses  used  as  a  support  under  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  iron  bridge  was  washed  out  by  the  high  water  and 
came  down  against  the  temporary  bridge  taking  that  structure  out 
clean  from  shore  to  shore.  In  about  a  half-hour  the  middle  staging 
under  the  iron  bridge  collapsed  and  the  iron  settled  into  the  river. 

This  setback,  plus  the  high-water  hazard,  caused  considerable 
delay.  Work  could  not  be  resumed  until  December  12th.  The  bridge 
was  then  completed  without  further  delay  and  was  opened  to  the 
public  March  4,  1896. 

In  July  of  1896  the  Old  Toll  House  near  the  bridge  was  moved 
back  so  that  the  road  could  be  widened  from  the  underpass  to  the 
bridge. 

The  introduction  of  the  automobile  early  in  the  twentieth  century 
brought  a  steadily  increasing  flow  of  traffic  through  the  iron  bridge. 
This  shortened  the  life  of  the  bridge  and  it  was  replaced  in  1936  by 
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a  similar  span.  At  this  time  the  height  of  the  bridge  above  the  water 
was  increased  another  twenty  inches. 

The  threat  of  high  water  which  constantly  endangered  the 
bridges  in  this  area  was  alleviated  in  a  large  degree  in  recent  years 
by  a  new  flood  control  dam  at  Union  Village,  Vermont,  on  the 
Ompompanoosuc  river  about  ten  miles  north  of  White  River  Junc¬ 
tion,  and  also  by  the  new  power  dam  at  Wilder.  A  proposed  flood 
control  dam  at  Gaysville,  Vermont,  and  the  recently  completed  flood 
control  dam  at  North  Hartland,  Vermont,  will  give  this  area  com¬ 
plete  control  over  the  rampaging  rivers  that  have  caused  so  much 
damage  in  the  past. 


MAJOR  DAVID  WRIGHT 

Major  David  Wright  was  born,  March  14,  1749,  in  Lebanon, 
Connecticut.  He  married  Hannah  Bailey  and  they  came  to  Hart¬ 
ford,  Vermont,  on  their  honeymoon  in  1771.  He  served  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  When  his  wife  died 
in  1814,  Major  Wright  had  the  tomb  built  which  is  shown  below. 


Tomb  of  the  David  Wright  Family 
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Prior  to  his  death  he  witnessed  the  entombment  of  his  son,  David 
Wright,  Jr.,  in  1817,  and  his  son’s  wife,  Elizabeth,  in  1818. 
Elizabeth  was  one  of  the  Hazen  family  who  have  made  their 
home  on  Christian  street  since  pre-revolutionary  days.  Major 
Wright  had  a  great  fear  of  being  buried  alive  and,  before  his 
death,  he  left  instructions  that  the  cover  of  his  coffin  should  not 
be  nailed  down  nor  the  door  of  the  tomb  sealed.  It  is  said  that  he 
had  stone  shelves  put,  one  above  the  other,  around  the  sides  of  the 
tomb  except  on  the  left  of  the  entrance  where  he  had  only  a  lower 
shelf.  This  is  where  he  directed  his  own  coffin  to  be  set  and  a  mallet 
placed  with  him.  He  died  February  21,  1822,  at  the  age  of  73. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  tomb  are  as  follows : 


Major  David  Wright 
died 

Feb.  21,  1822 
ae.  73  yrs. 

Hannah 
wife  of 

Major  David  Wright 
died  June  14,  1814 
ae.  62  yrs. 


David  Wright,  Jr. 
died 

May  10,  1817 
ae.  36  yrs. 

Elizabeth 
wife  of 

David  Wright,  Jr. 
died  Mar.  11,  1818 
ae.  42  yrs. 


Bela  Wright 
died 

Sept.  1,  1829 
ae.  43  yrs. 

Betsy 
wife  of 
Bela  Wright 
died  Aug.  31,  1846 
ae.  56  yrs. 


DR.  HORACE  WELLS 

Discoverer  of  Anesthesia 

In  Hartford  village,  on  January  21,  1815,  was  born  Horace  Wells, 
dentist,  and  benefactor  of  mankind.  He  lived  here  only  three  years. 
Most  of  his  public  career  was  spent  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  was  the  first  one  to  demonstrate  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  nitrous  oxide  gas  and  employ  it  for  dental  and  surgical 
operations.  While  attending  a  public  lecture  on  “Laughing  Gas”, 
Dr.  Wells  conceived  the  idea  of  using  it  for  surgical  anesthesia  and 
the  next  day,  December  11,  1844,  he  gave  a  demonstration  by  having 
one  of  his  teeth  painlessly  extracted  under  its  influence. 

On  January  21,  1848,  while  under  the  influence  of  a  self-admin¬ 
istered  overdose  of  chloroform,  Dr.  Wells  was  arrested  in  New 
York  City  for  having  sprayed  the  clothing  of  several  people  on 
Broadway  with  sulphuric  acid  he  had  in  a  vial.  The  following  day 
he  was  permitted  by  the  police  to  get  his  razor  and  other  necessi¬ 
ties  from  his  room  on  Chamber  Street.  The  next  day,  Sunday, 
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Birthplace  of  Dr.  Wells 
School  Street,  Hartford,  Vermont 


January  23,  1848,  after  attending  church  services,  he  returned 
to  his  cell  and,  feeling  that  the  publicity  would  ruin  his  career, 
ended  his  life.  He  was  buried  in  the  Old  North  Burying  Ground 
but  later  his  body  was  removed  to  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery. 

Dr.  Wells  received  many  honors  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
seven  “immortals  in  dentistry”. 


The  marker  on  Dr.  Well’s  grave  bears  this  inscription: 


HORACE  WELLS 
1815-1848 

Discoverer  of  Anesthesia 
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The  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Hartford,  Vermont 


CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCHES 

The  Congregational  Society  of  White  River  Village  was  formed 
in  November  of  1827.  The  first  meetings  were  held  in  a  house 
belonging  to  Phineas  Kimball.  Research  indicates  that  this  may 
be  the  home  now  owned  by  the  Ritchie  Willard  family. 

Original  organizers  of  the  Society  were  George  E.  Wales,  John 
Strong,  Harvey  Freegrace  Leavitt,  Elias  Lyman,  Wyllys  Lyman, 
John  Grout,  Zerah  Brooks,  David  Trumbull,  and  Phineas  Kimball. 

These  members  decided  to  build  a  church  at  the  west  end  of  the 
village,  fifty  by  seventy  feet  in  dimensions,  and  divided  into  eighty 
slips  or  pews  which  were  to  be  sold  for  forty  dollars  each  to  defray 
construction  expenses. 

Construction  plans  were  completed  in  January  of  1828  and  the 
contract  for  the  building  was  awarded  to  Jedediah  Dana  of  Leba¬ 
non,  New  Hampshire.  On  Thursday,  January  8,  1829,  the  new  meet¬ 
ing  house  was  dedicated. 

To  strengthen  their  membership  the  new  Society  issued  invita¬ 
tions  to  the  North  Plartford  Church  in  Dothan  and  the  Center 
Church  at  the  Center  of  the  Town  to  make  the  new  meeting  house 
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their  place  of  worship.  The  invitation  was  coldly  declined  by  the 
North  Hartford  Church  but  the  pastor  of  the  Center  Church,  urged 
by  his  congregation,  accepted  the  invitation. 

On  Sunday,  January  11th,  1829,  services  were  held  in  the  new 
church  for  the  first  time.  Many  members  of  the  Center  Church 
were  in  attendance.  Their  pastor,  Rev.  Austin  Hazen,  officiated  at 
the  service  and  preached  the  first  sermon. 

The  interior  of  the  church  was  remodelled  in  1903.  Under  the 
guidance  of  Louis  Sheldon  Newton,  architect,  of  Hartford  village, 
the  interior  was  enriched  to  make  it  harmonize  with  the  exterior. 
The  completed  design  retains  the  style  of  the  times  in  which  the 
church  was  originally  built. 

This  beautiful  church  was  rededicated  on  the  evening  of  May  26, 
1903. 


The  Congregational  Society  in  West  Hartford  was  organized  on 
January  29,  1829.  A  church  was  established  on  June  3,  1830,  with 
eighteen  members.  Services  were  held  in  the  brick  school  house 
until  a  church  could  be  built.  Construction  of  the  church  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1832.  Repairs  and  renovations  were  made  on  the  church 
in  1860  and  again  in  1884. 

The  following  article  found  in  an  old  newspaper  dated  January  8, 
1892,  gives  evidence  of  further  repairs  and  renovations : 

“The  last  day  of  the  year  1891  was  a  day  of  rejoicing  for  the 
Church  at  West  Hartford  when  the  church  in  its  new  beauty  and 
freshness  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God,  and,  when  A.  J. 
Smith  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  this  church  by  a  council 
called  for  that  purpose  at  10:00  a.m.  Mr.  Smith  passed  a  very 
creditable  examination  and  the  vote  was  unanimous,  after  which 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  P.  Wheeler  entertained  the  members  of  the  council 
at  dinner.  Dedicatory  services  commenced  at  2  p.m.  After  the  pre¬ 
liminary  exercises  an  historical  statement  of  the  church  was  given 
by  Rev.  S.  L.  Vincent  of  Jamaica,  Vt.,  a  former  pastor  of  this 
church.  Sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  P.  McMillan  of  Woodstock. 
During  the  service  and  through  the  eloquence  of  Rev.  McMillan, 
and  the  generous  loyal  hearts  here  and  in  neighboring  churches,  a 
sum  of  money  was  raised,  enough  to  pay  off  all  indebtedness.  At 
the  close  of  the  afternoon  service  all  were  invited  to  supper  in 
the  vestry  prepared  by  the  ladies.  Ordination  and  installing  exer¬ 
cises  commenced  at  6:30  p.m.  First — reading  minutes  of  the  Council, 
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The  Congregational  Church  in  West  Hartford 

sermon  by  Rev.  James  Ramage  of  South  Royalton;  ordaining  and 
installing  prayer  laying  on  of  hands,  by  Rev.  S.  L.  Vincent,  this 
with  the  charge  to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Chase  made  a  very 
impressive  and  touching  part  of  the  service;  right  hand  of  fellow¬ 
ship  by  Rev.  Prescott  Fay  of  Quechee;  address  to  the  people  by 
Rev.  H.  M.  Perkins;  and  benediction  by  our  Pastor  closed  the 
service.” 

Regular  services  have  not  been  held  at  this  church  since  June  of 
1961.  The  church  is  opened  for  funerals  and  weddings  and  is 
served  by  neighboring  pastors.  It  is  still  a  very  imposing  building. 


A.  G.  DEWEY  COMPANY 

In  July,  1836,  Albert  Galatin  Dewey  founded  the  first  reworked 
wool  (or  shoddy)  mill  in  America. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  born  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  in  1805,  the  eldest 
in  a  family  of  three  girls  and  one  boy.  His  father  owned  a  small 
farm  and  was  able  to  furnish  only  the  barest  necessities  for  his 
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Aerial  View  of  Dewey  Woolen  Mills 
Near  Quechee  Gulf 

family.  The  death  of  his  father,  when  Albert  Dewey  was  only 
eighteen,  left  him  the  task  of  providing  for  the  family. 

Young  Dewey  tried  the  carpenter's  trade,  serving  a  three-year 
apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Elihu  Ransom  of  Quechee.  When  released 
from  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  until 
1831. 

During  this  year  he  found  employment  in  the  shop  of  Daniels  & 
Company  of  Woodstock,  Vermont,  manufacturers  of  machinery  for 
the  textile  industry.  He  was  keenly  interested  and  mechanically 
minded  and  within  four  short  months  had  gained  sufficient  knowl¬ 
edge  so  that  he  was  sent  on  the  road  to  install  textile  machinery 
for  the  customers  of  the  firm. 

After  five  years  with  this  company  Mr.  Dewey  decided  to  build 
and  operate  his  own  woolen  mill.  He  chose  a  site  for  his  mill  near 
the  head  of  Quechee  Gulf.  The  initial  years  were  unsuccessful  but 
his  creditors  had  faith  in  him  and  helped  him  to  get  established. 

By  1856  all  debts  were  paid  and  the  business  began  to  prosper. 
Mr.  Dewey’s  two  sons,  John  J.  and  William  S.  Dewey,  joined  the 
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Dismantling  of  the  Dewey  Mill 

firm,  and  in  1886  when  Albert  Dewey  died  at  the  age  of  81,  the 
two  sons  took  over  the  operation  of  the  woolen  mill. 

James  F.  Dewey  entered  the  firm  in  1904  and  William  T.  Dewey 
in  1934.  William  Dewey  is  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  to 
operate  the  mill. 

The  construction  of  the  flood  control  dam  at  North  Hartland  on 
the  Ottauquechee  River  forced  the  Dewey’s  to  leave  their  scenic 
location  near  the  Quechee  Gulf.  The  century  old  mill  and  the  many 
homes  that  housed  generations  of  woolen  workers  were  torn  down 
in  1962.  Little  is  left  of  what  once  was  the  thriving  community  of 
“Dewey’s  Mills”. 

The  business  was  transferred  to  the  Baltic  Mills  in  Enfield,  New 
Hampshire.  Additional  carding  and  spinning  activities  are  being 
performed  in  the  mill  in  Hartford  village.  This  building,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  Hartford  Woolen,  was  recently  purchased  by 
the  A.  G.  Dewey  Company. 

A  gift  shop  near  Quechee  Gulf  displays  many  of  the  fine  Dewey 
products. 
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In  1838  Alvan  Tucker  opened  a  hotel  in  the  village  of  West 
Hartford  which  was  kept  by  him  until  1840.  After  a  succession  of 
various  proprietors  Frank  Wheeler  obtained  possession  of  the 
property  in  1888.  The  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1924. 

The  stage  coach  on  the  preceding  page  made  the  run  between 
Pomfret  and  West  Hartford.  Chauncey  Perry,  the  driver,  was  born 
in  1813  and  died  in  1892. 


HOTELS  IN  HARTFORD 

The  Pease  Hotel,  later  named  the  White  River  Tavern,  is  within 
the  memory  of  many  local  citizens.  However,  this  was  not  the  first 
hotel  in  the  village  of  Hartford. 

The  first  hotel  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  Hartford  village 
was  kept  by  Asa  Richardson.  This  hotel  was  built  in  1801  and  sold 
to  William  Strong  of  Quechee  in  1812.  Mr.  Strong  sold  it  to  Noah 
Ashley  in  1815  who  kept  it  only  four  months  and  then  sold  it  to 
Consider  Bardwell.  Rapidly  changing  hands,  Consider  Bardwell 
sold  it  to  Theodore  Cooley  within  the  same  year.  In  1820  George 
and  Bani  Udall  purchased  the  property.  The  hotel  was  originally 
in  the  house  later  occupied  by  the  Cones.  Bani  Udall  closed  this 
hotel  and  moved  the  business  to  a  house  standing  on  the  site  of  the 
Pease  Hotel.  Udall  failed  financially  and  had  to  dispose  of  his  prop¬ 
erty  which  was  sold  to  a  group  headed  by  a  Mr.  Hodgman.  They 
in  turn  sold  the  place  to  Tracy  &  Converse,  a  law  firm  in  Wood- 
stock.  On  December  4,  1848,  this  firm  sold  the  hotel  to  Luther  Pease. 

When  Luther  Pease  died  in  1876  the  hotel  became  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Horace  C.  Pease.  Due  to  many  other  business  interests, 
Mr.  Pease  gave  up  the  hotel  business  and  it  became  the  property 
of  Charles  W.  Pease.  The  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  1889.  Until  a  new  one  could  be  built  Charles  Pease  used  his 
home  on  School  street  for  a  hotel.  The  new  hotel  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  $22,000  and  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  area.  The  hotel 
finally  came  into  the  hands  of  Allen  L.  Pease,  who,  owing  to  ill 
health,  leased  it  to  various  managers.  Upon  his  death  it  was  sold 
to  settle  the  estate.  The  Pease  Hotel  continued  in  operation  under 
that  name  until  1908  when  it  was  sold  to  Addison  Ely  of  New  Jersey 
by  the  White  River  Savings  Bank.  At  the  time  of  his  purchase  Mr. 
Ely  changed  the  name  of  the  hotel  to  “The  White  River  Tavern”. 
The  property  was  officially  declared  bankrupt  on  February  12,  1912. 
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First  Pease  Hotel 


Ruins  of  Pease  Hotel  After  Fire,  January  24,  1889 
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New  Pease  Hotel  Opened  1893 


Securing  authority  for  its  sale,  Attorney  Roland  E.  Stevens,  of 
White  River  Junction,  deeded  the  property  to  H.  M.  McFarland, 
May  17th,  1912,  for  $8,500.  Mr.  McFarland  conveyed  the  property 
to  the  Lamoille  County  Savings  Bank  of  Hyde  Park,  Vermont,  by 
quitclaim  deed  dated  November  10,  1914. 

The  Lamoille  County  Savings  Bank  sold  the  property  for 
$7,000  to  H.  L.  Gale  of  White  River  Junction,  in  July  of  1919. 
Mr.  Gale  razed  the  building  selling  the  brick  piers,  foundation,  and 
remainder  of  the  lot  belonging  to  the  White  River  Tavern  to  Horace 
C.  Pease  on  September  16,  1919. 

The  Old  Pease  Hall,  once  the  gathering  place  for  town  meeting, 
scene  of  many  social  affairs,  and  host  to  many  travelling  entertain¬ 
ment  groups,  was  the  only  portion  of  the  hotel  that  was  not  torn 
down.  This  later  became  the  property  of  Alfred  E.  Watson  and  was 
known  by  the  familiar  name,  “Watson’s  Hall.” 

On  Wednesday,  December  8,  1941,  the  hall  was  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire. 
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Two  Sides  of  Marker  Over  the  Grave  of  Sewal  Belknap  in 

Windsor,  Vermont 


THE  VERMONT  CENTRAL  RAILROAD 

In  the  Old  South  Church  yard  in  Windsor  is  a  plain  marble  shaft 
bearing  the  following  inscription: 

“Sewal  F.  Belknap,  born  November  29,  1812,  died  June  19,  1849 
— A  man  of  unbounded  enterprise,  of  strict  integrity  and  an  un¬ 
faltering  friend.  The  Vermont  Central  railroad  in  which  he  sacri¬ 
ficed  his  fortune  and  his  life  is  mainly  indebted  to  him  for  its 
existence.” 

The  first  ground  for  building  the  road  was  broken  in  Windsor — 
December  15,  1845,  on  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  Judge  Elijah 
Paine.  It  was  the  first  ground  broken  for  a  railroad  in  Vermont. 
Sewal  F.  Belknap  was  the  contractor  and  it  is  to  him  that  the 
success  of  the  enterprise  is  due. 

Passenger  trains  first  passed  over  the  road  from  White  River 
Junction  to  Bethel,  a  distance  of  27  miles,  on  Monday,  June  26, 
1848. 
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“The  Winooski”,  the  engine  that  made  the  initial  run  from  White  River  to 
Bethel  in  1848.  The  engine  was  loaned  to  the  Woodstock  railroad  and  also 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  engine  to  travel  over  the  route  from 

White  River  to  Woodstock. 


THE  FIRST  JUNCTION  HOUSE 

One  of  the  first  hotels  in  White  River  Junction  was  operated  by 
Col.  Samuel  Nutt.  Col.  Nutt  was  also  one  of  White  River  Junction’s 
outstanding  personalities.  He  was  born  in  Topsham,  Vermont,  De¬ 
cember  23,  1791.  He  left  home  at  an  early  age  and  worked  for  a 
while  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  and  then  in  a  tavern  in  West 
Lebanon,  New  Hampshire.  Having  saved  enough  money  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  river  boat.  On  his  first  trip,  while  transporting  a  load  of 
lumber,  his  boat  was  wrecked  at  Sumner’s  Falls  near  Hartland, 
Vermont.  While  bemoaning  his  loss  it  is  said  that  he  was  discov¬ 
ered  by  Elias  Lyman  who  volunteered  to  aid  him  and  loaned  him 
money  to  start  in  business  again.  Col.  Nutt  followed  the  river  trade 
for  over  twenty  years. 

Col.  Nutt  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in  1817  when  he  bought 
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First  Junction  House 

40  acres  from  Elias  Lyman.  Through  the  years  he  purchased  ad¬ 
jacent  farms  until  he  owned  500  acres. 

In  1849  he  witnessed  the  successful  operation  of  the  Vermont 
Central  Railroad  adjacent  to  his  land  and  was  one  of  the  first  sub¬ 
scribers  to  stock  in  that  company.  Soon  other  railroads  were  enter¬ 
ing  White  River  Junction  and  Col.  Nutt  saw  the  need  for  hotel 
accommodations.  He  went  to  Enfield,  New  Hampshire,  and  bought 
the  Grafton  House.  He  had  the  building  taken  down  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  White  River  Junction  where  he  put  it  into  operation  as 
the  Junction  House. 

During  the  same  year  that  he  entered  the  hotel  business  he  was 
also  appointed  White  River  Junction’s  first  postmaster.  This  office 
he  held  for  ten  years. 

Col.  Nutt’s  busy  and  successful  career  ended  by  his  death  on 
January  1,  1871.  He  is  buried  in  the  South  Main  Street  Cemetery. 

^  ^  ^ 

When  the  Junction  House  was  first  built  the  area  in  front  was 
a  wide  ditch  and  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  narrow  foot-bridge 
across  it  from  the  hotel  to  the  railroad  station.  The  ditch  was  used 
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Area  in  Front  of  Hotel 


for  dumping  purposes.  Ashes,  tin  cans,  broken  bottles  and  other 
rubbish  were  scattered  about  in  an  unsightly  array.  In  “The  Land¬ 
mark”  dated  July  18,  1890,  the  following  article  appeared: 

“If  any  person  has  old  garbage  that  is  an  eye-sore  about  their 
premises,  the  ground  between  the  depot  and  The  Landmark  block 
will  be  found  a  convenient  place  of  deposit.  The  pile  already  on  the 
grounds  is  large  but  we  presume  the  railroad  folks  will  furnish 
more  ground  when  needed.  It  isn’t  every  village  that  offers  such  an 
attraction  to  the  traveling  public.  How  refreshing  and  restful  it 
must  be  to  the  weary  traveller  who  has  been  whirled  along  through 
green  woods  and  fields,  to  let  his  eyes  rest  upon  a  pile  of  elegant 
red  and  yellow  labelled  fruit  cans  in  a  beautiful  setting  of  coal  ashes 
and  broken  bottles.” 

This  situation  was  not  fully  corrected  until  1898.  A  small  portion 
of  the  area  had  been  filled  in  from  time  to  time  and  a  small  park 
was  created  in  the  1880's.  In  1898  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad 
Company  filled  in  the  complete  area  and  granted  permission  to  the 
Loyal  Club  to  convert  it  into  a  park.  A  series  of  projects  were 
started  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  the  land,  a  water  fountain  being 
installed  and  many  trees  planted.  Work  on  the  park  was  completed 
in  1902. 
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Advertisement  of  the  Latham  Locomotive  Works 


AN  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  WHITE  RIVER  JUNCTION 

Taken  from  “The  Republican  Observer”,  the  first  paper  ever  pub¬ 
lished  in  White  River  Junction: 

“In  1849  there  were  only  three  farm  dwelling  houses  and  the 
same  number  of  families  at  the  locality  known  as  the  Junction  upon 
the  south  side  of  White  River  and  only  five  scholars  in  the  school 
district.  The  locality  opposite  upon  the  north  side  of  White  River 
was  known  as  the  “Point”  and  was  practically  three  miles  distant 
as  the  only  access  to  it  by  carriage  was  to  make  the  circuit  of 
White  River  Village  (Hartford). 

“Upon  the  construction  of  the  several  railroads  centering  here, 
‘White  River  Junction’  became  a  place  with  its  name,  and  was  at 
once  looked  upon  as  a  ‘centre’  for  business.  At  about  this  time  the 
Lathams  from  Lyme,  New  Hampshire,  came  here  and  built  a  ma¬ 
chine  shop  and  iron  foundry.  In  1852  they  greatly  enlarged  their 
works,  so  that  they  consisted  of  an  iron  foundry  fifty  feet  by  ninety 
feet,  a  car  shop  two  hundred  feet  by  forty  feet,  and  a  machine  and 
locomotive  shop  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  by  forty  feet.  These 
buildings  extended  northerly  from  the  tall  chimney  now  standing, 
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and  this  chimney  is  the  only  relic  of  those  extensive  shops.  In  1854, 
Latham  &  Company  failed  and  the  shop  and  machinery  were  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  sheriff’s  sale  and  foreclosure  of  mortgage,  and  remained 
idle  until  1859,  when  they  were  again  put  into  operation.  The  foun¬ 
dry  was  leased  to  one  party,  a  portion  of  one  shop  to  another  party 
for  a  shoe  peg  manufactory,  and  the  machine  shop  to  a  third  party. 
These  several  parties  continued  their  respective  businesses  until 
1861  when  the  shops  were  all  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire. 

“This  was  a  great  fire  for  so  small  a  place  for  at  the  same  time 
the  passenger  and  freight  depots,  two  large  railroad  woodsheds,  a 
large  barn  and  a  large  storehouse  on  the  north  side  of  White  River 
were  burned. 

“This  left  the  Junction  pretty  much  a  black  spot.  The  hotel  and 
about  twenty-five  dwelling  houses  were  all  that  was  left  of  it.  Ten 
of  these  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Messrs.  Latham.  A  few  of 
these  continued  to  be  occupied  by  tenants  who  paid  only  nominal 
rents.  The  parties  operating  the  several  shops,  and  the  men  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  soon  left  for  other  places.  There  are  now  only 
nine  or  ten  families  here,  who  were  then  residents  of  this  place. 

“This  state  of  things  continued  until  about  1869.  To  be  sure  a  few 
families  had  moved  into  vacant  houses,  but  few  new  ones  had  been 
built.  This  year  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad  Company  purchased 
the  walls  of  the  old  forge  and  repaired  and  used  it  for  an  engine 
house,  until  1874,  when  this  was  taken  down  and  the  present  large 
engine  house  was  built,  this  place  having  been  made  the  terminus 
of  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  railroad.  In  1867,  a  new  highway 
bridge  was  built  across  the  White  River,  after  a  long  and  sharp 
contest. 

“From  this  time  the  present  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Junc¬ 
tion  may  very  properly  be  dated.  The  new  division  in  the  railroad 
brought  more  of  their  operatives  here  for  residence.  Another  shoe 
peg  manufacturing  company  erected  new  shops  and  began  their 
business  again.  The  new  bridge  put  the  town  on  a  thoroughfare  for 
highway  travel  between  neighboring  towns.  Consequently,  a  neces¬ 
sity  grew  for  more  dwelling  houses.  At  the  present  time  the  number 
of  dwelling  houses  upon  the  south  side  of  White  River  are  ninety- 
four — furnishing  residences  for  one  hundred  and  forty  families. 
There  are  also  thirteen  shops,  stores,  churches,  and  other  buildings. 
Upon  the  north  side  of  White  River  there  are  twenty-three  dwelling 
houses,  furnishing  residence  for  thirty-three  families,  making  on 
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the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty  buildings,  and  residences  for 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three  families. 

“School  records  indicate  that  in  1877  there  were  upon  the  south 
side  of  White  River,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  families  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty-six  children  under  twenty  years  of  age;  upon 
the  north  side  there  were  thirty-three  families  and  sixty-nine 
children  under  twenty  years — making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  families  and  three  hundred  and  five  children. 

“During  the  past  year  the  number  of  new  dwellings  and  other 
buildings  erected  will  average  as  great  as  in  the  past  ten  years ;  and 
for  the  present  year  preparations  are  being  made  for  other  new 
buildings,  one  of  which  is  the  new  Methodist  meeting  house.” 

“N.B.S.” 

Doubtless  these  are  the  initials  of  the  late  Noah  B.  Safford.  Mr. 
Safford  was  White  River  Junction  Postmaster  from  September  1, 
1879,  until  his  death  March  10,  1886.  Mention  in  the  letter  of  the 
anticipated  building  of  the  Methodist  meeting  house  would  place 
the  date  of  the  letter  as  1878. 


MILLS  IN  QUECHEE  VILLAGE 

The  village  of  Quechee  was  first  known  as  Quechy.  On  July  26, 
1855,  the  name  of  the  village  was  changed  to  Queechy.  The  present 
name  of  the  village  was  adopted  March  16,  1868. 

Some  of  the  earliest  mills  in  the  Township  were  erected  in 
Quechee,  the  Ottauquechee  River  affording  some  of  the  most 
desirable  waterpower  in  the  entire  Hartford  grant. 

As  early  as  1765  provisions  were  made  by  the  town  for  an  appro¬ 
priation  for  a  sawmill  in  the  village.  The  sawmill  was  built  about 
1769  by  Benjamin  Burtch,  Abel  and  Elisha  Marsh,  and  Joshua 
Dewey.  Jonathan  Burtch  purchased  this  property  in  1771  and 
added  a  grist  mill  and  fulling  mill.  He  operated  his  mills  for  seven 
years,  selling  them  in  1778  to  Lionel  Udall.  Two  weeks  later  Lionel 
Udall  disposed  of  his  purchase  to  Joseph  and  Elisha  Marsh. 

Numerous  transfers  followed  and  eventually  all  mill  privileges 
came  into  the  possession  of  Eleazer  Harwood  and  Matthew  Ransom. 
Several  more  transactions  ensued  and  John  Downer  &  Company 
gained  sole  ownership  of  the  village  mill  properties.  In  1825  they 
built  the  brick  building  now  standing  in  the  village. 

This  company  failed  and  the  Quechee  Manufacturing  Company 
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J.  C.  Parker  Mill 


that  followed  immediately  operated  the  mills  unsuccessfully  and 
closed  its  doors  in  1828.  In  1857  Taft  and  Parker  of  Barre,  Ver¬ 
mont,  purchased  the  property.  Mr.  Taft  retired  the  following  year, 
leaving  J.  C.  Parker  to  continue  the  business  alone  until  1866.  In 
that  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  S.  Dewey  and  Wm. 
Lindsey. 

In  October  of  1869  the  mill  was  extensively  damaged  by  high 
water  which  undermined  the  north  wing  so  that  it  collapsed  and 
much  of  the  wool  was  lost  and  valuable  machinery  was  damaged. 
The  building  was  rebuilt  in  1870  and  was  operated  by  J.  C.  Parker 
until  1906. 

The  business  was  sold  to  Robert  L.  Harris  and  Almon  G.  Harris. 
In  1908  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  Harris,  Emery  Company 
bringing  the  Quechee  Mills  and  the  Dustin  Island  Woolen  Mill  of 
Penacook,  New  Hampshire,  under  one  management.  Enlargements 
to  the  mill  in  1915  nearly  doubled  its  output. 

Robert  L.  Harris,  president  of  the  mill,  died  July  4,  1923.  The 
Harris,  Emery  Company  closed  the  Quechee  mill  on  February  1, 
1951,  and  moved  its  equipment  to  the  Penacook  mill. 
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Howe  Truss  Bridge  Over  Quechee  Gulf 

THE  WOODSTOCK  RAILROAD 

The  act  to  incorporate  the  Woodstock  Railroad  Company  was 
approved  October  30,  1863. 

“This  act  conferred  the  right  of  building  a  railroad,  with  single 
or  double  track,  from  some  point  in  the  village  of  Woodstock  to 
some  point  on  or  near  White  River  or  Connecticut  River,  either  in 
the  town  of  Hartland  or  Hartford  and  passing  through  either  or 
any  of  the  towns  of  Woodstock,  Pomfret,  Hartford,  with  the  right 
of  crossing  the  railroad  of  any  other  company  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  persons  and  property  by  team  or  horse  power  with  the 
stipulation  that  the  company  must  commence  construction  within 
eight  years  and  expend  at  least  five  thousand  dollars  and  complete 
the  road  within  fifteen  years.” 

The  construction  of  the  road  did  not  begin  until  1869.  Six  years 
later,  May  21,  1875,  the  first  rail  was  laid  at  White  River  Junction. 
The  Howe  truss  bridge  over  Quechee  Gulf,  one  of  the  outstanding 
feats  of  engineering  of  the  day,  was  completed  on  August  12th  and 
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Construction  of  the  Howe  Truss  Bridge 


an  engine  was  driven  over  it  for  the  first  time.  The  road  opened 
officially  with  special  excursions  September  28,  29,  and  30,  1875. 

The  length  of  the  road  was  13  88/100  miles,  with  3/4  miles  of 
side  track.  The  Howe  bridge  was  250  feet  long  and  the  deck  was 
163  feet  above  the  stream.  The  road  cost  $509,000. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  builders  to  extend  the  Woodstock 
railroad  to  Rutland  eventually — an  ambition  that  was  never  real¬ 
ized. 

The  construction  of  wooden  bridges  for  railroads  presented  a 
challenge  to  bridge  designers.  The  use  of  iron  rods  and  bolts 
became  more  common  during  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century 
when  bridges  were  erected  with  iron  uprights  and  wooden  diagonal 
or  crossbeams.  William  Howe  of  Massachusetts  patented  a  bridge 
of  this  nature  in  1840  and  sold  his  patent  rights  to  one  of  his  asso¬ 
ciates,  Amasa  Stone,  the  following  year.  Many  bridges  were  erected 
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using  this  plan  during  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

On  August  IB,  1875,  the  day  after  the  first  engine  crossed  the 
Howe  truss  bridge,  nearly  3000  people  assembled  in  Quechee 
to  celebrate  the  event.  Four  brass  bands  were  on  hand  to  add  a 
festive  touch  to  the  occasion.  A  grand  ball  was  held  in  Quechee 
village  that  evening. 


The  Last  Run  of  the  Woodstock 


The  H.  H.  Paine — Harry  Paine,  Engineer 


On  April  15,  1933,  fifty-eight  years  after  its  first  run,  the 
Woodstock  railroad  had  its  last  excursion.  In  Woodstock,  Vermont, 
at  11 :00  a.m.  Charlie  Furber,  the  station  agent,  closed  his  ticket 
window  for  the  last  time.  The  engineer,  Harry  Paine  from  White 
River  Junction,  opened  the  throttle  and  the  old  “H.  H.  Paine” 
chugged  out  of  the  Woodstock  station  for  its  final  run. 

The  farewell  excursion  was  a  28-mile  round  trip  to  White  River 
with  a  train  made  up  of  the  locomotive,  three  steel  passenger  cars 
borrowed  from  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad,  and  an  old  wooden 
combination  car.  The  train  carried  about  350  passengers. 
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Old  H.  H.  Paine  at  Quechee  Station 


At  the  steepest  grade  near  Quechee  Gulf,  called  Shallies  Hill,  the 
train  was  unable  to  make  the  incline.  Upon  investigation  the  engi¬ 
neer  discovered  that  someone  had  greased  the  rails.  Uncoupling, 
he  made  the  run  light  and  sanded  the  rails.  He  then  returned  and 
coupled  onto  the  steel  cars  and  took  them  to  the  Junction  and  then 
returned  for  the  combination  car. 

At  2  :45  p.m.  the  last  Woodstock  train  pulled  out  of  White  River 
Junction.  The  engine  bell  tolled  continuously  for  the  last  half  mile 
into  Woodstock.  Its  final  run  completed,  the  Woodstock  railroad 
became  history. 


Delivery  — Not  So  Special 

News  item,  April  12,  1884 — “The  train 
from  Woodstock  was  four  hours  late  due  to 
a  clay  slide.  Meanwhile  the  mail  and  pas¬ 
sengers  came  in  on  a  hand  car.” 
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St.  Anthony’s  Catholic  Church,  South  Main  Street 

Erected  1871 


ST.  ANTHONY’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  Mass  offered  in  White  River  Junc¬ 
tion,  Vermont,  was  celebrated  by  Rev.  John  B.  Daley  in  1847. 

In  1869  the  Rev.  Magloire  Pigeon  was  assigned  to  the  White 
River  Junction  parish.  A  year  later  he  purchased  the  Mosely  prop¬ 
erty  adjacent  to  St.  Anthony’s  cemetery  on  South  Main  street.  In 
1871-72  he  built  the  first  St.  Anthony’s  church,  a  rectory,  and  also 
a  parochial  school  on  this  land. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James  Whitaker,  1884-1892,  a  new 
rectory  was  built  and  the  church  enlarged  to  accommodate  the 
growing  Catholic  population. 

Rev.  William  Lonergan  was  transferred  to  the  White  River 
parish  from  Windsor,  Vermont,  in  May  1894.  Fr.  Lonergan  pur¬ 
chased  the  Tewksbury  property  on  Church  street  and  commenced 
plans  for  the  erection  of  a  new  church  for  his  flock.  A  subscription 
list  was  opened  for  the  new  church  in  September  of  1896.  The  drive 
was  successful  and  the  foundation  for  the  church  was  nearly 
completed  and  the  cornerstone  was  laid  on  Thanksgiving  Day — 
November  25,  1897. 
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St.  Anthony’s  Catholic  Church — Erected  1898 


In  the  cornerstone  were  placed  an  appropriate  record  of  the  event 
with  copies  of  the  Landmark  and  Boston  papers,  and  U.  S.  coins. 
The  silver  trowel  used  by  Bishop  Beaven  of  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  on  the  occasion  was  presented  to  the  individual  making 
the  largest  contribution.  This  award  went  to  the  postmaster,  Charles 
A.  Fitzpatrick. 

The  church  was  dedicated  with  impressive  services  on  Sunday, 
October  30,  1898. 

Under  the  recent  pastorate  of  Rev.  Edwin  T.  Buckley,  1956- 
1963,  the  church  was  completely  remodelled  inside  and  out.  Recent 
purchases  of  the  Stone  property  on  Church  street,  and  the  Santaw 
and  Sheldon  property  on  North  Main  street  has  provided  St.  An¬ 
thony’s  parish  with  full  ownership  of  all  the  property  adjacent  to 
the  church  from  the  end  of  North  Main  street  to  Church  street  and 
along  the  north  side  of  Church  street  to  the  Gates  street  inter¬ 
section. 
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George  W.  Smith 

SMITH  AND  SONS,  INC. 

Purchasing,  in  1837,  a  cracker  and  confectionery  business,  which 
had  been  started  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  in  1815,  by  a  Mr. 
Sims,  Mr.  E.  K.  Smith  began  a  business  which  prospered  and  thrived 
under  continued  management  by  members  of  the  Smith  family 
until  its  abandonment  in  1934.  Previous  to  the  purchase,  Mr.  Smith 
had  conducted  a  similar  business  at  Bath,  New  Hampshire,  under 
the  name  of  Sturtevant  and  Smith. 

At  the  age  of  15,  Mr.  Smith’s  son,  George  Williston  Smith,  en¬ 
tered  the  candy  and  cracker  factory  of  his  father.  After  thoroughly 
mastering  details  of  the  trade  he  went  on  the  road  with  a  wagon 
and  four  large  horses  taking  orders  from  various  merchants  and 
supplying  them  with  goods  which  he  carried.  He  continued  in  this 
manner  until  1871,  when  his  father  retired  from  active  manage¬ 
ment. 

As  it  was  evident  that  White  River  Junction,  Vermont,  would 
afford  a  more  convenient  shipping  point  for  the  goods,  Mr.  Smith 
removed  his  business  to  this  place,  building  a  spacious  brick  build- 
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ing  of  two  stories  and  basement.  The  firm  was  known  as  E.  K. 
Smith  until  1867.  From  1867  until  1877  it  was  called  E.  K.  Smith  & 
Son.  When  the  business  was  removed  to  White  River  Junction, 
Mr.  E.  K.  Smith  retired  from  active  participation  in  the  business 
but  retained  his  interest  until  his  death  in  1877. 

Although  it  is  not  intended  at  this  time  to  chronicle  the  history 
of  the  White  River  Paper  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  was  a 
founder,  an  interesting  sidelight  makes  it  pertinent  to  mention  the 
names  of  the  founders. 

On  April  19,  1881,  the  White  River  Paper  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized  with  George  W.  Smith,  President;  and  Alma  C.  Farman, 
George  W.  Smith  and  S.  L.  Farman  as  directors.  Their  place  of 
business  was  in  the  basement  of  Smith’s  block. 

Subsequent  to  the  announcement  of  this  partnership,  an  item 
appeared  in  “The  Landmark”,  local  newspaper,  then  under  the 
management  of  A.  A.  Earle,  as  follows : 

“We  are  sorry  to  chronicle  the  fact  that  Smith’s  bakery,  with  all 
its  contents,  together  with  Cumming’s  job  printing  office,  was 
burned  Thursday  forenoon.  P.S.  This  news  may  be  a  little  early 


Smith  Team  in  Hanover 


68 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


First  Smith  Building  in  White  River — 1871 


but  we  wish  to  be  ahead  with  the  news.  Farman  has  moved  into 
the  basement  and  as  he  has  been  burned  out  in  business  three  times 
and  his  house  once,  all  inside  of  six  years,  it  is  safe  to  say  the 
bakery  “must  go”  sometime. ” 

Unfortunately  this  prediction  did  come  true.  On  February  15, 
1884,  Smith’s  bakery  did  catch  fire  with  damages  to  the  extent  of 
$10,000  to  $12,000.  The  fire  was  confined  to  one  section  by  fire 
doors. 

After  the  fire,  a  larger  three-story  building  and  basement  of 
ninety-foot  frontage  was  added.  A  fine  brick  stable  and  additional 
buildings  were  added  as  occasion  demanded. 

George  W.  Smith  was  active  in  town  affairs  and  secured  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  high  school  building  in  1884  and  in  1896  the  addition  of 
its  exact  duplicate.  He  gave  time  and  money  toward  the  building 
of  the  State  Fair  Grounds  and  to  building  the  railroad  to  it. 

When  the  First  National  Bank  of  White  River  was  begun  on 
February  6,  1886,  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Smith  block,  Mr. 
George  W.  Smith  became  its  first  president.  The  bank  was  organ¬ 
ized  with  the  following  officers :  George  W.  Smith,  President, 
George  W.  Gates,  Vice-President — George  W.  Smith,  George  W. 
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Smith  &  Son  Building — Erected  1884 


Gates,  George  W.  Barnes,  Edward  Morris  and  Wyman  Pettee, 
Directors. 

In  1899,  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the  Vermont  Baking  Company 
and  established  this  business  near  the  underpass  in  the  building 
presently  occupied  by  the  Inter-State  Tire  Recapping  Company. 
This  building  had  been  built  by  Mr.  Smith  in  1890  to  lease  as  a 
steam  laundry.  When  he  bought  the  bakery  the  laundry  was  moved 
to  West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire.  The  bakery  business  prospered 
and  in  1910  a  new  building  was  built  for  this  purpose  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  Ward  Baking  Company.  This  business  was 
operated  under  the  Smith  ownership  until  1923. 

George  Smith’s  son,  Robert  E.  Smith,  joined  the  firm  and  was 
taken  into  partnership  by  Mr.  Smith  on  April  15,  1892.  The  name 
of  the  firm  was  then  changed  to  George  W.  Smith  and  Son. 

At  the  time  of  George  W.  Smith’s  death  in  1905,  his  son  Robert 
Everett  Smith,  took  over  the  management  of  the  business.  Robert 
Smith,  during  his  lifetime,  was  also  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  Mr.  Smith  operated  the  cracker  and  candy  business  with 
the  addition  of  the  Vermont  Baking  Company  until  his  death  in 
1917. 
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When  Mr.  Smith  died,  the  ownership  of  the  business  came  into 
the  hands  of  his  two  sons,  George  W.  and  Robert  W.  Smith. 

At  the  time  of  their  father’s  death,  both  of  Mr.  Smith’s  sons 
were  serving  in  the  Armed  Forces  in  World  War  I.  The  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Smith  &  Sons,  Inc.  and  active 
management  of  the  business  rested  largely  in  the  hands  of  Asa  B. 
Hebard,  an  uncle,  covering  the  period  1917-1919. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  service,  George  Smith  assumed 
sole  management  of  the  business  until  the  graduation  of  his 
brother,  Robert,  from  Williams  College  in  1921,  at  which  time 
both  brothers  operated  the  business  together. 

In  1923  they  sold  the  Vermont  Baking  Company  portion  of  the 
business  to  George  C.  West,  its  manager. 

The  candy  and  cracker  business  ceased  operations  on  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1934,  largely  due  to  lessening  demands  for  the  company’s 
products.  The  building  was  razed  in  1942. 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Smith  is  currently  the  representative  of  the  Ver¬ 
mont  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  and  resides  in  Brandon, 
Vermont. 

Mr.  George  W.  Smith  is  the  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Smith, 
Batchelder,  Smith,  Rugg  &  Darling,  Certified  Public  Accountants. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  in  White  River 
Junction,  and  director  of  the  Interstate  Trust  Company.  As  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  First  National  Bank  he  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
both  his  father  and  grandfather. 


Westward  Ho! 

“Business  men  and  capitalists  are  agitat¬ 
ing  the  question  of  extending  the  Woodstock 
railroad  directly  west  to  Rutland,  a  distance 
of  20  miles.  That  was  the  original  intention 
when  the  road  was  surveyed  from  this  place 
to  Woodstock.  The  region  from  Woodstock 
to  Rutland  is  particularly  rich  in  soapstone 
and  a  whole  mountain  of  solid  granite  exists 
between  Stockbridge  and  Bethel.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  the  matter  will  be  pushed 
through  the  coming  Spring.” — The  Land¬ 
mark,  February  28,  1890. 
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Copied  from  the  first  edition  of  “The  Quechee  Times’’  dated  De¬ 
cember  11,  1872 : 

“We  feel  sure  that  all  will  agree  with  us  in  saying  that  for  a 
village  of  our  small  size,  we  can  boast  of  more  enterprise  than  can 
be  found  in  any  other  known  place.  At  the  present  time  of  writing 
we  are  successfully  running  two  of  the  largest  manufacturies  in  the 
country,  three  variety  stores,  all  doing  a  good  business,  one  grocery, 
two  millinery  stores,  one  carriage  shop,  one  harness  and  trunk 
shop,  one  livery  stable,  one  tannery,  two  blacksmith  shops,  one  cider 
mill,  one  ornamental  cabinet  maker,  one  barber,  three  shoemakers, 
six  laundries,  four  machinists,  one  meat  market,  one  watchmaker, 
three  mantua  makers,  two  newspapers,  “The  Times”  and  “Quechee 
Star”,  one  unrivalled  cornet  band,  one  physician  and  surgeon,  one 
local  editor,  two  school  teachers,  one  museum  of  curiosities,  said 
to  be  the  largest  and  most  valuable  collection  in  the  State,  the  best 
graded  school  house  in  the  country,  the  newest  and  prettiest  church 
in  Vermont,  a  very  able  lyceum  corps,  a  distinguished  theatre 
troupe,  one  large  and  well  guarded  hall,  carefully  preserved  for 
ornament,  one  1812  soldier,  one  truthful  and  charitable  sewing 
society,  one  Gulf,  becoming  almost  as  celebrated  as  Niagara,  the 
largest  collection  of  tax-paying  dogs  to  be  found  in  any  town  or 
city  in  New  England. 

Who  can  beat  us?” 
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Episcopal  Church,  Gates  Street 

ST.  PAUL’S  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


Information  concerning  the  early  history  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
Church  in  White  River  Junction  was  obtained  from  a  year  book 
published  in  1930  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Vernon  A.  Weaver. 

The  first  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church  held  in  White  River 
Junction  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Mcllraine,  rector  of 
St.  James  in  Woodstock,  in  1862  and  1863.  These  services  were 
occasional  until  1868. 

St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in  1868.  The  first 
rector  of  this  church  was  Rev.  James  Houghton  of  Hanover,  New 
Hampshire.  The  church  was  built  in  1874.  The  first  clergyman  to 
officiate  at  the  new  church  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Taylor  of  Wind¬ 
sor,  Vermont.  This  service  was  held  on  December  6  of  that  year. 

The  first  resident  clergyman  was  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Flanders  who 
served  from  1882  to  1889. 

The  church  was  consecrated  at  special  services  conducted  by 
Rev.  Arthur  C.  A.  Hall,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Vermont,  on  Sunday, 
November  18,  1894. 
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Funds  were  raised  and  a  rectory  was  added  to  the  church  prop¬ 
erty  in  1909.  In  1924  Rev.  Lyman  Rollins  took  charge  of  the 
church  and  under  his  direction  the  interior  of  the  church  was 
remodelled  and  improved. 

On  October  31,  1962,  Robert  and  Florence  Sawyer  deeded  to  the 
Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 
a  parcel  of  land  on  Taft’s  Flat.  Plans  are  being  developed  for  a 
new  church  and  parish  house  on  this  land.  Construction  is  expected 
to  begin  during  the  fall  of  1963. 


THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

There  is  evidence  of  Methodist  membership  in  town  as  early  as 
1811,  although  no  church  existed  within  the  township  until  1845. 
This  first  church  was  in  the  Jericho  district  and  originally  had 
twenty-five  members.  The  church  continued  services  until  about 
1874  when  membership  had  fallen  away  by  death  and  other  causes 
so  that  further  efforts  to  continue  were  apparently  useless,  and  the 
building  was  sold  and  removed  to  North  Hartland  where  it  was 
used  for  business  purposes. 

In  White  River  Junction  in  1877  Methodist  services  were  held 
in  the  hall  of  the  Junction  House  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Hough.  On 
August  10,  1878  the  hotel  burned.  The  members  then  immediately 
set  about  building  a  meeting  house  of  their  own.  The  building  was 
completed  in  the  autumn  of  1878.  The  church  had  a  seating  capac¬ 
ity  of  400  members  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,700.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  10,  1885,  the  church  was  dedicated  at  services  conducted  by 
Bishop  Harris.  At  the  time  of  the  dedication  the  church  was  en¬ 
tirely  free  of  debt. 

A  parsonage  was  added  to  the  church  property  in  1891.  The  resi¬ 
dence  is  located  on  Maplewood  Terrace.  Electric  lights  were  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  church  in  1892  and  for  a  period  thereafter  continual 
improvements  were  made  to  the  property  annually. 

Complete  remodelling  of  the  church  was  done  in  1915  and  during 
that  year  a  bell  was  purchased  and  installed  in  the  church  steeple. 
On  February  7,  1915  the  church  was  rededicated  by  Bishop  Ham¬ 
ilton. 

The  church  celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary  with  special 
services  and  activities  on  Sunday,  May  18,  Tuesday,  May  20,  and 
Sunday  May  25,  1952. 
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Methodist  Church  Built  in  1878 


Starting  in  November  of  1962  remodelling  of  the  entrance  and 
the  steeple  of  the  church  was  undertaken.  The  top  of  the  steeple 
was  lifted  from  the  church  on  December  24,  1962,  and  the  bell  was 
lowered  and  suspended  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  tower. 
Instead  of  a  central  entrance,  two  side  entrances  have  been  created 
by  widening  the  front  of  the  church.  The  stairways  have  been 
built  completely  under  cover  and  protected  from  the  weather. 


Battle  of  the  Wickets 

“Dr.  Hoffman  and  a  few  others  have  hired 
the  vacant  lot  east  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  are  fitting  it  up  for  a  croquet  ground. 
Why  not  form  a  club?”  .  .  .  “Croquet  is  all 
the  rage  now  and  terrible  war  is  waged 
upon  the  grounds  by  the  church  every  eve¬ 
ning.” — The  Landmark ,  July  22,  1882. 
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FIRST  UNIVERSALIST  SOCIETY 

The  building  now  used  by  Myrtle  Lodge  No.  27  I.  0.  0.  F.  was 
originally  erected  as  a  church  for  the  First  Universalist  Society. 
A  plaque  on  the  wall  inside  the  building  gives  a  brief  account  of 
its  history : 

FIRST  UNIVERSALIST  SOCIETY 
OF  WHITE  RIVER  JUNCTION,  VERMONT 
ORGANIZED  IN  1878 
CHURCH  BUILT  IN  1878 
ON  LOT  DONATED  BY  ASAPH  T.  TAFT 
TRUST  FUND  CREATED  BY  ORREN  A.  TAFT 
IN  1898,  BY  WILL,  FOR  PREACHING 
SERVICES  CARRIED  ON  UNTIL  1945 
THE  TAFT  HEIRS  WHO  WERE 
RE  VERSION  ARIES  TO  THE  TITLE  SOLD  THEIR 
INTEREST  IN  THE  LOT,  AND  THE  UNIVERSALIST 
SOCIETY  CONVEYED  THE  BUILDING  TO 
MYRTLE  LODGE  NO.  27  1.0.0. F. 

WHO  ASSUMED  CARE  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF 
THE  PROPERTY,  THE  SOCIETY  RESERVING  RIGHT  TO 
CONDUCT  RELIGIOUS  AND  SOCIAL  GATHERINGS 
AS  PROVIDED  IN  DEED  FROM  SOCIETY  TO  MYRTLE  LODGE 

This  plaque  is  Erected  by  the  Society 
as  a  Perpetual  Memorial  to  the  Founders 
and  is  to  be  on  Display  at  all  Times  in  the 
Auditorium  Near  the  Entrance 
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One  of  the  Early  Canal  Locks  on  the  Connecticut 

THE  WILDER  STORY 


There  is  evidence  that  a  wing  dam  existed  at  the  White  River 
Falls,  near  Olcott,  as  early  as  1785.  The  water  was  used  by  small 
mills  for  grinding  grain,  sawing  wood  and  similar  purposes.  In 
1795  the  Vermont  Legislature  granted  a  charter  to  “The  Proprie¬ 
tors  of  White  River  Falls”  containing  the  right  to  build  a  canal 
and  bridge. 

No  work  was  done  along  this  line  until  a  company  was  incor¬ 
porated  under  a  New  Hampshire  Act  in  1807  entitled  “An  Act 
Granting  to  Mills  Olcott  the  Privilege  of  Locking  White  River 
Falls.”  This  was  followed  in  1810  by  the  erection  of  a  dam  and  two 
separate  canals  with  locks.  After  the  building  of  the  Passumpsic 
Division  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  about  1849,  use  of  these 
canals  was  discontinued.  A  few  years  later  high  water  carried  away 
the  dam. 

In  1880  the  water  rights  were  acquired  by  the  Wilder  Brothers, 
paper  manufacturers  of  Boston,  and  a  cribwork  dam  was  built  at 
the  Upper  Falls.  Work  on  this  dam  was  started  August  10,  1882. 
The  dam  was  808  feet  in  length,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $50,000. 
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Paper  Mill — Wilder,  Vermont 

The  work  was  completed  on  January  10,  1888.  Also  in  1888,  a  sus¬ 
pension  foot-bridge  was  built  across  the  river  at  Olcott  Falls  which 
was  first  put  into  use  April  21st. 

A  pulp  mill  was  completed  August  26,  1883  at  which  time  the 
lower  falls  were  blasted  out.  The  mill  specialized  in  the  manufac¬ 
turing  of  paper  for  the  city  news  publishers. 

Olcott  was  designated  as  a  railroad  station  on  the  Passumpsic 
Division  in  December  of  1885,  and  a  post  office  was  established  in 
the  village  two  years  later. 

In  conjunction  with  the  development  of  Olcott  a  new  road  was 
built  from  White  River  Junction  to  the  village  by  way  of  Taft’s 
Flat.  The  road  formerly  ran  from  White  River  Junction  and  ended 
at  the  Orrin  Taft  farm  on  the  Flat.  The  only  route  to  Olcott  at  the 
time  was  by  way  of  Christian  street.  The  new  road  connecting 
the  two  villages  was  completed  November  25th,  1882. 

Shortly  after  assuming  control  of  their  new  property,  in  1882, 
the  Wilder  brothers  opened  an  old  boarding  house  adjacent  to  the 
mill  for  the  use  of  their  employees.  The  company  announced  that 
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Charles  T.  Wilder 


they  were  prepared  to  offer  board  for  their  help  at  a  rate  of  $3.50 
per  week.  Wages  offered  to  common  hands  at  the  time  was  $1.50 
per  day.  The  Wilders  were  very  considerate  of  their  employees. 
They  provided  them  with  good  working  conditions  and  rewarded 
them  with  gifts  and  bonuses  on  special  occasions. 

In  1883  the  Olcott  Falls  Company  erected  a  new  two  and  a  half 
story  boarding  house. 

After  moving  into  the  sparsely  settled  community  of  Olcott, 
Mr.  Charles  T.  Wilder  took  a  pioneer’s  interest  in  the  development 
of  his  newly  adopted  village.  He  set  about  planning  the  streets, 
contributed  both  time  and  money  to  civic,  social,  and  educational 
projects,  and  aided  the  residents  in  establishing  the  Congregational 
Church  in  the  community. 

As  the  village  grew  the  need  for  a  carriage  bridge  across  the 
Connecticut  River  at  this  point  seemed  more  and  more  essential  to 
the  local  residents.  In  August  of  1896  some  of  the  leading  citizens 
drafted  and  circulated  the  following  petition  which  was  signed  by 
residents  of  Lebanon  and  Hanover,  New  Hampshire  and  Hartford, 
Vermont : 
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“Your  petitioners  represent  that  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
public  there  is  occasion  for  a  new  highway  in  the  town  of  Lebanon 
beginning  on  the  Easterly  bank  of  the  Connecticut  river  at  a  point 
near  the  Northeasterly  end  of  Wilder  &  Co.'s  dam;  and  thence  in 
a  Southeasterly  direction  to  connect  with  the  highway  leading  from 
the  river-road,  so  called,  to  Olcott  Falls;  also  beginning  at  a  point 
near  the  Northeasterly  end  of  said  dam  and  thence  in  a  Westerly 
direction  on  and  over  said  Connecticut  river  to  the  Vermont  line 
in  the  town  of  Hartford.” 

After  receiving  the  petition  the  County  Commissioners  of  Grafton 
County,  New  Hampshire,  scheduled  a  hearing  at  Sargent’s  Hotel, 
West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  on  January  19,  1897.  At  this 
meeting  they  listened  to  the  pros  and  cons  concerning  the  proposed 
new  highway  and  bridge  and  stated  that  they  would  take  the  matter 
under  advisement  and  report  their  findings  at  the  April  session  of 
the  Grafton  County  Court. 

An  article  was  included  in  the  warning  for  the  Hartford  Town 
Meeting  of  March  2,  1897,  requesting  an  appropriation  of  $3,000 
to  defray  Hartford’s  portion  of  the  expense  for  the  building  of 
such  a  highway  and  bridge. 

This  appropriation  was  approved  by  the  voters. 

A  similar  article  was  included  in  the  warning  for  the  Town  Meet¬ 
ing  in  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire.  The  Lebanon  voters  rejected  the 
proposed  expenditure. 

In  April  the  Commissioners  reported  that  they  “examined  the 
land  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  petition  and  all  other  lands  requested 
by  counsel,  and  in  our  opinion  public  necessity  does  not  require  the 
laying  of  said  road.” 

Apparently  the  project  was  defeated. 

The  village  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Charles  T.  Wilder,  the 
following  August,  shortly  after  the  bridge  project  was  defeated. 
In  September  the  executors  of  his  estate  made  known  benefits  the 
Town  of  Olcott  would  receive  in  accordance  with  the  last  wishes 
of  the  deceased : 

Bequest  of  Charles  T.  Wilder 

“If  the  Town  of  Hartford,  and  the  village  now  called  Olcott, 
in  Vermont,  shall  within  two  years  from  the  time  of  my  decease, 
bring  about  the  change  of  name  of  said  village  from  that  of  Olcott, 
so  that  the  said  village  and  the  postoffice  and  R.  R.  station  shall  be 
called  Wilder,  then  in  token  of  my  regard  for  and  interest  in  the 
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The  Wilder  Bridge 


welfare  of  that  vicinity,  in  which  I  have  expended  so  much  of  my 
life’s  efforts  and  activity  and  in  promotion  of  such  welfare,  I  direct 
my  executor  to  construct  an  iron  bridge  across  the  Connecticut 
river  opposite  said  village  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $12,000.” 

With  little  doubt  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  citizens,  a  contract 
was  awarded  to  The  Boston  Bridge  Company  on  November  19, 
1897. 

On  December  10,  1897  notice  was  received  from  the  Post  Office 
Department  in  Washington  that  the  name  of  the  post  office  at 
Olcott  was  being  changed  to  Wilder,  Vermont,  and  henceforth  would 
be  known  by  that  name. 

Work  was  started  on  the  bridge  in  January  of  1898,  and  at  the 
Town  Meeting,  March  4,  1898,  Article  IV  of  the  warning  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  the  voters  changing  of  the  name  of  the 
village  of  Olcott  to  Wilder.  The  voters  gave  this  article  their  unani¬ 
mous  approval. 

At  their  Lebanon  town  meeting  the  voters  were  requested  to 
approve  an  appropriation  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the 
bridge  and  building  of  a  highway  to  it.  This  measure  they  again 
rejected. 

The  bridge  became  the  object  of  much  friction  between  the 
villages  and  received  only  token  care  during  its  existence.  It  served 
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the  people  for  over  half  a  century,  being  removed  at  the  time  of  the 
building  of  the  new  Wilder  dam  in  1950. 

In  February,  1899,  the  Olcott  Falls  Paper  Company  sold  their 
property  to  the  International  Paper  Company.  In  1926  a  new  con¬ 
crete  dam  was  located  slightly  downstream  from  the  original  one. 
The  plant  at  that  time  consisted  of  a  dam  with  a  spillway  about  635 
feet  long  and  a  canal  along  the  Vermont  shore  leading  to  the  power¬ 
house.  One  of  the  powerhouses,  constructed  in  1910,  furnished  elec¬ 
tricity  for  the  paper  mill.  A  second  powerhouse  was  originally  a 
grinder  room  but  as  the  manufacture  of  paper  decreased  electric 
generators  were  connected  to  the  grinder  wheels  from  time  to  time. 
Eventually  there  were  five  generating  units  in  the  two  powerhouses. 
The  paper  mill  discontinued  operation  in  1927.  After  the  closing 
of  the  paper  mill  the  Olcott  Falls  Power  Company  operated  under 
a  trust  agreement  for  the  International  Paper  Company  until  it 
was  sold  to  the  Bellows  Falls  Hydro-Electric  Company  in  October 
of  1942. 

The  New  England  Electric  system  built  a  new  dam  at  Wilder  in 
1950.  At  this  time  the  old  dam  was  destroyed  and  the  Wilder  bridge 
removed.  This  new  dam  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $16,000,000  and  is 
located  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  original  dam.  The  new 
power  plant  commenced  operation  December  1,  1950. 
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Paper  Company  Block — Lower  Floor  now  Occupied 
by  Greydon  Freeman,  Inc. 

THE  WHITE  RIVER  PAPER  COMPANY 


The  White  River  Paper  Company,  one  of  White  River  Junction’s 
few  remaining  home-owned  organizations,  opened  for  business 
April  19,  1881.  The  directors  were  Alma  C.  Farman,  George  W. 
Smith  and  Samuel  L.  Farman.  The  firm  was  located  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  Smith  &  Son  building. 

Samuel  L.  Farman  brought  to  the  business  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  paper  industry  having  worked  in  a  book  publishing  concern 
in  Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  for  thirty  years.  He  came  to  White 
River  Junction  in  1879  and  carried  on  a  small  paper  products 
business  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  White  River  Paper  Com¬ 
pany. 

Shortly  after  its  organization  the  paper  company  engaged  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  Union  freight  depot  for  storage  of  its  stock.  On  Tuesday, 
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January  2,  1883,  the  depot  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  paper  com¬ 
pany  suffered  a  loss  of  over  $4,500  in  paper  goods. 

The  firm  prospered  under  the  Smith  and  Farman  management 
and,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Smith’s  death  in  1905,  Mr.  Farman  assumed 
control  of  the  thriving  concern.  In  1907  the  firm  moved  into  the 
Barnes  building  on  the  corner  of  North  Main  and  Currier  streets. 

J.  Pratt  Kimball  of  West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  and  George 
G.  Nichols  of  White  River  Junction,  Vermont,  entered  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  firm  in  the  1890’s.  Both  men,  actively  associated  with 
the  paper  company,  assumed  ownership  when  Mr.  Farman  died 
in  1911. 

The  townspeople,  recognizing  Mr.  Nichol’s  business  ability, 
elected  him  Selectman  in  1916.  Mr.  Nichols  was  re-elected  con¬ 
tinuously  and,  when  he  relinquished  the  position,  had  served  the 
town  for  21  years. 

Mr.  Nichols  died  in  October  of  1943  and  Mr.  Kimball  retired 
in  1946.  Two  members  of  the  firm,  Robert  Whitney  and  Lawrence 
Nichols,  son  of  the  former  owner,  George  G.  Nichols,  purchased 
controlling  interest  in  1946  and  are  operating  the  firm  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Nichols  joined  the  paper  company  in  1930  and  Mr.  Whitney 
in  1936.  Robert  Whitney  and  Lawrence  Nichols  are  both  lifetime 
residents  of  the  town. 

In  1957  the  paper  company  moved  into  the  building  on  Gates 
street  formerly  occupied  by  Cross-Abbott  Company.  The  firm  pro¬ 
vides  employment  for  nineteen  persons,  nearly  all  of  whom  are 
local  residents.  These  employees  have  served  the  paper  company 
for  many  years  and  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  phases  of 
the  paper  business. 


Weather  Report — Wet  and  Breezy 

“Our  park  is  to  be  enlarged  three  times 
its  present  size,  a  walk  through  the  center. 
A  fountain  squirting  on  one  side  and  a 
massive  statue  of  our  Senator  on  the 
other.  Thus  the  park  will  have  a  pair  of 
squirts — a  water  squirt  and  a  wind  squirt. ” 
— The  Landmark,  April  7,  1883. 
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First  Issue  of  ‘‘The  Landmark” — 1882 

VILLAGE  NEWSPAPERS 

The  first  newspaper  in  Hartford  was  “The  White  River  Adver¬ 
tiser  and  Vermont  Family  Gazette”  published  by  Dr.  Ira  Davis 
of  Norwich  in  association  with  Mr.  E.  Southworth.  This  paper  was 
started  in  October  of  1852.  The  following  year  the  office  was 
destroyed  by  fire  and  the  paper  was  discontinued. 

On  January  1,  1878  the  “Republican  Observer”  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  with  Thomas  Hale  owner  and  publisher.  This  paper  continued 
until  June  1,  1880  at  which  time  it  was  transferred  to  Keene,  New 
Hampshire. 

The  next  attempt  at  news  publishing  in  the  Junction  was  “The 
Sun”.  This  paper  was  started  by  Royal  Cummings  on  December  9, 
1881.  Three  months  later,  March  12,  1882,  this  paper  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  A.  A.  Earle  and  converted  into  “The  Landmark.” 

On  January  18,  1884,  Royal  Cummings  again  entered  the  news¬ 
paper  field  when  he  started  the  “Valley  Sun”.  This  paper  was 
reduced  in  size  in  July  of  1885  and  shortly  afterwards  publication 
was  suspended. 
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Last  Issue  of  “The  Landmark” — 1952 


Mr.  Earle  published  “The  Landmark”  for  six  years.  In  December 
of  1888  he  sold  the  paper  to  Charles  R.  Jamason.  “The  Landmark” 
was  a  weekly  paper  and  during  the  period  when  the  paper  was 
owned  by  Mr.  Earle  and  Mr.  Jamason  each  issue  was  published  on 
Saturday. 

The  paper  remained  in  the  ownership  of  the  Jamason  family 
until  1922.  Horace  Jamason,  son  of  Charles  Jamason,  then  sold  the 
paper  to  Alfred  T.  Wright.  During  the  time  of  Mr.  Wright’s 
ownership  the  paper  was  issued  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Wright  operated  the  newspaper  until  his  death,  April  27, 
1949.  The  management  of  the  company  was  then  assumed  by  Mrs. 
Wright  with  the  assistance  of  a  son,  Alfred  T.  Wright,  Jr. 

In  its  issue  of  May  29,  1952,  “The  Landmark”  announced  the  sale 
of  the  newspaper  to  The  Valley  Publishing  Company  of  West 
Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  publishers  of  the  daily  paper  “The  Val¬ 
ley  News.” 

During  its  seventy  years  of  publication  “The  Landmark”  re¬ 
corded  for  the  local  residents  many  of  the  major  events  in  Hart¬ 
ford  history.  Crowded  into  these  years  was  the  transition  from 
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the  horse  and  buggy  days  to  the  age  of  the  automobile.  It  saw  the 
introduction  of  the  electric  light,  the  telephone,  the  phonograph, 
the  moving  pictures,  the  aeroplane,  the  radio,  the  television  and 
many  other  major  inventions.  During  its  existence  its  pages  con¬ 
tained  accounts  of  three  wars,  two  floods,  and  a  hurricane.  It 
served  the  townspeople  well  and  the  news  of  its  sale  was  received 
with  regret  by  its  many  local  subscribers. 

The  Wright  printing  establishment  continues  in  business  as  the 
“Right  Printing  Company,  Inc.”  The  firm  specializes  in  job  printing 
of  all  descriptions. 


THE  CIRCUS  ON  NUTTS  MEADOW 

On  August  11th,  1882,  Barnum  and  London  Shows  made  its 
appearance  in  White  River  Junction.  Notice  of  the  advent  of  this 
entertainment  was  given  well  in  advance.  Barnum’s  advertising 
car  appeared  in  the  vicinity  on  June  24th.  On  July  1st  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  local  paper  that  the  great  Barnum  had  contracted 
with  the  railroads  to  draw  fifty-five  cars  into  the  area.  This  was 
followed  by  his  displaying  over  700  feet  of  billboard  material  in 
the  village. 

Prize  exhibit  of  the  show  was  “Jumbo”,  the  famous  elephant. 
This  elephant  measured  11  feet  2  inches  high  at  the  shoulders. 
The  massive  beast  was  killed  in  a  railway  accident  in  Canada  in 
1885,  at  about  25  years  of  age.  The  skeleton  is  mounted  in  the 
National  Museum  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and  his  stuffed  hide  is 
preserved  at  Tufts  College  near  Boston. 

During  mid-morning  of  August  11th,  thousands  of  eager  people 
filled  every  available  spot  along  the  route  to  witness  the  circus 
parade  of  “The  Greatest  Show  on  Earth.”  No  circus  could  ever 
boast  of  a  larger  menagerie  of  African  wild  beasts,  a  finer  array 
of  elephants,  or  a  more  complete  collection  of  the  more  gentle  ani¬ 
mals  such  as  zebras,  llamas,  giraffes,  and  camels.  The  cages  of  the 
wild  beasts  were  drawn  by  beautiful  horses  and  spans  of  dainty 
ponies.  The  band,  the  horseback  riders,  and  the  clowns  thrilled 
young  and  old  alike  and  the  large  steam  calliope  with  its  loud  but 
pleasing  music  told  the  world  around  it,  as  only  this  instrument 
could,  that  today  is  Circus  day. 

Early  afternoon  found  the  crowd  wending  its  way  to  the  circus 
grounds  where  all  the  tinsel  and  glamour  of  the  show  world  was 
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Barnum  and  London  Circus 


on  exhibition.  The  afternoon  performance  was  attended  by  17,000 
persons  and  20,000  witnessed  the  evening  show. 

A  newspaper  editor  wrote  the  following  concerning  the  show : 

“Of  course  we  went.  How  could  we  stay  away?  There  is  an 
attraction  about  this  circus  to  average  humanity  which  is  unfathom¬ 
able,  and  when  an  aggregated,  consolidated-amalgamated-dozen- 
shows-in-one  like  this  furnished  the  magnetic  power,  no  one  but  a 

f 

Spartan  can  withstand  its  allurements;  and,  resigning  all  opposi¬ 
tion  to  its  fascinations,  men,  women,  and  even  children  feel  in 
duty  bound  to  take  in  the  show.  About  twenty  thousand  people 
thought  so  yesterday,  and  at  one  o’clock  the  rush  began.  The  nimble 
ticket  gatherers  quickly  and  quietly  admitted  the  multitude;  and, 
when  the  proportions  of  the  great  and  only  Jumbo,  looming  above 
the  other  elephants,  was  discerned,  no  one  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment.  He  was  the  great  elephant  of  the  age,  a  whole  show  in  hinf- 
self.  His  royal  highness  is  about  twelve  feet  tall,  and  in  all  respects 
a  generally  well-behaved  elephant.  He  feeds  on  cookies,  buns, 
cakes,  candy,  peanuts,  etc. ;  at  least,  that  is  what  we  fed  him.  And, 
as  his  appetite  was  not  appeased  when  we  left  him  to  the  tender 
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mercies  of  his  several  hundred  caterers,  the  tradition  that  ‘he 
occasionally  eats  hay’  may  not  be  a  myth.” 

Although  Barnum  is  credited  with  having  originated  the  expres¬ 
sion  that  “A  sucker  is  born  every  minute”  the  local  editor  closed 
his  editorial  with  the  following  statement : 

‘‘The  show  was  Barnum’s,  which  accounts  for  the  fact  that  all 
that  was  advertised  to  be  showed,  was  shown,  and  all  that  was 
advertised  to  be  did  was  done.  No  humbug  about  it.  Of  the  whole 
thing  there  was  but  one  voice — ‘the  best  thing  ever  seen’.” 


THE  VILLAGE  HALL 

Prior  to  1890  the  gathering  place  for  all  political  and  social 
activities  in  the  village  of  White  River  Junction  was  the  well- 
known  Village  Hall. 

Located  on  South  Main  Street,  the  hall  occupies  the  second  floor 
of  the  Lang  Hardware  building.  Although  its  age  cannot  definitely 


The  Village  Hall 
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be  determined,  this  building  existed  long  before  the  railroads  came 
to  the  Junction. 

On  town  meeting  day  this  hall  must  have  been  the  scene  of 
many  heated  debates  as  such  important  issues  as  the  building  of 
the  first  bridge  across  the  White  River  at  the  Junction,  and  the 
location  and  erection  of  the  first  high  school  in  the  village  were 
only  two  of  many  major  projects  brought  before  the  voters  for 
consideration. 

Votes  during  presidential  elections  were  also  cast  here  and,  in 
this  hall,  many  citizens  helped  to  elect  a  fellow  townsman,  Samuel 
E.  Pingree,  Governor  of  Vermont. 

The  hall  has  also  served  as  a  meeting  place  for  many  lodges  and 
societies  and  was  the  scene  of  local  shows  and  entertainments. 
Today  it  serves  as  storage  space  for  Mr.  Lang’s  hardware.  Time 
has  taken  its  toll  on  both  the  building  and  the  hall  although  the 
hall  still  shows  evidence  of  its  former  beauty.  When  it  was  papered 
and  painted  and  in  good  repair  it  must  have  been  a  very  suitable 
place  for  the  village  to  hold  its  political  functions. 

W.  H.  Laird  &  Co.,  a  dry  goods  store,  conducted  their  business 
in  this  building  at  the  time  this  photograph  was  taken  in  1882.  A 
portion  of  the  Barnum  and  London  Show’s  circus  parade  can  be 
seen  in  the  foreground. 


A  Weighty  Matter 

“Edson  &  Chadwick  have  a  new  pair  of 
scales  in  their  market.  The  old  ones  were 
unreliable.  Two-thirds  of  the  time  they 
were  obliged,  when  weighing  meat,  to  press 
down  upon  the  pan  with  the  little  finger 
and  thumb  in  order  to  give  the  customer 
full  weight.  With  the  new  ones  only  the 
finger  is  necessary.” — The  Landmark, 
July  18,  1885. 
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View  of  Main  Street  in  White  River  Junction  With  Junction  House 

in  Foreground  — 1884 


Old  Grover  Building  on  Site  of  Present  First  National  Bank  Occupied 
by  Wheeler  Brothers  Clothing  Store,  Wolfe’s  Restaurant,  Dr.  Hoffman 
— Dentist,  Dr.  S.  J.  Allen,  and  The  Landmark  — 1884 
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White  River  Junction  School  Building 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  BUILDING 

The  building  now  used  as  the  Municipal  Building  has  served  in 
many  capacities.  It  was  originally  called  “Hartford  High  School” 
and  housed  the  entire  White  River  Junction  elementary  classes 
and  served  likewise  as  the  High  School  for  the  Town  of  Hartford. 

This  building  is  actually  two  buildings  combined.  The  first  half, 
or  northern  portion,  near  Maple  Street,  was  built  in  1884.  A  news 
item  covering  the  school  meeting  at  the  time  stated  that  “the 
meeting  was  well  attended  and  showed  some  bad  blood,  though 
none  was  shed.  It  was  voted  at  the  school  meeting  to  have  a  high 
school,  to  have  a  suitable  building  erected  for  the  school,  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  select  a  site,  draw  plans  and  estimate  costs  of  same.” 

An  estimate  of  $10,000  was  made  and  the  following  item  picked 
by  “The  Landmark”  from  a  neighboring  newspaper  tells  the  final 
story : 

“White  River  Junction  has  a  new  $10,000  schoolhouse — ”  (Float¬ 
ing  Item) 

The  Landmark — “It  is  time  this  slander,  which  has  been  floating 
about  the  state  for  some  weeks,  was  refuted.  We  are  to  have  a 
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house,  which,  with  its  grounds  will  cost  not  a  cent  less  than  $15,000. 
At  a  school  meeting  held  Tuesday  evening  the  building  committee 
reported  that  the  entire  cost  of  the  whole  thing  to  this  date  is,  in 
round  numbers,  $13,600,  which  is  not  far  from  $3,000  in  excess  of 
funds  received  by  them.  After  some  discussion  it  was  finally  voted 
to  issue  bonds  amounting  to  $15,000  to  pay  all  indebtedness  of  the 
district  as  to  schoolhouse  matters.  As  $2,000  has  already  been 
raised  by  a  tax  levied  at  a  previous  meeting,  it  will  be  seen  that 
when  all  is  finished  up  we  are  in  for  a  $17,000  house,  and  perhaps 
more.  But  it  will  be  one  to  be  proud  of.  The  newspapers,  therefore, 
will  please  not  insult  us  any  more  by  talking  of  our  $10,000  school 
house — This  Junction  is  able  to  owe  and  knows  how.” 

In  1895  a  complete  duplicate  of  the  old  school  building  was  built 
and  joined  to  it  on  the  south  making  a  fine  looking  structure.  It  had 
eight  well-lighted,  well-heated  rooms.  These  rooms  were  occupied 
by  the  first  and  second  grade  primary,  first  and  second  grammar, 
preparatory  high,  and  high  school.  One  room  was  used  as  a  recita¬ 
tion  room  for  high  school  pupils  and  one  for  the  kindergarten. 

There  is  an  amusing  sidelight  concerning  the  Town  Meeting  in 
1895,  in  which  the  school  addition  was  to  be  considered.  Town 
Meetings  were  rotated  between  the  villages  of  Hartford,  White 
River  Junction  and  Quechee.  As  has  been  the  reaction  to  such  pro¬ 
posed  expenditures  throughout  the  years,  villages  throughout  the 
area  protested  against  expenditures  where  they  felt  that  they  were 
not  being  directly  benefited.  The  meeting  that  year  was  held  in 
Quechee.  There  was  much  heated  debate  and  very  little  action.  Just 
when  it  seemed  likely  that  some  action  would  be  taken  someone 
entered  the  hall  and  announced,  “The  train  for  White  River  is 
leaving  in  ten  minutes.”  The  hall  was  immediately  emptied  except 
for  about  ten  Quechee  residents.  All  outsiders  had  to  catch  the 
train.  A  special  town  meeting  was  called  in  White  River  a  month 
later  to  settle  the  unfinished  business. 


THE  QUECHEE  LIBRARY 

The  Quechee  library  association  organized  May  3,  1884  with  a 
roll  of  over  sixty  members.  Mrs.  E.  Gilson,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Whitman, 
D.  L.  Cushing,  J.  C.  Parker,  Rev.  F.  N.  Carter,  A.  P.  Dunsmoor 
and  Henry  Safford  were  elected  executive  committee. 
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Library  Building,  Quechee,  Vermont 


The  library  opened  in  the  millinery  rooms  of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Kendall, 
October  11,  1884,  with  about  250  books. 

In  1891  the  bandstand  located  opposite  the  general  store  was 
fitted  up  as  a  library  and  all  books  transferred  there. 

A  campaign  to  raise  funds  to  build  a  library  was  started  in  1907. 
Five  thousand  dollars  were  raised  and  the  present  library  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  opened  to  the  public  in  1909.  The  Quechee  Library  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  incorporated  that  same  year. 

The  library  program  has  been  supported  and  maintained  by  com¬ 
munity  fund-raising  projects  throughout  the  years.  Direct  aid  from 
the  Town  was  voted  for  the  first  time  in  1962. 


GOVERNOR  SAMUEL  E.  PINGREE 

Hon.  Samuel  Everett  Pingree  was  born  in  Salisbury,  New 
Hampshire,  August  2,  1832.  After  finishing  public  schools  he 
attended  the  academies  at  Andover,  New  Hampshire,  and  Mc- 
Indoes  Falls,  Vermont.  He  entered  Dartmouth  College  from  which 
he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1857.  He  then  studied  law  in  the  office 
of  his  cousin,  Hon.  A.  P.  Hunton,  of  Bethel,  Vermont,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  December  of  1859. 
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Portrait  of  Governor  Pingree 


Soon  afterwards  he  opened  an  office  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Stephen  M.  Pingree.  His  practice 
was  interrupted  by  service  during  the  Civil  War  from  which  he 
was  mustered  out,  July  27,  1864,  after  having  served  with  valor  and 
having  attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

He  returned  to  Hartford  where  he  resumed  his  law  practice 
and  made  rapid  progress  in  his  profession.  In  1868  he  became 
State’s  attorney  for  Windsor  County  and  gained  prominence  as  a 
criminal  lawyer.  In  1882  he  was  elected  lieutenant-governor  of 
Vermont  by  a  large  majority  and  in  1884  he  became  Vermont’s 
43rd  governor.  He  served  with  ability  and  wisdom  and  his  admin¬ 
istration  was  among  the  best  in  the  state. 

After  serving  his  term  as  governor,  he  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  State  Railroad  Commissioners  and  held  that  office  for  eight 
years. 

When  the  White  River  Savings  Bank  was  organized  in  1886  he 
became  its  first  president. 

During  the  same  year  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  he  was 
elected  Town  Clerk  of  Hartford,  Vermont,  a  position  he  held  for 
fifty  years. 

He  died  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  June  1,  1922. 
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Gibbs’  Livery  Stable,  White  River 

GIBBS’  LIVERY  STABLE 


Lyman  Gibbs  was  born  in  Brandon,  Vermont,  January  30,  1858. 
His  family  moved  to  Woodstock  while  he  was  young  and  he  received 
his  education  in  the  Woodstock  schools.  After  finishing  his  school¬ 
ing  he  found  employment  in  a  meat  market  in  West  Lebanon,  New 
Hampshire. 

The  first  mention  of  Lyman  Gibbs  in  Hartford  town  records  was 
on  September  12,  1885,  at  which  time  he  purchased  Southworth’s 
Livery  Stable.  In  1884,  Nathaniel  P.  Wheeler  in  company  with 
E.  C.  Gilbert  opened  a  grocery  store  just  around  the  corner  from 
Lyman  Gibbs’  Livery.  Attracted  by  Lyman  Gibbs’  success,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler  approached  Mr.  Gibbs  and,  after  reaching  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  was  mutually  acceptable.  Wheeler  bought  Mr.  Gibbs’ 
business  on  July  3,  1894.  Lyman  Gibbs  was  an  active  individual  and 
this  sudden  termination  of  his  employment  proved  more  than  his 
spirit  could  take.  Five  days  later,  on  July  8th,  Gibbs  wandered  back 
to  his  old  stamping  grounds,  bought  back  fifty  per  cent  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  entered  the  well-known  partnership  of  Gibbs  and  Wheeler. 
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This  combination  proved  very  successful  and  in  1901,  deciding 
to  further  advance  their  fortunes  the  partners  united  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Junction  House  from  William  Barron.  They  retained 
their  livery  business,  using  these  facilities  to  cater  to  their  many 
hotel  guests.  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  the  success  of  the  enter¬ 
prise  seemed  doubtful  but  the  two  men  offered  the  traveling 
public  the  best  accommodations  that  could  be  obtained  and  their 
reputation  for  hospitality  and  friendliness  made  their  hotel  a  focal 
point  for  travellers.  In  1912  Mr.  Gibbs  opened  the  first  Ford  agency 
in  the  village.  As  in  all  his  previous  ventures,  this  business  became 
a  success  under  his  management. 

Finally  failing  health  forced  Mr.  Gibbs  to  curtail  his  activities 
and  in  1923  he  sold  his  share  of  the  business  to  Nathaniel  Wheeler. 
Mr.  Wheeler  sold  the  garage  portion  of  the  business  to  William 
Wilmot  shortly  afterwards  and  Mr.  Wilmot  operated  it  until  his 
death  in  1936.  Mrs.  Wilmot  died  shortly  afterwards  and  the  garage 
was  sold  by  the  estate  to  Huber  Kendall  who  operates  it  at  the 
present  time. 

After  his  retirement,  Mr.  Gibbs  assisted  his  son,  Alfred,  in  his 
meat  market  for  a  short  time.  His  busy  career  ended  by  his  death 
October  7,  1924. 


NATHANIEL  P.  WHEELER 

Nathaniel  P.  Wheeler  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Norwich,  Vermont, 
February  3,  1863.  He  remained  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  local 
schools  until  he  was  sixteen.  He  found  employment  at  that  time  as 
a  clerk  in  the  General  Store  of  F.  F.  Holt  in  West  Hartford,  Ver¬ 
mont.  Working  as  a  clerk  in  Holt's  store  for  five  years,  he  saved 
a  tidy  sum  which  he  invested  in  a  general  store  in  White  River 
Junction,  Vermont.  At  this  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
E.  C.  Gilbert  calling  the  business  Gilbert  and  Wheeler. 

On  July  3,  1894,  Mr.  Wheeler  purchased  L.  A.  Gibbs’  livery 
business.  Five  days  later  Mr.  Gibbs  bought  back  half-interest  in 
the  business  and  the  livery  business  was  named  Gibbs  and  Wheeler. 

Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Wheeler  combined  their  resources  to  purchase 
the  Junction  House  in  1901.  The  hotel  and  livery  business  flourished 
under  their  management  for  many  years.  Due  to  failing  health, 
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President  Calvin  Coolidge  With  Nathaniel  P.  Wheeler 

Mr.  Gibbs  retired  from  the  business  selling  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Wheeler  in  1923.  Shortly  after  assuming  full  control  of  the  hotel, 
Mr.  Wheeler  changed  the  name  from  the  “Junction  House’’  to 
the  “Hotel  Coolidge”  in  honor  of  John  Coolidge,  father  of  President 
Calvin  Coolidge. 

On  January  29,  1925,  the  hotel  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire. 
Within  a  few  months  a  new  hotel  was  built  in  the  same  location, 
opening  again  as  the  “Hotel  Coolidge”.  This  is  the  hotel  that  pres¬ 
ently  occupies  the  central  location  in  the  village  of  White  River 
Junction. 

When  Nathaniel  P.  Wheeler’s  busy  career  ended  by  his  death, 
July  21,  1930,  the  village  of  White  River  Junction  lost  one  of  its 
most  colorful  business  men. 
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First  National  Bank  Building 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

The  desire  for  a  bank  in  White  River  Junction  was  evident  as 
early  as  March  18,  1882  when  the  following  article  appeared  in 
“The  Landmark” : 

“Our  ‘heavy’  citizens  are  agitating  the  organization  of  a  bank 
with  a  capital  of  $100,000  and  it  seems  with  good  prospects  of 
success.  Certainly  it  would  seem  that  this  is  a  good  point  for  a  bank, 
so  convenient  for  communications  in  all  directions.  We  cannot  trot 
to  Windsor  or  Woodstock  twice  or  three  times  a  week.” 

Plans,  however,  did  not  materialize  until  February  6,  1886.  It 
was  on  this  day  that  the  First  National  Bank  was  organized  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000.  The  first  president  was  George  W.  Smith  with 
George  W.  Gates  vice-president.  Serving  as  directors  were  George 
W.  Smith,  George  W.  Gates,  George  W.  Barnes,  Edward  Morris, 
and  Wyman  Pettee. 

On  April  9  the  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  authorized  the  bank 
to  open  for  business.  The  first  banking  quarters  were  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Smith  &  Son  block. 
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The  bank  was  a  success  from  the  start  and  soon  required  larger 
quarters.  On  May  31st,  1892,  the  building  presently  occupied  by 
the  bank  was  completed  and  business  was  transferred  to  the  new 
location. 

In  1895  a  small  wooden  building  16  x  30  feet  was  built  by  the 
bank  in  the  adjacent  lot  between  the  bank  and  The  Landmark 
building.  This  was  leased  to  T.  Oneido  for  use  as  a  fruit  store. 

The  wooden  building  was  torn  down  in  1915  and  a  three-story 
brick  building  was  erected  in  its  place.  The  ground  floor  served  as 
the  retail  and  wholesale  outlet  for  Howard  Drug  Company  and  the 
upper  rooms  were  used  by  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
affiliated  bodies. 

After  Mr.  Howard’s  death  the  ground  floor  of  this  building  was 
vacated.  In  1956  the  bank  expanded  its  present  quarters  by  remov¬ 
ing  the  separating  walls  and  joining  the  two  buildings  to  double 
the  size  of  their  banking  facilities. 

The  total  capital  funds  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  the  present 
time  are  approximately  $500,000.  This  thriving  establishment  fur¬ 
nishes  employment  for  twenty  persons. 

Presidents  of  the  bank  since  its  opening  have  been : 


George  W.  Smith  . 1886-1905 

Solon  F.  Frary  . 1905-1907 

John  L.  Bacon  . 1907-1909 

Robert  E.  Smith  . 1909-1917 

Leonard  D.  Wheeler  . 1918-1930 

Charles  L.  LeBourveau  . 1930-1951 

George  W.  Smith  . 1951- 


THE  WHITE  RIVER  SAVINGS  BANK 

The  White  River  Savings  Bank  obtained  its  charter  on  No¬ 
vember  19,  1886,  and  commenced  business  in  1887.  The  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  this  bank  was  Ex-Governor  Samuel  E.  Pingree.  Curtis  A. 
Kibling  was  the  first  treasurer.  One  of  the  incorporators  was 
Alfred  E.  Watson  of  Hartford  village  who  became  treasurer  in 
1888.  He  held  this  position  until  1911.  Governor  Pingree  retired  as 
president  of  the  bank  in  1912  and  Alfred  E.  Watson  received  the 
appointment.  He  held  the  office  until  1915  at  which  time  the  bank 
was  taken  over  by  the  Hartford  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company. 
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Headquarters  of  First  White  River  Savings  Bank 


The  Hartford  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company  obtained  its 
charter  February  12,  1913  and  in  July  1915  became  the  successor 
of  the  White  River  Savings  Bank.  Alfred  E.  Watson  was  the  first 
president  of  this  bank. 

Mr.  Watson  was  also  Town  Moderator  for  45  years;  School  Di¬ 
rector  45  years;  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors  for 
many  years  and  Town  Auditor  12  years.  He  was  a  Grand  Juror, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Town  Representative  and  County  Senator. 

He  originated  the  Watson  Prize  Speaking  Contest  in  1915,  and 
also  donated  land  to  the  town  for  a  playground  in  Hartford  village. 
Mr.  Watson  died  December  28,  1950,  at  the  age  of  93. 

On  March  11,  1940  the  Hartford  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  discontinued  business.  The  Inter-State  Trust  Company  pur¬ 
chased  the  building.  At  the  time  of  sale  Charles  LeBourveau, 
treasurer,  and  Everett  J.  Eaton,  secretary,  signed  for  the  Inter- 
State  Trust  Company  and  I.  J.  Davis,  treasurer  and  Charles  E. 
Bogle,  assistant  treasurer,  signed  for  the  Hartford  Savings  Bank. 


101 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


Woolen  Company  Building 

THE  HARTFORD  WOOLEN  COMPANY 


On  the  site  presently  occupied  by  the  Hartford  Woolen  Mill,  in 
Hartford  village,  Elias  Lyman,  3rd,  erected  a  cotton  factory  in 
1823.  Elias  Lyman  and  his  brother  Justin  became  involved  in  a 
lengthy  lawsuit  which  terminated  with  a  dissolution  of  the  partner¬ 
ship  between  the  two  men  and  the  sale  of  all  the  property  jointly 
owned  by  them. 

The  factory  came  into  the  possession  of  Justin  Lyman  who  leased 
the  property  to  Horace  Barbour  and  Stephen  Kimball  of  Lowell, 
Massachusetts.  The  factory  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1835  and  Mr.  Lyman  decided  not  to  rebuild. 

In  1853,  Sylvester  Morris  of  Norwich,  Vermont,  purchased  the 
foundation  of  the  factory  on  which  he  built  a  mill  for  grinding 
plaster.  Two  years  later  he  added  machinery  for  turning  out  chair 
stock. 

Edward  W.  Morris  bought  the  business  from  his  father  in  1857 
and  fitted  up  a  mill  for  manufacturing  chairs.  He  operated  this 
business  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Ephraim. 
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In  1886  the  chair  business  was  abandoned  and  the  two  brothers 
in  partnership  with  Charles  Cone,  Henry  Hanchett,  Daniel  Cush¬ 
ing,  Vincent  Brennan,  Dr.  Rand  of  Hartford,  and  also  Dr.  Wm. 
Smith  of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  organized  the  Hartford  Woolen 
Company. 

Ephraim  Morris  died  in  1901,  followed  in  1905  by  his  brother, 
Edward.  Charles  Cone,  son-in-law  of  Ephraim  Morris,  assumed 
operation  of  the  mill.  Mr.  Cone  died  in  1935  and  his  son,  Morris, 
who  had  joined  the  firm  in  1919,  became  Hartford  Woolen  Com¬ 
pany’s  president  and  general  manager. 

In  addition  to  his  responsibility  as  manager  of  the  Woolen  Com¬ 
pany,  Morris  Cone  also  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Inter-State 
Trust  Company  in  White  River  Junction  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  in  that  village.  He 
was  also  trustee  of  Public  Funds  of  the  Town  of  Hartford.  Mr. 
Cone  died  in  1949. 

Morris  Cone’s  son,  John  C.  Cone,  is  the  present  owner  of  dress¬ 
ing,  spooling,  winding,  and  weaving  operations  in  one  of  the  mill 
buildings  in  Hartford  village.  Mr.  Cone  owns  several  stores  for 
which  he  provides  sweaters,  mill  ends,  yard  goods,  novelties,  and 
other  materials  produced  by  his  mill.  These  stores  are  located  in 
White  River  Junction,  Manchester,  Waterbury,  and  Stowe,  Ver¬ 
mont,  Bristol,  New  Hampshire,  and  on  Cape  Cod  in  Massachusetts. 


THE  HARTFORD  RAILROAD  DISASTER 

Train  No.  50,  known  as  the  “night  express”,  left  White  River 
Junction  for  Montreal  at  2:10  a.m.,  February  5,  1887,  one  hour 
and  thirty  minutes  late.  There  were  seventy-nine  passengers 
aboard.  Four  miles  from  White  River  the  train  reached  the  trestle 
known  as  the  Woodstock  bridge.  The  road  near  the  bridge  had 
been  recently  relaid.  Testimony  later  revealed  that  much  of  the  iron 
used  here  was  worn  and  had  been  curved  in  a  cold  state  and  was 
unfit  for  a  mogul  engine. 

At  a  point  510  feet  from  the  abutment  at  the  south  end  of  the 
bridge,  while  the  train  was  moving  at  a  speed  of  less  than  twelve 
miles  per  hour,  the  rear  sleeper  “Pilgrim”  was  thrown  from  the 
rails  but  kept  to  the  roadbed  until  it  came  upon  the  bridge.  It  then 
swung  to  the  deck  of  the  bridge,  and  plunged  to  the  frozen  river 
below,  a  distance  of  forty-three  feet,  drawing  with  it  the  two 
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Scene  of  Hartford  Railroad  Disaster 


coaches  in  front.  The  coupling  between  the  coach  and  the  combina¬ 
tion  mail  and  smoking  car  broke  saving  the  rest  of  the  train.  Being 
lighted  by  oil  lamps  and  heated  by  wood  stoves  the  wreck  soon  burst 
into  flames.  The  flames  soon  caught  fire  to  the  bridge  which  col¬ 
lapsed  alongside  the  flaming  cars.  The  wind  blowing  the  flames  of 
the  burning  bridge  directly  on  the  cars  made  rescue  work  impossible. 
At  the  time  of  the  wreck  the  temperature  was  eighteen  degrees 
below  zero. 

When  the  conductor  in  the  forward  coach  noticed  trouble  in  his 
car,  he  pulled  the  bell  and  the  engineer  let  on  full  brakes.  When 
he  saw  the  rear  sleeper  topple  off  the  bridge,  the  engineer  then 
opened  the  throttle  and  pulled  away  from  the  rest  of  the  train 
taking  the  engine  and  the  other  two  cars  to  safety.  He  then  sent 
the  brakeman  to  White  River  to  give  the  alarm  and  secure  help, 
and  he,  with  the  aid  of  the  fireman,  baggage  master,  express  mes¬ 
senger,  and  postal  clerk,  took  axes,  shovels  and  bars  and  hurried 
to  the  rescue  of  the  sufferers  until  driven  away  by  the  flames. 
Thirty-one  persons  died,  thirty  being  burned  beyond  recogni¬ 
tion.  Many  others  were  injured.  The  accident  is  still  considered 
one  of  the  worst  in  railroad  history.  Shortly  after  the  tragic  Hart¬ 
ford  railroad  accident  this  song  was  published : 
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THE  MONTREAL  EXPRESS 

In  the  country  far  and  near 
Each  day  you’ll  read  and  hear 

Of  shocking  accidents  by  land  or  sea, 

But  the  saddest  I  recall 
Is  the  latest  of  them  all, 

The  Central  ’Visions  railroad  tragedy. 

’Twas  the  Montreal  express. 

It  was  speeding  at  its  best; 

Near  Woodstock  Bridge  it  struck  a  broken  rail, 
When  down  with  a  fearful  crash 
To  the  river  it  was  dashed 

And  few  survived  to  tell  the  horrid  tale. 

Chorus :  It  was  shocking  to  relate. 

It  was  sad  to  contemplate, 

No  hand  could  paint  a  picture  of  the  sight. 

Little  they  thought  that  death  was  nigh 
When  they  bade  their  friends  goodby 
On  leaving  home  upon  that  fatal  night. 

It  was  in  the  dead  of  night. 

No  words  can  paint  the  sight. 

The  sleeping  cars  were  filled  with  human  freight. 
When  this  fatal  train  was  dashed 
To  the  river  with  a  crash, 

A  hundred  souls  went  out  to  meet  their  fate. 
Horrors  met  the  victims’  gaze 
For  the  wreck  was  soon  ablaze 

And  fainting  cries  for  help  were  sad  to  hear. 

None  responded  to  the  call; 

They  must  perish  one  and  all; 

Alas,  kind  friends,  no  help  for  them  was  near. 

One  I  never  shall  forget, 

Was  of  little  Joe  McGrette, 

Who  was  with  his  father  on  that  fatal  train. 
Although  wounded  by  a  fall, 

Still  he  heard  his  father’s  call, 

And  to  free  him  from  the  wreckage  tried  in  vain. 
“It’s  no  use,  my  boy,”  said  he, 

“For  there  is  no  help  for  me,” 

And  then  the  cruel  flames  around  him  curled. 
Little  Joe  began  to  cry, 

When  his  father  said  “Goodby; 

“We’ll  meet  again  up  in  the  other  world.” 
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New  Bridge  Replacing  the  One  Destroyed  by  Fire 


TESTING  NEW  RAILROAD  BRIDGE 

After  the  railroad  accident,  through  trains  were  dispatched  over 
the  Montpelier  &  Wells  River  railroad.  The  iron  bridge  built  by  the 
Vermont  Construction  Company  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  was  tested 
January  15,  1888.  Twelve  engines,  representing  a  weight  of  850 
tons,  were  allowed  to  stand  on  the  bridge  for  over  two  hours,  and 
the  deflection  was  found  to  be  only  %  of  an  inch.  After  this  test 
three  engines  were  coupled  together  and  run  across  the  bridge  at  a 
speed  of  40  miles  per  hour. 

The  total  length  of  the  bridge  was  650  feet. 
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Portion  of  Camp  Meeting  Grounds 


ADVENT  CAMP  MEETING  GROUNDS 

On  August  16,  1887,  Adventist  members  purchased  of  Orrin  A. 
Taft  six  acres  of  land  on  a  sparsely  wooded  plateau  above  the 
Connecticut  River  about  one  mile  north  of  White  River  Junction. 
This  area  they  designated  as  the  Advent  Camp  Meeting  Grounds. 
The  first  camp  meeting  was  held  September  11,  1887. 

Shortly  after  the  purchase  members  began  to  build  cottages  on 
the  grounds.  Within  a  few  years  twenty -two  cottages  were  erected. 
Below  this  plateau,  between  the  Camp  Grounds  and  the  river,  are 
the  tracks  of  the  Passumpsic  Division  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  rail¬ 
road.  On  Thursday,  May  9,  1895,  a  disastrous  fire  occurred  destroy¬ 
ing  eleven  of  the  twenty-two  cottages.  The  fire  was  believed  to 
have  been  caused  by  sparks  from  a  passing  engine  igniting  dry 
leaves  on  the  grounds. 

In  1962  special  services  were  held  at  the  Camp  Grounds  in 
observance  of  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
organization. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  fifteen  cottages  on  the  grounds.  The 
property  has  been  recently  enhanced  in  value  by  the  erection  of  a 
large  tabernacle. 
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United  Church  of  Christ,  Wilder,  Vermont 

CHURCHES  IN  OLCOTT  —  NOW  WILDER 

Starting  in  June  of  1886,  church  services  in  Olcott,  Vermont, 
were  held  in  a  public  hall  and  in  the  schoolhouse.  These  services 
were  conducted  by  professors  and  students  of  Dartmouth  College. 

On  August  9,  1888,  a  preliminary  meeting  was  held  for  those 
interested  in  the  organization  of  a  Congregational  Church  in  the 
village.  As  plans  for  the  organization  got  under  way  the  services  of 
a  regular  pastor  was  obtained. 

The  Church  was  organized  on  Sunday,  October  14,  1888,  with 
eleven  members. 

Plans  for  a  suitable  building  in  which  to  conduct  services  were 
then  developed.  Daniel  0.  Gillette  donated  land  for  the  edifice  which 
he  deeded  to  the  organization  on  April  28,  1889.  The  services  of 
S.  S.  Ordway  &  Company  were  secured  for  the  erection  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  The  church  was  completed  and  publicly  dedicated  June  13, 
1890.  This  church  was  situated  at  the  head  of  Hartford  Avenue 
on  a  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  two  hundred  foot  lot. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Olcott 


A  Parsonage  was  purchased  and  added  to  the  church  property  on 
May  5,  1893. 

An  ardent  supporter  of  the  church  and  generous  contributor  to 
funds  for  these  buildings  was  Mr.  Charles  T.  Wilder,  owner  of  the 
Olcott  Falls  Company. 

Originally  named  “The  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Olcott”,  the 
name  was  changed,  at  a  meeting  of  the  members  in  March  of  1898, 
to  “The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Wilder”.  This  was  brought 
about  by  the  official  change  in  the  name  of  the  post  office  and  rail¬ 
road  station  from  Olcott  to  Wilder  in  December  of  1897. 

On  January  31,  1890  Daniel  0.  Gillette  deeded  a  parcel  of  land 
100  by  119  feet  to  F.  P.  Marston  and  Joseph  Ellis  “being  conveyed 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Olcott  and 
their  successors  in  office  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
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ministry  and  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
the  United  States  of  America  subject  to  discipline,  usage  and  min¬ 
isterial  appointment  of  said  church/’ 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  dedicated  April  16,  1890. 
After  about  thirty  years  of  services  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Congregational  Church  formed  a  Federation  and 
for  several  years  services  were  conducted  in  each  church  for  six- 
month  intervals.  Finally  in  1923  the  membership  voted  to  conduct 
all  services  in  the  church  at  the  north  end  of  the  village  that  was 
build  by  the  Congregational  Society  in  1888. 

The  Methodist  Church  was  closed  and  was  transferred  by  deed 
to  Frederick  W.  and  Blanche  N.  Kinney  on  June  6,  1931.  This 
church  did  not  change  its  name  to  Wilder.  At  the  time  of  the  sale 
it  was  called  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Olcott  in  Wilder, 
Vermont.  Mr.  Kinney  removed  the  steeple  and  remodelled  the  build¬ 
ing  and  it  is  now  used  as  a  residence. 

Recently  the  Federated  Church  in  Wilder  accepted  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  newly  formed  United  Church  of  Christ  combining  Con¬ 
gregational  and  Evangelical  Reformed  Churches. 


THE  VERMONT  STATE  FAIR 

A  typical  Yankee  observer  gave  the  following  account  of  the 
Vermont  State  Fair  in  “The  Vermonter  Magazine”: 

“In  1890  the  fair  started  at  White  River  Junction,  the  towns¬ 
people  bought  the  Agricultural  Society  Grounds,  built  a  road 
through  it,  made  a  kite  shaped  mile  track,  put  up  buildings  and 
built  a  branch  line  from  the  Woodstock  railroad.  It  rained  so 
much  the  first  three  years  that  the  leading  citizens  gave  it  up  and 
three  or  four  others  tried  their  hands  at  it  but  they  couldn’t  make 
it  go ;  they  settled  their  bills  for  half ;  the  public  lost  confidence  in 
them  and  they  quit.  It  was  called  the  State  Fair  while  it  lasted  but 
they  never  had  a  crowd  to  fill  the  grounds.  Everyone  in  town  had 
shares  in  the  thing  and  would  have  sold  out  for  15^  toward  the 
last.  They  tore  up  the  railroad;  used  the  sheds  for  storage  and  let 
the  buildings  go  to  seed  generally.  Then  in  1907  White  River  Junc¬ 
tion  was  officially  designated  as  the  place  for  the  Vermont  State 
Fair.  Things  started  booming.  The  hotels  couldn’t  care  for  the 
crowds,  the  restaurants  on  the  grounds  didn’t  plan  to  feed  so  many. 
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Midway 


the  railroads  didn’t  send  tickets  enough  to  the  stations  on  the  line, 
nor  have  cars  enough  on  the  trains.  The  morning  train  from 
Woodstock  with  six  cars  got  stuck  on  Shallies  Hill  and  more  than 
two  hundred  men  had  to  get  out  and  push.  During  the  summer  the 
railroad  track  was  relaid,  a  new  half-mile  race  track  was  made 
within  the  mile  track,  all  the  buildings  were  reshingled  and  painted, 
several  new  sheds  and  grandstands  had  to  be  built.  A  ticket  office 
was  set  up  downtown  and  two  passenger  trains  made  a  run  to  the 
grounds  every  fifteen  minutes.  A  big  gipsy  camp  set  up  near  the 
Fair  with  big  painted  wagons,  tethered  horses,  children  romping 
around  and  Gipsy  folks  near  their  fires.  A  group  of  Shakers  rode 
in  from  Enfield.  They  brought  some  of  their  products  with  them. 
Old  Charley  Taylor,  said  to  be  102  years  old,  made  an  exhibition 
half-mile  run  with  the  usual  welcome  from  the  grandstand.  And 
then,  they  introduced  automobile  racing  that  year.  It  was  dreaded 
by  lots  of  folks  who  thought  there  would  be  an  accident.  The  air 
was  charged  with  that  fierce  ripping  sound  from  the  rapid  exhaust 
of  the  machines  going  for  all  they  were  worth.  No  regular  racers 
— just  touring  cars.  But  they  were  going  fast  enough — the  best  of 
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Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hospital  Tent 


them  better  than  forty  miles  an  hour.  They  started  together  but 
it  was  everybody  for  himself  after  that.  Each  would  have  a  man  or 
two  hanging  close  to  the  side,  to  get  up  and  lean  out  on  the  curves. 
All  in  all,  it  was  a  banner  year  for  the  Vermont  State  Fair.” 

However,  the  fair  was  unlucky.  For  years  rain  would  start  on 
the  first  day  and  continue  intermittently  throughout  the  week. 
Dates  were  changed,  different  weeks  were  tried,  but  still  it  rained. 
Finally  the  project  was  abandoned.  The  land  was  sold  in  1928  and 
the  Fair  in  White  River  Junction  closed  its  gates  for  the  last  time. 


Canned  Music 

“At  the  State  Fair  two  gramaphones 
furnished  by  Pike  &  Cole  will  give  selec¬ 
tions  of  various  kinds  free  of  charge  and 
will  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  visitors.” — 
The  Landmark,  September  1,  1899. 
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Perkins’  Building  on  Railroad  Row 


H.  A.  PERKINS  CO.,  INC. 

Henry  A.  Perkins,  dealer  in  hides,  raw  furs,  and  wool,  oper¬ 
ated  one  of  the  largest  firms  of  its  kind  in  New  England. 

After  conducting  his  business  in  Springfield,  Vermont,  for  twenty 
years,  Mr.  Perkins  moved  to  White  River  Junction  in  1891,  where 
he  operated  from  a  building  on  Railroad  Row.  In  1896  he  erected 
a  large  combined  office  and  warehouse  in  the  same  area.  This  is  the 
building  now  occupied  by  Renehan-Akers  Company. 

Most  of  the  wool  he  handled  was  procured  in  Michigan.  Furs, 
skins  and  hides  were  purchased  throughout  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire.  These  furs,  in  season,  were  skunk,  mink,  raccoon,  beaver 
and  muskrat. 

In  1908  Henry  Perkins  took  into  partnership  his  two  sons, 
Fred  H.  and  Leslie  A.  Perkins.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Perkins’  death 
in  1910  his  two  sons  took  over  the  operation  of  the  business. 

In  1917  the  company  opened  a  branch  office  in  Jackson,  Michigan, 
and  erected  a  large  wool  warehouse.  They  built  another  warehouse 
in  Jackson  the  following  year.  The  firm  handled  more  than  four 
million  pounds  of  wool  a  year  during  some  of  the  years  of  their 
operation. 
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In  1921  the  firm  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  H.  A. 
Perkins  Company,  Inc.  The  officers  were  Fred  H.  Perkins,  presi¬ 
dent,  Lawrence  L.  Tinkham,  vice-president,  and  Leslie  A.  Perkins, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  They  then  erected  another  large  ware¬ 
house  in  White  River  Junction  where  they  conducted  a  successful 
grain  and  feed  business  for  two  years.  This  property  was  sold  to 
the  Vermont  Warehouse  Company  and  is  now  the  Twin  State  Fruit 
Corporation  building. 

The  Perkins  fur  and  hide  business  ceased  operation  in  1931. 


HARTFORD  LIBRARY 

On  July  1,  1892,  a  group  of  citizens,  interested  in  providing  a 
library  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  the  village  of  Hartford, 
formed  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  State  and  appointed 
as  trustees  Ephraim  Morris,  Samuel  E.  Pingree,  Charles  M.  Cone, 
Edward  W.  Morris,  and  Horace  C.  Pease. 


Hartford  Library  Building 
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Land  for  the  library  was  deeded  to  the  corporation  as  a  gift 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  C.  Pease  and  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
presented  to  the  trustees  by  Mr.  Ephraim  Morris  to  be  used  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building. 

Plans  offered  by  various  contractors  were  then  viewed  and  dis¬ 
cussed.  A  decision  was  reached  in  favor  of  Lyman  Whipple  of 
Lebanon,  New  Hampshire.  The  contract  was  awarded  in  September 
of  1892  and  construction  started  immediately.  One  year  later  the 
library  was  completed.  Dedication  exercises  were  held  on  Septem¬ 
ber  16,  1893. 

For  many  years  the  library  has  been  under  the  care  of  the 
Hartford  Women’s  Club.  The  present  trustees  are  Mr.  Arthur 
King,  Mrs.  Lockwood  Reed,  Mrs.  Etta  Pierce,  and  Mr.  Donald 
Harlow.  The  duties  of  librarian  are  being  capably  performed  by 
Mrs.  Barbara  Kendall. 


BRIDGE  IN  HARTFORD  VILLAGE 

In  1892,  while  a  new  bridge  was  being  built,  a  ferry  was  put 
into  operation  crossing  the  river  at  Hartford  village.  An  item 
appearing  in  the  local  paper  noted  at  the  time  that  a  ferry  had 
been  in  operation  at  the  same  point  in  the  river  about  fifty-six 
years  earlier.  The  new  ferry  was  capable  of  carrying  two  teams  or 
seventy-five  people  and  made  a  trip  every  ten  minutes.  The  people 
christened  it  “The  Great  Eastern”.  Starting  operation  in  June  of 
1892,  it  made  as  many  as  170  trips  in  one  day. 

The  wooden  bridge  being  replaced  had  been  condemned  as 
unsafe.  It  had  been  built  in  1835  or  1836.  However,  this  was  not 
the  first  bridge  to  span  the  river  at  Hartford.  Records  show  that 
a  bridge  existed  here  as  early  at  1795.  The  bridge  was  a  privately 
owned  toll  bridge  until  1854  at  which  time  it  was  purchased  by  the 
town. 

When  the  wooden  bridge  was  condemned,  it  was  decided  to 
replace  it  with  an  iron  bridge.  Construction  started  in  June  of 
1892,  and  in  July  a  temporary  foot  bridge  was  built  across  the  river 
and  the  ferry  was  then  used  only  for  teams.  The  foot  bridge  was 
swept  away  by  high  water  in  September  and  it  was  necessary  to 
build  another  one  immediately. 
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Hartford’s  Ferry 


The  ferry  suffered  damage  early  in  October  and,  while  it  was 
under  repair,  many  teams  forded  the  river  at  considerable  risk. 
The  less  daring  drove  the  distance  to  the  Junction  to  make  the 
crossing. 

Opening  in  October  of  1892,  the  iron  bridge  served  the  public 
for  85  years.  During  the  flood  of  1927,  floating  debris  sweeping 
downstream,  crushed  against  the  bridge  and  toppled  it  into  the 
river. 

Instead  of  building  to  the  river  banks,  a  new  bridge  was  erected 
from  the  southern  bank  slanting  upward  to  the  higher  village  level. 
The  height  of  this  bridge  above  the  river  removed  any  possibility 
of  future  loss  by  flood. 


Playing  Safe 

“H.  E.  Tinker  borrowed  H.  E.  Rand’s 
umbrella  the  other  day  and  carried  it  back 
without  being  asked  to  do  so.  When  asked 
why  he  brought  it  back  he  said  he  didn’t 
have  any  idea  who  Rand  stole  it  from.” — 
The  Landmark,  May  27,  1882. 
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First  White  River  Fire  Station 


FIRE  DISTRICT  NO.  1 

In  May,  1893,  in  response  to  a  petition  submitted  to  them  by  a 
group  of  citizens  of  the  village  of  White  River  Junction,  the  Select¬ 
men  outlined  a  district  of  two  square  miles  designated  as  Fire 
District  No.  1. 

A  meeting  was  called  June  6,  1893,  and  officers  were  elected  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  district. 

Construction  of  the  first  fire  station  was  started  in  November 
of  1893.  This  building  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $1,474.22. 

The  first  fire  for  which  the  local  fire  department  was  called  was 
at  West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  in  a  small  storehouse  belonging 
to  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad.  No  record  was  taken  of  the  date, 
time,  or  attendance. 

The  fire  station  was  remodelled  in  1919  and  transformed  into  a 
two-story  building  with  a  tenement  for  the  Fire  Chief  on  the  second 
floor.  Including  all  necessary  repairs,  this  project  was  finished  for 
$3,433.43. 

Fire  Chiefs 

The  first  Chief  Engineer  was  appointed  for  the  department  in 
August  of  1893.  The  following  have  served  in  that  capacity  since 
the  organization  of  the  district : 
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Fred  A.  Hutchinson  Alfred  T.  Wright 

1914-1954  1954- 

C.  C.  Bogle — August  5,  1893-April  24,  1895 
A.  W.  Davis — April  24,  1895-March  25,  1896 
W.  J.  King — March  25,  1896-January  24,  1903 
Charles  R.  Jamason — January  24,  1903-January  16,  1906 
A.  H.  Dutton — January  16,  1906-January  4,  1909 
Richard  F.  Hoar — January  4,  1909-January  2,  1911 
George  Hodet — January  2,  1911-January  1,  1912 
Charles  R.  Jamason — January  1,  1912-January  13,  1914 
Fred  A.  Hutchinson — January  13,  1914-January  11,  1954 
Alfred  T.  Wright — January  11,  1954- 

Alfred  T.  Wright,  the  present  fire  chief,  is  also  president  of  the 
New  England  Fire  Chiefs  Association.  He  is  the  fourth  from  the 
state  of  Vermont  to  have  held  this  office  in  the  past  forty  years.  He 
is  also  a  life  member  of  the  Vermont  State  Fire  Fighters  Associa¬ 
tion  and  a  member  of  the  Vermont  State  Fire  Chiefs  Association. 
He  belongs  to  the  Fire  Chiefs  Club  of  New  Hampshire  and  the 
Fire  Chiefs  Club  of  Massachusetts.  He  is  also  a  life  member  of  the 
Lower  Adirondack  Firemen’s  Association  of  New  York  and  belongs 
to  the  International  Association  of  Fire  Chiefs. 
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Telephone  Company  Operators  at  Switchboard 


TELEPHONE  COMPANY 

The  New  England  Telephone  Company  opened  its  first  office  in 
White  River  Junction  in  October,  1894.  The  following  descriptive 
article  appeared  in  the  local  paper  at  that  time: 

“The  White  River  Junction  telephone  exchange  which  has  been 
under  process  of  construction  by  the  New  England  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company  for  the  past  three  months  is  completed  and 
under  full  operation.  In  addition  to  the  new  trunk  line  to  connect 
at  South  Royalton  with  exchanges  in  the  northern  and  western 
parts  of  the  state,  all  of  the  local  lines  have  been  thoroughly  rebuilt 
and  are  metallic  circuits.  By  expending  several  hundred  dollars  in 
this  exchange  the  company  has  made  a  bid  for  long  distance  as  well 
as  local  business,  and  patrons  can  now  talk  direct  with  Boston, 
Springfield,  Burlington,  and  nearly  all  points  in  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  the  Junction  now  having  a  service  equal 
to  any  in  the  larger  towns.  The  exchange  comprises  a  list  of  25 
subscribers  and  pay  stations,  including  Hanover,  Bridgewater, 
Olcott,  Bethel,  South  Royalton,  Sharon,  West  Hartford,  Hartford, 
Woodstock,  Quechee,  and  West  Lebanon,  nearly  all  of  which  are 
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fitted  with  long  distance  phones  of  the  latest  pattern.  Cross-Abbott 
Company,  our  enterprising  wholesale  grocer,  has  a  neat  oak  desk 
set  and  long  distance  phone.  Other  local  subscribers  are  White  River 
Beef  Company,  G.  W.  Smith  &  Son,  Flotel  St.  George,  Crafts 
Livery,  Electric  Light  Company,  Dr.  C.  W.  Terrill,  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  Wilson  Brothers,  Sargents  Hotel  and  R.  H. 
Lyons.  The  exchange  is  under  the  management  of  R.  H.  Lyons  with 
office  tastily  fitted  up  and  centrally  located  in  the  Junction  House 
block,  and  contains  besides  the  operating  board,  an  oak  wall  set, 
both  fitted  with  long  distance  phones  of  the  most  modern  con¬ 
struction.” 

After  the  building  of  the  bank  block  the  telephone  company 
occupied  rooms  over  the  Hartford  Savings  Bank.  The  present  build¬ 
ing  was  opened  in  1922. 

Beginning  at  2:01  a.m.,  Sunday,  November  19,  1961,  dial  tele¬ 
phone  service  replaced  all  manual  phone  service  in  this  area. 

Telephone  company  records,  dated  December  31,  1962,  list  1,928 
subscribers  in  the  Town  of  Hartford. 


CROSS-ABBOTT  COMPANY 

White  River  residents  first  learned  that  a  wholesale  grocery 
company  planned  to  locate  in  the  village  when  this  article  appeared 
in  “The  Landmark”,  the  local  newspaper,  under  date  of  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1893 : 

“A  piece  of  land  50  x  100  feet  on  the  east  side  of  “The  Land¬ 
mark”  block  has  been  leased  by  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  to 
a  number  of  Massachusetts  gentlemen  who  will  erect  a  large  build¬ 
ing  in  which  to  carry  on  a  wholesale  grocery  business.” 

In  1894  Charles  A.  Cross  of  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Charles  C.  Abbott  of  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  founded 
the  Cross-Abbott  Company.  Mr.  Abbott  also  operated  the  Abbott 
Grocery  Company  in  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  and  another  firm  by 
the  same  name  in  Athol,  Massachusetts. 

Although  Mr.  Cross  came  to  White  River  Junction  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts  he  actually  was  a  native  born  Vermonter. 

In  a  booklet  entitled  “The  Cross-Abbott  Story”,  Mr.  Harold 
Cross,  son  of  the  founder,  gives  an  account  of  his  father’s  early 
days  as  a  salesman  and  his  establishment  and  operation  of  his  own 
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wholesale  grocery  business.  The  information  below  is  abstracted 
from  this  booklet. 

Born  in  Waterford,  Vermont,  Charles  Cross  left  home  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  to  work  for  Esterbrook  &  Company,  stock  brokers,  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  Needing  additional  income  he  found  part- 
time  employment  with  Charles  E.  Moody  Company,  wholesale 
grocers.  Mr.  Cross  was  keenly  interested  in  the  grocery  business 
and  soon  became  a  full-time  salesman  for  the  company.  After  gain¬ 
ing  experience  he  left  this  firm  to  work  as  a  salesman  for  the 
wholesale  grocery  firm  of  Henry  Calander  and  Company. 

While  still  working  for  this  firm  Mr.  Cross  engaged  in  a  business 
of  his  own.  Kerosene  being  very  much  in  demand  he  started  filling 
wooden  barrels  with  the  fuel  which  was  brought  in  by  tank  cars 
from  Pennsylvania.  While  traveling  for  Henry  Calander  and  Com¬ 
pany  he  took  orders  for  the  oil  as  his  own  separate  enterprise.  He 
opened  a  warehouse  in  Fitchburg  for  his  oil  business  and  employed 
Charles  Abbott  as  his  assistant. 

In  1948  the  company  joined  the  Red  &  White  Corporation,  a 
voluntary  association  of  wholesale  and  retail  food  distributors. 


121 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


New  Cross-Abbott  Building — 1957 


Through  the  years  the  business  has  enjoyed  constant  growth.  As 
the  business  developed  need  for  additional  space  became  necessary 
and  Cross-Abbott  erected  a  building  containing  business  offices  and 
a  very  large,  modern  warehouse  in  Hartford  village.  The  firm 
moved  into  their  new  quarters  in  1957. 

In  1963,  officers  and  directors  of  the  firm  are: 

Harold  Cross,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

A.  Wallace  Cunningham,  President 

Norman  C.  Cross,  Vice-President 

William  H.  Freeman,  Vice-President 

G.  David  Thurston,  Treasurer 

Regis  M.  Aher,  Assistant  Treasurer 

In  the  seventy  years  that  Cross-Abbott  has  been  a  part  of  the 
history  and  growth  of  the  Town  of  Hartford,  the  past  five  years 
have  shown  the  greatest  advances  in  volume  of  business  and  num¬ 
bers  of  personnel.  During  these  years  their  grocery  business  with 
Red  &  White,  Super  Duper,  and  independent  markets,  has  doubled. 
The  company  now  employs  over  300  people  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 


122 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


tail  division.  There  are  twelve  Super  Duper  markets  in  leading 
communities  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire. 

Constant  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  warehouse.  In 
1962  a  produce  cooler  was  added.  A  food  freezer-locker  containing 
70,000  cubic  feet  of  storage  space  was  installed  in  1963.  This  is 
the  largest  freezer-locker  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Cross-Abbott  also  maintains  a  large  fleet  of  tractor  trucks  and 
trailers,  many  of  them  refrigerated  for  shipping  of  perishables. 


EXCELSIOR  CARRIAGE  COMPANY 

In  North  Hartland,  Vermont,  during  the  1880’s,  Henry  R.  Miller 
operated  a  carriage  business.  He  erected  the  building  now  occupied 
by  the  Coutermarsh  Brothers  grocery  store  and  used  the  second 
floor  as  a  showroom.  At  first  Mr.  Miller  carried  a  variety  of  car¬ 
riages  by  different  manufacturers  but  after  a  few  years  he  became 
agent  for  The  Excelsior  Carriage  Company  of  Watertown,  New 


Excelsior  Carriage  Company  Buildings 
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York.  In  order  to  expand  their  business,  The  Excelsior  Carriage 
Company  directed  Mr.  Miller  to  look  for  available  space  in  White 
River  Junction  to  build  a  business  office  and  showroom.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  bought  of  E.  H.  Bagley  a  vacant  lot  adjoining  the  N.  P. 
Wheeler  premises  on  North  Main  street.  Construction  started  imme¬ 
diately  and  the  new  building  was  completed  and  opened  for  busi¬ 
ness  in  March  of  1895. 

In  February,  1895,  Herbert  Miller,  son  of  Henry  Miller,  left 
the  employ  of  0.  A.  Randall  in  White  River  Junction,  where  he  was 
a  clerk,  to  work  as  bookkeeper  for  his  father.  Garfield  Miller, 
another  son,  joined  the  business  soon  after  the  firm  moved  to  their 
new  location. 

In  1907  the  company  in  New  York  announced  that  it  was  dis¬ 
continuing  business  and  proceeded  to  liquidate  the  stocks  in  its 
various  agencies  as  an  initial  step.  Mr.  Henry  Miller,  his  two  sons, 
Herbert  and  Garfield,  and  Mr.  Miller’s  brother,  Howard,  purchased 
land  on  Gates  Street  and  started  the  Miller  Automobile  Company. 
The  Excelsior  Carriage  Company’s  stock  in  White  River  Junction 
was  liquidated  by  Orlo  Greeley  and  Ed  Pease.  The  company  then 
sold  the  building  to  The  Shepard  Corporation,  wholesale  plumbers, 
who  now  operate  from  that  location. 


THE  WILD  WEST  SHOW 

An  account  of  the  Wild  West  Show  as  it  appeared  in  the  local 
paper : 

“On  Tuesday,  July  23,  1895,  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
people,  including  many  hundreds  of  our  townspeople,  congregated 
in  this  locality  to  witness  for  the  first  time  those  phases  of  life 
so  contrary  to  modern  civilization,  that  are  exemplified  by  Buffalo 
Bill’s  Wild  West  Exhibition  and  Congress  of  the  World’s  Rough 
Riders. 

“The  street  parade  which  took  place  at  10:00  a.m.  exhibited  the 
entire  aggregation  to  good  effect.  Col.  Cody  was  the  cynosure  of 
all  eyes,  indeed,  he  was  the  chief  object  of  interest,  the  one  great 
magnet  of  the  attraction  during  the  day.  The  parade  was  not 
marked  by  the  glitter  and  glare  incident  to  the  retinue  of  the  circus 
or  the  show  of  caged  animals,  but  was  nevertheless  an  object  of 
intense  interest  to  the  thousands  of  spectators,  who  literally  packed 
into  every  nook  and  corner  along  the  route  of  the  parade.  Next  to 
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Advertisement  of  Buffalo  Bill’s  Show 

Col.  Cody,  the  Indians  were  the  object  of  greatest  interest — veri¬ 
table  warriors  of  many  tribes,  all  well  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  scalp¬ 
ing  knife  and  the  Winchester  rifle. 

“The  initial  performance  commenced  at  2 : 00  p.m.  in  the  presence 
of  about  12,000  people  of  all  ranks  and  callings  and  of  many 
nationalities. 

“One  of  the  principal  features  was  the  attack  on  the  Deadwood 
mail  coach  by  Indians.  The  vehicle  is  the  genuine  old  coach,  now 
rickety  with  age,  that  was  used  many  years  ago  on  the  route 
between  Deadwood  and  Cheyenne,  and  in  which  many  people  were 
killed. 

“Col.  W.  E.  Cody,  the  king  of  them  all,  won  immense  applause 
by  his  sharpshooting  at  falling  objects  in  mid-air  while  riding  at 
full  speed. 

“There  are  600  men  and  200  horses  attached  to  this  exhibition, 
and  they  require  53  railroad  cars  for  transportation.  The  big  tent 
has  a  seating  capacity  for  18,000  people,  but  was  not  all  used  here. 
It  is  an  exhibition  of  immense  educational  value  which  is  worthy 
of  and  receives  the  moral  support  of  the  most  enlightened  people.” 
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One  of  the  First  Power  Plants  in  the  Area 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS  FOR  OUR  STREETS 


In  November  of  1895  the  first  electric  street  lights  were  installed 
in  the  village  of  White  River  Junction.  Poles  were  set  up  to  provide 
service  for  the  two  terraces  of  that  day  and  for  Main  street  from 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bank,  south  to  the  railroad  cross¬ 
ing.  There  were  twenty-five  lights — ten  on  the  terraces  and  fifteen 
on  Main  street.  Expenses  for  this  service  were  shared  by  the  busi¬ 
ness  establishments  in  the  village. 

A  special  Town  Meeting  was  held  on  June  6,  1896  to  see  if  the 
Town  would  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  contract  with  any  person 
or  corporation  to  light  the  villages  in  the  Town  of  Hartford — the 
contract  to  include  White  River  Junction,  Olcott,  and  Hartford 
village.  This  article  was  approved  by  the  voters. 

Shortly  after  this  meeting  a  petition  was  circularized  by  residents 
of  Quechee  and  West  Hartford  for  a  special  Town  Meeting  to 
rescind  this  vote.  The  people  living  in  these  villages  declared  that 
this  was  an  injustice  to  them  as  they  were  being  taxed  for  some¬ 
thing  from  which  they  derived  no  benefit.  They  stated  that  they 
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did  not  want  any  lights  except  those  that  they  could  provide  for 
themselves.  The  special  Town  Meeting  was  called  and  resulted  in 
the  former  vote  being  upheld. 

The  newspaper  account  of  the  development  of  the  project  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  July  issue  of  “The  Landmark”: 

“We  understand  that  the  Selectmen,  or  rather  two  of  the  three, 
acting  for  the  Board,  have  closed  a  contract  with  the  Mascoma 
Electric  Light  Company.  Under  the  contract  the  company  agrees 
to  furnish  street  lights  to  the  villages  of  Hartford,  Olcott,  and  the 
Junction  for  a  period  of  three  years.  The  material  for  the  street 
lamps  has  been  ordered  and  their  position  will  be  determined  next 
week.  The  Quechee  people  show  very  little  interest  in  the  matter 
one  way  or  the  other.  A  few  in  the  village  say  they  don’t  care  to 
have  the  lights  even  if  they  could  have  them.  The  people  of  West 
Hartford  would  be  glad  to  have  them  but  don’t  expect  to  on  account 
of  their  location.  The  Selectmen  are  thinking  of  putting  in  kerosene 
lamps  so  the  streets  of  West  Hartford  will  not  have  to  be  in  dark¬ 
ness.  We  hope  in  a  year  or  two  those  who  opposed  the  plan  will 
see  that  they  are  mistaken  and  will  become  firm  supporters.” 

One  hundred  and  four  street  lights  were  in  operation  in  the  three 
villages  for  the  first  time  on  Tuesday,  August  18,  1896. 

“Our  town  is  taking  its  place  among  the  progressive  communities 
in  Vermont.” — The  Landmark,  August  22,  1896. 


VERMONT  BAKING  COMPANY 

In  1894,  Mr.  William  Roberts,  roadmaster  of  the  Boston  &  Maine 
railroad,  in  partnership  with  his  son-in-law,  Herbert  A.  Thayer, 
built  the  two-story  building  near  the  railroad  underpass  on  Maple 
street  commonly  called  the  “Practice  House.”  The  announcement 
concerning  the  new  building  appeared  in  the  November  30,  1894 
issue  of  the  local  newspaper : 

“The  new  two-story  building  on  Maple  street  built  by  H.  A. 
Thayer  &  Company  is  nearly  completed.  The  ground  floor  of  the 
building  will  be  used  by  said  company  for  a  wholesale  candy  manu¬ 
factory,  and  also  for  a  cigar  and  grocery  store  which  will  be  opened 
to  the  public  early  next  month.” 

This  business  was  short-lived,  failing  in  1897.  Several  citizens 
leased  the  building  and  started  the  first  “Vermont  Baking  Com¬ 
pany”.  On  March  17,  1899,  the  firm  of  George  W.  Smith  &  Son 
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Baking  Company  Building — Corner  Bridge  St.  and  Railroad  Row 


bought  controlling  interest  in  the  bakery  and  operated  it  for  several 
months  in  this  location. 

Desiring  more  space  for  his  new  business,  Mr.  Smith  transferred 
the  baking  company  to  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Bridge  street 
and  Railroad  Row  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  Interstate  Tire 
Company. 

George  C.  West  entered  the  employ  of  George  W.  Smith  &  Son 
at  the  bakery  on  May  19,  1899,  and  was  soon  appointed  manager. 
The  business  was  so  successful  that  Mr.  Smith  found  it  necessary 
to  relocate — erecting  a  brick  building  on  North  Main  street  in  1910 
providing  much  needed  additional  space  for  his  growing  business. 

In  1928  Mr.  West  purchased  the  bakery  business  from  Mr. 
Smith’s  two  grandsons,  George  and  Robert  Smith. 

Mr.  West  retired  in  1945  selling  the  bakery  to  Ward  Baking 
Company. 
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Wilder  Club  and  Library  Building 


WILDER  CLUB  AND  LIBRARY 

The  dedication  exercises  of  the  club  and  library  in  Wilder  were 
held  in  the  hall  of  the  new  building  on  Wednesday  afternoon 
June  14,  1899. 

It  was  revealed  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Wilder  had  drawn  up  the 
instrument  of  donation  on  June  14,  1897,  two  months  before  his 
death.  A  sum  of  $30,000  was  set  aside  by  Mr.  Wilder  to  provide 
the  village  with  a  suitable  building  to  conduct  social  gatherings  and 
house  a  library. 

Edward  Goss,  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  presented 
the  keys  of  the  building  to  F.  P.  Campbell,  one  of  the  trustees,  who 
accepted  the  building  and  formally  declared  it  open  for  the  purpose 
designated  by  the  founder. 

Among  the  speakers  of  the  day  were  Herbert  L.  Wilder,  brother 
of  the  donor,  who  spoke  briefly  concerning  his  brother’s  interest  in 
the  village.  Ex-Governor  Pingree  conveyed  the  gratitude  of  the 
Town  of  Hartford  for  the  generous  gift  and  Miss  Louise  L.  Bartlett 
of  St.  Johnsbury,  representative  of  the  State  Library  committee, 
gave  an  outline  of  the  purposes  and  aims  of  the  library  program. 
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Hugh  J.  Chisholm  of  New  York,  president  of  the  International 
Paper  Company,  recent  purchaser  of  the  mill,  gave  his  assurances 
that  the  International  Paper  Company  shared  Mr.  Wilder’s  in¬ 
terest  in  the  welfare  of  the  village  and  would  continue  the  program 
that  Mr.  Wilder  had  promoted  for  the  educational,  social,  and 
physical  growth  of  the  community.  The  principal  speaker  of  the 
day  was  President  William  J.  Tucker  of  Dartmouth  who  spoke  of 
the  character  of  Mr.  Wilder  and  the  many  benefits  the  village  had 
acquired  through  his  generosity. 

The  library  originally  contained  1000  volumes  which  were  made 
available  to  the  public  on  June  20,  1899. 


THE  JUNCTION  FOOTBALL  TEAM 

An  article  in  “The  Landmark”  dated  September  8,  1899,  read  as 
follows : 

“The  Junotion  football  team  that  met  with  good  success  last 
year  has  been  re-organized  for  the  coming  season.  Any  team  outside 
of  the  village  that  would  like  to  try  conclusions  with  our  boys  may 
address  the  manager,  W.  F.  Starr.  D.  P.  Sullivan  is  captain  of  the 
team  and  the  material  throughout  is  the  kind  that  doesn’t  easily 
give  way.  Players  are:  Tinkham,  Carroll,  Perkins,  Hodet,  Ward, 
Hebard,  L.  Ahern,  Starr,  Hough,  Sullivan,  LaPorte,  Jamason, 
V.  Ahern,  Hill,  G.  Miller,  and  Cameron.” 

During  the  season  the  team  played  Dartmouth  2nd  team  and 
lost,  and  scored  victories  over  Thetford  Academy  and  Lebanon. 

*  *  ❖ 

Indulgence  in  sports  could  be  approved  or  disapproved.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  article  appearing  in  “The  Landmark”  under  date  of  De¬ 
cember  20,  1895,  expresses  the  attitude  of  that  era: 

“We  of  Hartford  are  always  glad  to  have  the  young  people  enjoy 
themselves  in  all  ways  that  are  lawful  and  right,  but  we  do  not 
wish  to  be  known  as  either  a  Sabbath-breaking  or  law-violating 
community.  The  young  people  now  have  six  days  for  skating  with¬ 
out  seizing  upon  Sunday  for  the  enjoyment  of  this  pleasure.  They 
should  show  greater  respect  for  the  other  day  and  the  good  name  of 
the  place.  They  should  not  be  allowed  to  thus  openly  violate  the  law 
of  the  state.  Among  the  laws  passed  at  our  last  legislature  is  No. 
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White  River  Football  Team,  1899 

138 — An  act  in  relation  to  Sabbath-breaking — ‘A  person  who  be¬ 
tween  twelve  o’clock  Saturday  night  and  twelve  o’clock  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sunday  night,  exercises  any  business  or  employment,  except 
such  only  as  works  of  necessity  and  charity,  or  holds,  or  resorts 
to  any  ball  or  dance,  or  exercises  any  game,  sport  or  play,  or 
resorts  to  any  house  of  entertainment  for  amusement  or  recreation, 
shall  be  fined  not  more  than  two  dollars’. 

“Skating  comes  clearly  within  the  compass  of  the  law.  We  hope 
never  to  see  again  a  repetition  of  last  Sabbath  on  the  ice  of  our 
village.  Great  care  also  should  be  taken  by  all  employers  of  labor 
both  in  our  factories  and  stores,  and  by  all  people  in  their  conduct 
on  their  own  premises,  to  keep  within  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  the 
commonwealth  and  maintain  the  good  order  and  the  good  name  of 
the  place.” 

❖  *  ❖ 

Another  entertainment  item  appearing  in  the  local  paper  on 
May  17,  1895,  gives  an  account  of  a  delightful  evening: 

“The  phonograph  concert  at  O’Neill’s  Hall,  Thursday  evening 
last,  was  both  entertaining  and  elevating  and  highly  instructive. 


131 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


There  was  not  one  insipid  or  commonplace  feature  in  the  entire 
program.  In  the  vocal  solos,  duets  and  trios  the  very  words 
were  clearly  distinguishable,  and  in  the  various  instrumental  selec¬ 
tions,  comprising  band  pieces,  cornet  and  piccolo  solos,  peculiar  in¬ 
tonations  of  each  instrument  were  marvellously  reproduced  by  this 
wonder  of  science.  The  entertainment,  filling  a  whole  evening, 
afforded  a  never  to  be  forgotten  enjoyment.,, 


GREEN  MOUNTAIN  STUDIOS,  INC. 

The  imaginary  sketch  of  White  River  of  the  future  was  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  Green  Mountain  Card  Company  in  the  1920,s.  Mr. 
Herbert  Miller,  the  founder  of  the  company,  began  his  working 
career  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  0.  A.  Randall  in  “The  Landmark” 
building.  Mr.  Miller’s  father,  New  England  Agent  for  the  Excelsior 
Carriage  Company,  purchased  land  and  erected  a  building  in 
White  River  Junction.  Young  Herbert  then  left  Randall’s  store  and 
went  to  work  for  his  father.  He  soon  became  a  salesman.  On  busi¬ 
ness  trips  he  had  considerable  time  on  his  hands  because  of  train 


Postcard  Distributed  by  Green  Mountain  Card  Company 
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schedules  and  he  used  this  spare  time  selling  a  sideline  of  postal 
cards. 

In  1904,  discovering  that  the  firm  for  which  he  was  selling  cards 
was  nearly  bankrupt  and  owing  him  $128.00  in  commissions,  he 
called  at  the  firm  and  secured  the  $128.00  in  cards,  investing  an 
additional  $335.00  of  his  own  and  returned  to  set  up  his  own  busi¬ 
ness  in  his  home  calling  it  The  Green  Mountain  Card  Company. 

Seven  years  later  he  resigned  from  the  carriage  company  to 
devote  his  entire  time  to  his  business.  He  purchased  the  Dartmouth 
Pennant  and  Banner  Company  and  added  felt  and  leather  goods  to 
his  line.  He  hired  a  second-floor  space  in  a  building  on  South  Main 
street.  A  fire  in  the  ground  floor  damaged  most  of  his  goods  so  he 
built  a  building  of  his  own  near  the  corner  of  Maplewood  Terrace 
and  Fairground  Road. 

On  November  21,  1946,  a  fire  totally  destroyed  the  plant.  This 
fire  destroyed  many  priceless  momentos  of  the  olden  days,  including 
a  complete  line  of  cards  collected  by  Mrs.  Miller.  The  business  was 
moved  to  an  adjacent  building  and  resumed  operation  within  a 
month. 

Mr.  Miller  has  retired  from  active  participation  in  the  business 
which  now  operates  under  the  name  of  Green  Mountain  Studios,  Inc. 

Mr.  Miller’s  son,  Richard,  operates  an  outlet  for  many  of  the 
souvenir  items  produced  by  the  firm  in  an  attractive  store  in  White 
River  Junction  called  “Twenty-Five  Thousand  Gifts.” 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

A  fire  which  started  from  some  unknown  cause  in  the  factory 
of  the  White  River  Chair  Company  at  Hartford,  on  Thursday, 
December  14,  1904,  was  believed  to  have  been  extinguished.  How¬ 
ever  it  broke  out  afresh  on  Friday,  December  15th,  and  quickly  got 
beyond  control  of  the  local  fire  department. 

Help  was  summoned  from  neighboring  towns  and  an  urgent  call 
for  assistance  was  sent  to  Concord,  New  Hampshire.  That  city 
immediately  sent  one  of  its  steamers  by  special  train  to  aid  the 
local  departments  in  combating  the  flames.  High  winds  whipped 
the  flames  to  a  raging  fury  and  at  times  the  entire  village  was 
threatened.  The  efforts  of  the  fire  department  were  hampered  by 
the  intense  cold,  the  temperature  at  the  time  being  ten  degrees 
below  zero. 


133 


Buildings  Near  River  in  Hartford  Before  Fire 

The  fire  destroyed  the  chair  factory,  the  carriage  paint  shop  of 
Charles  L.  Bugbee,  the  store  of  Madden  &  Trumbull,  grain  dealers, 
a  small  harness  shop,  and  a  tenement  house. 

The  total  loss  was  estimated  at  $42,000.  The  loss  of  the  chair 
factory  was  a  heavy  blow  to  the  village  as  it  had  furnished  employ¬ 
ment  to  over  seventy  local  residents. 


Ruins  After  Hartford  Fire 
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10c  A  COPY. 


Entered  at  tbr  White  River  junction  Post  Office 
as  Second  Class  Matter. 


$1.00  THE  YEAR. 


Portion  of  Cover  of  “Vermonter  Magazine” 


“The  Vermonter”,  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  was  published  by  Charles 
Spooner  Forbes  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  in  August  of  1895.  This 
mazagine,  published  on  a  monthly  basis,  contained  articles  of  in¬ 
terest  to  citizens  in  all  areas  of  the  state  and  enjoyed  a  wide  cir¬ 
culation. 

Charles  R.  Cummings  of  White  River  Junction  entered  into  the 
magazine  publishing  field  when  he  released  the  first  issue  of  the 
“Inter-State  Journal  and  Advertiser”  in  April  of  1900. 

In  January  of  1906  Mr.  Cummings  purchased  “The  Vermonter” 
from  Mr.  Forbes,  uniting  the  two  publications  under  the  name, 
“The  Vermonter  and  Inter-State  Journal”.  With  the  publication  of 
the  January  issue  of  1907,  Mr.  Cummings  discontinued  the  reference 
to  the  “Inter-State  Journal”  and  adopted  the  name  “The  Vermonter 
— The  State  Magazine.” 

Mr.  Cumming’s  printing  establishment  occupied  office  space  on 
the  second  floor  in  the  Smith  &  Son  block  with  printing  equipment 
on  the  third  floor.  In  addition  to  the  magazine  the  firm  was  actively 
engaged  in  job  printing. 

As  a  printer,  Mr.  Cummings  was  meticulous  and  painstaking  and 
his  published  periodicals  were  a  credit  to  the  printers  art. 

In  1942  he  moved  his  printing  equipment  to  his  home  on  North 
Main  street  where  he  operated  his  business  until  his  death  on 
November  25,  1945. 
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“The  Vermonter”  was  sold  by  his  estate  and  only  one  issue  was 
published  after  its  sale. 

The  job  printing  business  established  by  Mr.  Cummings  is  being 
continued  by  Mr.  Osmer  Sheldon.  The  firm  is  now  known  as  “The 
Cummings  Printing  Company”,  a  name  adopted  by  Mr.  Sheldon 
shortly  after  the  sale  of  “The  Vermonter”. 

The  Vermont  Printer’s  Association  was  organized  in  1955  and 
Mr.  Sheldon  was  a  charter  member  and  became  the  first  vice- 
president.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors. 


SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  —  1907 

At  the  March  town  meeting  in  1905,  David  A.  Perrin,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  made  report  upon  the  con¬ 
gested  condition  of  the  high  school  building  in  White  River  Junc¬ 
tion  and  the  status  of  the  school  building  at  Hartford  village  as 
to  the  heating  and  sanitary  conditions.  A  special  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  John  L.  Bacon,  Charles  D.  Hazen,  and  David  A.  Perrin 


Hartford  High  School 
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Hartford  Village  Grammar  School 

was  constituted  to  further  check  into  the  existing  conditions  at 
said  school  houses  and  to  report  at  a  special  town  meeting  as  to 
the  requirements  and  needs  at  each  school.  This  was  done  on 
July  15th  following. 

A  change  in  the  heating  and  sanitary  conditions  was  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  Hartford  school  building  and  four  different  plans 
were  suggested  to  relieve  the  congested  condition,  and  provide  addi¬ 
tional  facilities  needed  in  the  high  school  building.  The  report  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  ordered  printed  in  “The  Landmark”  and  held 
for  action  at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  19Q6. 

At  the  town  meeting  the  committee  was  authorized  to  make 
further  investigation  and  recommendations.  Horace  C.  Pease  was 
substituted  for  Charles  D.  Hazen.  At  a  special  town  meeting  held 
March  27,  1906,  the  committee  recommended  a  new  four  room 
brick  building  for  Hartford  village  and  the  sale  of  the  old  school 
building  at  the  best  terms  possible;  and  a  new  brick  high  school 
building  on  the  Point  at  White  River  Junction,  the  same  to  have 
four  sizeable  rooms  and  to  include  any  additional  facilities  deemed 
necessary,  such  as  laboratory,  gymnasium,  etc. 
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West  Hartford  School 


At  this  meeting  the  town  did  not  adopt  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  full  but  voted  “to  repair  and  modernize  the  Hartford 
village  school  and  properly  furnish  it  with  modern  conveniences 
so  as  to  bring  it  up  to  date.”  The  recommendation  to  build  a  new 
high  school  building  at  White  River  Junction  was  approved. 

Various  citizens  were  not  satisfied  with  the  action  and  circularized 
a  petition  securing  enough  signers  so  that  a  special  town  meeting 
was  called  on  April  14th,  1906. 

At  this  meeting  the  action  taken  on  the  high  school  was  upheld 
but  the  action  in  regard  to  the  schoolhouse  in  Hartford  Village 
was  rescinded  and  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  $10,000  to  build  a 
new  brick  schoolhouse.  The  appropriation  was  to  cover  heating, 
lighting,  plumbing  and  sanitary  arrangements.  The  same  commit¬ 
tee  was  chosen  to  superintend  construction  of  the  high  school  and 
also  the  new  school  building  at  Hartford. 

The  contract  for  both  buildings  was  awarded  to  Horace  H.  Tozier 
of  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 

The  committee  attempted  to  sell  the  Hartford  schoolhouse  at 
private  sale,  the  purchaser  to  remove  same  from  the  schoolhouse 
lot,  but  the  highest  offer  that  could  be  obtained  was  $125.  This 
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was  considered  too  low  and  accordingly  it  was  advertised  and  sold 
at  public  auction.  The  price  realized  was  $135.  The  bell,  black¬ 
boards,  and  all  desks  and  seats  considered  of  any  value  for  use 
elsewhere  in  town  were  reserved. 

The  committee  also  proceeded  to  select  a  site  for  the  new  high 
school  building  on  the  “Point”,  as  per  vote  of  the  town.  The  tri¬ 
angular  lot  lying  between  Barnes  and  Lyman  streets,  owned  by 
Lizzie  B.  and  Louise  H.  Lyman  was  finally  chosen  as  the  one  which 
would  best  meet  all  requirements,  and  which  was  available  and 
would  come  within  the  amount  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee 
to  expend  for  such  purpose.  Three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  a 
price  considered  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  to  be  liberal, 
was  offered  the  owners  for  the  land,  but  they  refused  to  accept 
the  amount  and  were  averse  to  parting  with  the  land  at  all. 
Accordingly,  condemnation  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the 
statute,  and  the  selectmen,  who  then  had  the  matter  in  charge, 
assessed  the  damages  at  $3,000.  The  owners  refused  to  accept 
the  amount  assessed  as  damages  and  tendered  to  them  and  took  an 
appeal  from  the  selectmen’s  action  to  the  Windsor  County  Court. 
This  action  caused  delay  and  prevented  prosecution  of  work  by  the 
contractor.  It  was  expected  that  the  case  would  be  heard  or  re¬ 
ported  on  at  the  December  term  of  court,  but,  when  it  was  learned 
that  such  was  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  and  that  it  was  not  to  be 
pushed  to  an  early  determination,  the  committee  decided  that  it 
was  for  the  best  interest  of  the  town  to  pay  the  owners  the  price 
asked  by  them  for  the  said  lot — $4,000,  (a  strip  25  feet  wide 
at  the  south  end  and  a  small  triangular  lot  at  the  north  end  being 
reserved)  rather  than  to  be  obligated  to  submit  to  unavoidable 
delay  and  any  damage  which  might  result  therefrom.  A  settlement 
with  the  owners  was  then  effected. 

Both  schools  were  completed  and  opened  in  September  of  1907. 
A  gymnasium  was  added  to  the  high  school  property  in  1934. 

The  Town  Report  of  1870  listed  an  interesting  report  on  the 
average  attendance  and  operating  expense  of  each  school  district: 

No.  16 — Abel  Howard’s — Average  attendance,  4;  expenses 
$98.00. 

No.  10 — Centerville — Attendance,  6;  expenses  $120.00. 

No.  22 — Alexander — Attendance,  9;  expenses  $140.00. 

No.  12 — Russtown — Attendance,  10 ;  expenses  $106.00. 

No.  8 — Dothan — Attendance,  10;  expenses  $97.00. 

No.  11 — Point — Attendance,  11;  expenses  $99.50. 
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No.  21 — Major  Russ — Attendance,  13;  expenses  $124.00. 

No.  4 — Birch — Attendance,  14;  expenses  $113.00. 

No.  2 — Pine  Woods — Attendance,  15;  expenses  $126.00. 

No.  9 — Christian  Street — Attendance,  18;  expenses  $198.32. 

No.  7 — Jericho — Attendance,  18;  expenses  $132.00. 

No.  15 — Brick  School  House — Attendance,  20;  expenses  $155.75. 

No.  1 — Centre — Attendance,  21 ;  expenses  $187.00. 

No.  5 — West  Hartford — Attendance,  22 ;  expenses,  $168.50. 

No.  3 — Quechee — Attendance,  28;  expenses  $510.00. 

No.  14 — Ballard — Attendance,  25 ;  expenses  $138.00. 

No.  13 — White  River  Junction — Attendance,  22;  expenses 
$436.32. 

No.  17 — White  River  Village — Attendance,  31 ;  expenses  $406.00. 

Enrollment  1870 — 297.  Several  schools  had  two  terms.  Total  for 
year  362. 

Enrollment  September  1962 — 6  schools — 1587  pupils. 

Hartford  High — 327,  Hartford  Memorial — 766,  Hartford  Gram¬ 
mar — 152,  Quechee  Grammar — 99,  Wilder  Grammar — 221, 
Ottauquechee — 22 . 
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Gates  Memorial  Library 


LIBRARIES  IN  WHITE  RIVER 

Prior  to  1900  the  village  library  of  White  River  Junction  led  a 
wandering  existence.  The  library  was  created  by  the  enthusiasm  of 
a  few  public  spirited  citizens  who  invested  in  shares  at  $5.00  each 
raising  $150.00  to  purchase  the  initial  books  and  equipment.  Books 
were  loaned  to  members  for  a  fee  of  $1.00  a  year.  The  choice  of 
books  for  the  library  was  left  almost  wholly  to  the  ladies  who 
acted  as  librarians. 

The  book  cases  were  first  placed,  free  of  charge,  in  the  office 
of  Mr.  S.  L.  Farman  in  the  freight  depot.  The  library  was  popular 
from  the  beginning.  The  depot  burned  and  the  books  were  removed 
to  a  private  schoolhouse  near  the  Episcopal  Church.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  the  library  was  transferred  to  an  upstairs  room  in  Smith’s 
bakery.  Later  the  books  were  stored  and  not  used  for  several  years. 

It  was  at  this  time  while  the  books  were  still  in  storage,  that  the 
Loyal  Club,  an  organization  formed  in  1891,  offered  to  assume 
charge  of  the  library.  The  books  were  turned  over  to  the  Club  by 
the  Library  Association. 


141 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


The  Loyal  Club  later  rented  the  only  available  rooms  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  Junction  House  Annex  in  August  of  1900,  and  moved 
the  library  there. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Club  held  at  Mrs.  Safford’s  home,  May  1, 
1906,  Mrs.  Wallace  announced  that  Mr.  Amos  Barnes  of  Boston 
would  give  a  lot  of  ground  and  erect  a  library  building  as  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  the  late  George  W.  Gates  and  family.  The  Gates  Memorial 
Library  was  completed  and  opened  to  the  public  April  2,  1907. 

George  W.  Gates,  who,  with  his  family,  was  thus  honored  by 
Mr.  Barnes,  originally  resided  in  West  Hartford  but  moved  to 
White  River  in  1866.  He  was  one  of  the  Town’s  leading  men  of 
affairs  and  organized  measures  which  aided  greatly  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  village.  He  was  born  in  Quebec  in  1824. 

He  came  to  White  River  as  superintendent  of  construction  and 
repairs  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  He  entered  into 
many  civic  projects  and  was  foremost  in  the  organization  of  the 
First  National  Bank. 

He  died  in  Hartford  in  November  of  1887. 


MILLER  AUTOMOBILE  COMPANY 

When  Garfield  Miller  pedalled  his  bicycle  the  five  miles  to  school 
each  day  from  North  Hartland  to  White  River  Junction,  no  doubt 
he  often  dreamed  of  a  swifter,  cleaner,  more  comfortable  means 
of  transportation.  Travelling  over  the  dirt  road  with  the  fenderless 
bicycle  of  that  era  he  arrived  at  his  destination  covered  with  dust 
and  his  friends  and  classmates  soon  were  calling  him  “Dusty” 
Miller,  a  name  which  has  stood  by  him  to  the  present  day. 

After  school,  young  Dusty  helped  his  father  around  the  carriage 
shop  his  father  operated  upstairs  over  a  dance  hall  in  North  Hart- 
land.  He  later  helped  his  father  move  his  goods  to  White  River 
Junction  when  he  set  up  business  as  agent  for  the  Excelsior  Car¬ 
riage  Company  in  the  location  now  occupied  by  the  Shepard  Cor¬ 
poration. 

Early  in  the  century  the  Excelsior  Carriage  Company  stocked  a 
few  of  the  new  “horseless  carriages”  along  with  their  regular  line 
of  fine  horse-drawn  carriages,  harnesses,  fur  robes,  and  blankets. 
These  horseless  carriages  fascinated  young  Dusty.  When,  in  1907, 
the  Excelsior  Carriage  Company  announced  that  they  would  no 
longer  stock  the  new  automobiles  as  there  was  no  future  in  it, 
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Miller  Automobile  Company  With  Cars  on  Display 


young  Mr.  Miller  was  disappointed.  He  contacted  an  agent  of  the 
Cadillac  Company  and  signed  his  father’s  name  to  a  contract  for 
fifty  Cadillacs  to  be  taken  within  a  year. 

“My  father  was  pretty  sore,”  Mr.  Miller  recalls,  but  they  man¬ 
aged  to  get  the  money  together  to  pay  for  the  cars  and  “Dusty” 
managed  to  sell  them.  These  early  cars  were  shipped  cash  on  de¬ 
livery  and  the  dealers  had  to  have  the  money  ready  when  the  cars 
arrived. 

In  1912  Mr.  Miller  received  the  largest  shipment  of  cars  ever 
to  be  seen  in  this  area.  These  were  the  first  cars  to  have  electric 
starters. 

When  the  Hotel  Coolidge  burned  in  1925,  the  intense  heat  broke 
several  windows  in  Mr.  Miller’s  garage.  Many  of  the  cars  were 
moved  from  the  garage  to  a  safer  place  on  the  street.  When  they 
were  later  picked  up  the  motors  had  frozen  and  some  of  the  radia¬ 
tors  were  cracked. 

Mr.  Miller  is  still  actively  engaged  in  his  automobile  business. 
He  has  watched  the  automobile  business  grow  from  its  very  be¬ 
ginning,  having  furnished  transportation  to  his  many  customers 
since  1908. 
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A  Cooling  Drink  on  a  Hot  Day 

PUBLIC  WATERING  TROUGH 


The  following  article  appeared  in  “The  Landmark”  on  Octo¬ 
ber  27,  1899 : 

“It  has  been  suggested  that  one  of  the  needs  of  the  village  is  a 
public  watering  trough  on  Main  street.  Now  that  we  have  a  water 
system  introduced  why  cannot  such  a  convenience  be  provided. 
Persons  driving  to  the  Junction  on  business  or  pleasure  find  no 
opportunity  to  water  their  horses  in  the  business  district  unless 
they  put  up  their  team  at  the  Livery  Stable.  Will  not  the  Village 
Improvement  Society  or  the  Loyal  Club  take  up  the  matter?” 

On  August  6,  1907,  Miss  Helen  W.  Smith  gave  the  Loyal  Club 
a  handsome  public  drinking  fountain  in  memory  of  her  brother, 
George  W.  Smith.  This  fountain  with  ornate  metal  decorative  posts 
stood  for  many  years  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  Hartford  Savings 
Bank — now  the  Inter-State  Trust  Company. 

With  the  passing  of  the  horse  and  buggy  era  the  need  for  the 
fountain  no  longer  existed  and  it  was  removed  and  placed  on  the 
lower  river  road  leading  from  Hartford  to  Quechee  in  1945.  The 
Smith  Memorial  Fountain  is  still  in  use  in  1968. 
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British  Regulars  and  Colonial  Volunteers 

HISTORICAL  PAGEANT 
OF  THE 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT  AND  GROWTH  OF  HARTFORD,  YT. 

GIVEN  BY  THE  TOWN 

Program  of  Scenes 

I.  The  Wilderness — Indian  Camp — Indian  Hunt  Dance 

II.  French  Soldiers  and  Indian  Braves  on  their  way  to  Deerfield 
— Return  with  Deerfield  Captives — Parting  of  Stephen 
Williams  from  his  Father. 

III.  Scouts  and  Rangers — Robert  Rogers  on  his  way  down  the 
Connecticut. 

IV.  British  Regulars  and  Colonials  on  their  way  to  New  England 
Round  a  camp-fire  they  celebrate  the  Fall  of  Quebec. 

V.  Benning  Wentworth’s  Wedding  with  Martha  Hilton.  Men 
from  Connecticut  come  to  ask  for  the  Charter  of  Hartford 
and  its  sister  towns. 

VI.  The  coming  of  the  First  Settlers,  Wrights,  Tildens,  Gillettes, 
Hazens,  and  Marshes. 

VII.  A  Sunday  service  in  the  open,  Aaron  Hutchinson  preaches. 

VIII.  Arrival  of  Eleazar  Wheelock  and  thirty  students  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  on  their  way  to  Hanover — their  welcome  by  people  in 
Hartford. 
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IX.  News  of  Bunker  Hill — Town  Meeting  of  June  19,  1775 — 
Organization  of  the  Town  for  defense — Drilling  of  the 
Hartford  Volunteers. 

X.  The  Republic  of  the  Green  Mountains  (symbolic).  Muster 
of  Men  for  Bennington,  August  14,  1777. 

XI.  Alarm  of  October  16,  1780 — Phineas  Parkhurst’s  Ride — 
March  of  the  Minute  Men. 

XII.  Social  Life  in  the  Early  19th  Century — A  Husking-Bee. 

XIII.  Finale — Ensemble  of  the  Pageant — Citizens  of  the  Future. 

The  following  story  concerning  the  pageant  appeared  in  “The 
Vermonter”  magazine  dated  August  1911.  The  article  was  written 
by  Kate  M.  Cone  of  Hartford,  Vermont. 

“The  site  chosen  for  the  Hartford  pageant  was  on  the  southeast 
end  of  the  ancient  river  terrace  which  overlooks  White  River 
Junction  from  the  north.  Its  steep  sides  are  well-wooded,  with 
glimpses  of  Ascutney  Mountain  and  neighboring  hills  through  the 
trees.  The  pageant  took  place  on  an  open  spot  of  ground  in  front 
of  a  small  pine  grove.  Back  of  the  cleared  space  was  the  simulation 
of  a  river-bank  edged  with  bushes.  At  the  left  was  a  small  stage 
slightly  elevated.  Through  the  grove  behind  the  river-bank  a  road 
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was  cut  which,  turning,  led  upon  the  scene  at  the  right.  The  groups 
of  actors  entered  by  this  road  and  so  were  seen  approaching  from 
a  distance,  an  arrangement  which  added  much  picturesqueness. 
Most  of  the  exits  were  made  at  the  extreme  left.  The  orchestra  and 
the  sides  of  the  exit  were  concealed  by  a  masking  of  small  pines. 
What  the  audience  saw  was  in  effect  a  glade  in  the  forest  near  the 
green  bank  of  a  river,  such  a  spot  as  might  have  been  found  near 
the  mouth  of  White  River  in  Indian  times  or  when  white  men  first 
came  here  .  .  .  Different  villages  and  associations  furnished  the 
actors  for  the  several  scenes — Wilder  the  Indians,  Hartford  the 
Captives,  West  Hartford  the  Scouts,  Quechee — to  its  everlasting 
credit  be  it  said,  for  it  was  five  miles  from  the  pageant  grounds — 
the  sixty  first  settlers.  The  Y.M.C.A.  boys  were  the  Dartmouth 
students,  the  Loyal  Club  furnished  the  Husking-Bee,  the  West 
Lebanon  Fortnightly  the  Wedding  Guests  and  the  Royalton  Refu¬ 
gees,  the  White  River  Woodmen  the  British  Soldiers  and  Provin¬ 
cials,  the  Hartford  Woodmen  the  French  Soldiers  .  .  .  The  Hartford 
Pageant  was  a  great  artistic  success.” 


CENTER  OF  THE  TOWN  MARKER 

On  Wednesday,  July  5th,  1911,  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
granting  of  the  Charter,  a  granite  memorial  was  unveiled  at  the 
Center  of  the  Town,  with  the  Misses  French  and  Collins  assisting. 
This  ceremony,  along  with  the  Hartford  Pageant,  made  1911  a 
memorable  year  in  the  Town’s  history.  On  this  marker  appears  the 
following  inscription : 

THIS  MEMORIAL  MARKS  THE  CENTER  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  HARTFORD 
DETERMINED  BY  SURVEY  IN  1774 
HERE  WAS  THE  PARADE  OR  CONVENIENT  GREEN 
ON  WHICH  WERE  DRILLED  HARTFORD’S  SOLDIERS 

IN  THE  REVOLUTION 
HERE  STOOD  THE  MEETING  HOUSE 
BUILT  BY  THE  TOWN  IN  1784 
USED  FOR  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES  UNTIL  1808 
AND  FOR  TOWN  MEETINGS  UNTIL  1872 
HERE  ON  MEETING  HOUSE  SQUARE  WAS  HELD 
THE  ANNUAL  JUNE  TRAINING  DAY  UNTIL  1844 
NEAR  BY  STOOD  FREEGRACE  LEAVITT’S  TAVERN 
AND  UNTIL  1840  THE  TOWN  CLERK’S  OFFICE 

Erected  by  Thomas  Chittenden  Chapter  DAR  July  4,  1911 
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1 


Unveiling  of  Center  of  Town  Marker — 
Miss  Collins  and  Miss  French  Assisting 


FIRE  DESTROYS  UNION  DEPOT 

Daniel  Houlihan,  night  ticket  agent  at  the  Union  Depot  in  White 
River  Junction,  was  startled  when  he  discovered  smoke  seeping 
from  the  partition  near  the  ceiling  in  his  office.  It  was  nearly  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  Tuesday,  November  28,  1911.  Through  most 
of  the  summer  the  depot  had  been  undergoing  repairs  and  repaint¬ 
ing  and  the  project  had  just  recently  been  completed.  The  depot 
presented  a  neat,  clean,  new  appearance.  About  $15,000  had  been 
invested  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Houlihan  summoned  the  night  manager  of  the  Depot  Cafe 
and  the  two  men,  armed  with  chemical  extinguishers,  attempted 
to  put  out  the  fire.  The  blaze  being  between  partitions  was  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  reach  and,  as  smoke  continued  to  pour  from 
the  walls  of  the  room,  a  call  was  made  for  the  assistance  of  the 
local  fire  department.  The  firemen  laid  two  hose  lines  across  the 
tracks  from  a  nearby  hydrant  in  the  village  and  soon  had  a  stream 
of  water  on  the  building.  The  Junction  House  owners  sent  over  their 
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Ruins  of  Union  Depot 


chemical  equipment  to  assist  in  saving  the  building.  It  looked  like 
a  slow  fire  that  would  be  easily  put  under  control. 

About  six  o’clock  a  flash  of  flame  shot  up  through  the  roof.  The 
flames  then  spread  rapidly  and  the  firefighters  could  see  that  any 
effort  to  save  the  building  would  be  useless.  All  attention  was  then 
focused  on  controlling  the  spread  of  the  flames  to  nearby  buildings 
and  into  the  village.  Fortunately  it  was  not  a  windy  day. 

The  depot  was  a  total  loss.  The  telegraph  office  was  moved  into 
the  telephone  building  where  two  lines  were  quickly  put  into  opera¬ 
tion.  The  telegraph  office  was  later  moved  into  a  car  near  the 
Passumpsic  tracks.  A  train  shed  at  the  north  end  of  the  station  was 
converted  into  a  waiting  room  and  ticket  office,  and  the  express 
office  moved  into  vacant  office  space  in  the  Junction  House. 


150 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


Arza  Wyman  Grave — Camp  Grounds 

ARZA  WYMAN 

Deep  in  the  woodland  about  two  hundred  feet  north  of  the 
Advent  Camp  Meeting  Grounds  is  a  lonely  single  grave.  This  grave 
has  a  marker  bearing  the  name  “Arza  Wyman — 1833-1912 — Co.  G. 
5th  Vt.  Vol.” 

A  check  of  town  burial  records  shows  the  name  to  be  recorded 
as  Arzell  Wyman.  His  military  records  and  records  on  file  at  the 
Vermont  Soldiers’  Home  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  show  “Arzell” 
to  be  the  correct  spelling  of  his  name.  Mr.  Wyman  was  a  widower 
and  had  one  son  whose  address  was  listed  as  “unknown”  in  the 
Bennington  records. 

Service  records  on  Arzell  Wyman  show  that  he  was  born  in 
Stockbridge,  Vermont,  January  17,  1833.  He  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War  on  September  15,  1861.  His  residence  at  that  time  was  shown 
as  Sherburne,  Vermont.  He  was  discharged  September  27,  1864, 
after  which  he  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He 
died  February  8,  1912. 

Although  he  is  buried  in  this  isolated  spot  he  is  not  forgotten. 
Each  year,  on  Memorial  Day,  a  flag  is  placed  over  his  grave  show¬ 
ing  that  his  service  to  his  country  during  the  Civil  War  is  still 
gratefully  remembered. 
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An  article  appearing  in  The  Landmark,  November  5,  1897,  re¬ 
lates  the  story  of  another  unusual  burial  spot: 

“About  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  Junction,  in  the  Connecticut 
River  is  Johnson’s  island,  named  after  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
the  region.  He  was  drowned  at  the  mouth  of  the  White  River  some 
time  in  the  1770’s  and  his  body  was  afterwards  recovered  and 
buried  on  the  island.  A  stone  with  inscription  nearly  effaced  by 
the  storms  of  a  century  or  longer  marked  his  grave  and  has  been 
for  years  an  object  of  historical  interest.  A  recent  visitor  to  the 
island  could  not  find  the  stone  or  any  traces  of  it.  It  is  hoped  that 
no  person  has  wantonly  destroyed  this  old  relic  of  the  past  or 
carried  it  off  as  a  curiosity.” 


INTER-STATE  TRUST  COMPANY 

The  Inter-State  Trust  Company  was  organized  in  1912  by  indi¬ 
viduals  associated  with  the  First  National  Bank  of  White  River 
Junction.  Its  purpose  was  to  provide  additional  mortgage  loan 


Office  of  Inter-State  Trust  Company 
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facilities  for  the  community,  as  laws  at  that  time  did  not  favor 
real  estate  loans  being  made  by  national  banks. 

Its  original  capital  was  $25,000  but  its  growth  has  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  expectations  of  its  founders,  who  visualized  an  institu¬ 
tion  with  resources  of  possibly  one-half  million  dollars.  At  present 
it  has  capital  funds  of  $545,000  and  deposits  of  $6,300,000. 

Although  the  Inter-State  Trust  Company  is  by  its  charter  em¬ 
powered  to  act  as  trustee,  executor  or  guardian,  its  chief  activity 
consists  of  receiving  savings  deposits  and  making  real  estate  loans 
on  property  in  Hartford  and  nearby  towns.  It  has  always  been 
under  local  ownership  and  local  management. 

Until  1940  the  Trust  Company  shared  quarters  with  the  First 
National  Bank.  In  March  of  that  year  it  purchased  the  building 
formerly  used  by  the  Hartford  Savings  Bank  and  Trust  Company, 
which  has  been  its  home  since  that  time. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Trust  Company  the  following  persons 


have  served  as  its  officers : 

Robert  E.  Smith 

Presidents 

1912-1917 

Howard  J.  Miller 

1918-1945 

G.  H.  Miller 

1946-1953 

Everett  J.  Eaton 

1953- 

W.  W.  Russell 

Treasurers 

1912-1916 

Chas.  L.  LeBourveau 

1916-1948 

Rollo  L.  Dimick 

1949-1961 

Stanley  C.  Wright 

1962- 

WHITE  RIVER  JUNCTION  LOSES  ITS  WOODEN  BRIDGE 

During  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  there  was  no 
bridge  connecting  the  village  of  White  River  Junction  with  “The 
Point”.  Anyone  wishing  to  go  to  West  Lebanon  had  to  travel  to 
White  River  Village  (now  Hartford),  cross  the  river  at  that  point, 
and  then  travel  back  to  the  Lyman  bridge — making  a  trip  of  nearly 
four  miles.  As  early  as  1860  the  residents  began  agitating  for  the 
town  to  build  a  bridge  but  the  measures  were  voted  down  with  the 
contention  that  White  River  Junction  would  never  become  large 
enough  to  warrant  such  an  investment.  Finally  in  1866,  George 
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White  River  Bridge  Shortly  Before  Its  Destruction 


Lyman  and  Asa  T.  Barron  of  White  River  Junction  wrote  to  various 
bridge-building  firms  and  individual  contractors  for  estimates  on 
a  bridge  over  the  White  River  at  the  Junction.  The  various  bids 
were  presented  for  consideration  at  the  Town  Meeting  in  1867 
and  the  voters  agreed  to  the  project. 

The  contract  was  awarded  to  James  Tasker  of  Cornish,  New 
Hampshire.  Although  the  bid  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $7,000r 
records  concerning  the  bridge  reveal  that  the  cost — complete  with 
litigation — amounted  to  $13,426.62.  The  original  bridge  did  not 
have  any  walks  for  pedestrians,  two  covered  walks  being  added  at 
a  later  date. 

The  bridge  served  the  White  River  residents  for  45  years,  its 
service  coming  to  an  abrupt  ending  in  March  of  1913.  The  White 
River,  already  swollen  by  the  melting  snow  of  spring,  had  reached 
unprecedented  heights,  and  when  it  began  to  rain  during  the  night 
of  March  24,  1913,  the  residents  of  White  River  felt  that  trouble 
was  imminent.  At  Sharon,  Vermont,  10  miles  up  the  river,  2,500,000 
feet  of  logs,  owned  by  the  Champlain  Realty  Company,  were  being 
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Ruins  of  Bridge  on  River  Bank 

held  fast  in  a  boom  awaiting  the  annual  drive  to  the  International 
Paper  Company  mills  in  Bellows  Falls.  The  logs  were  already 
straining  at  the  chains  and  the  floating  logs  were  perilously  near 
the  point  where  the  boom  could  no  longer  restrain  them. 

The  rain  continued  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  the  swollen 
river  rising  rapidly.  Finally  on  March  28th,  the  boom  could  rise 
no  further  and  the  logs  swept  headlong  over  the  top  racing  madly 
— a  jumbled  mass  of  destruction.  Three  bridges  above  White  River 
Junction — the  West  Hartford  bridge,  the  railroad  trestle  at  Centre- 
ville,  and  the  Hartford  bridge  were  left  unscathed.  When  they 
reached  White  River,  the  tangled  logs  hit  the  north  end  of  the 
covered  bridge  with  a  tremendous  force  and  with  much  creaking 
and  snapping  of  timbers,  and  the  flash  of  severed  electric  wires, 
the  bridge  swung  around  on  its  moorings  completely  and  was 
slapped  against  the  bank  looking  very  much  like  a  large  whale 
stranded  out  of  water. 

Anticipating  this  development,  the  railroad  company  had  loaded 
their  iron  trestle  with  heavy  freight  to  fortify  it  against  the  blow. 
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The  logs  swept  down  the  river  and  around  the  corner  into  the 
Connecticut  unobstructed.  The  old  White  River  bridge  was  gone. 
The  splintered  hulk  laid  useless  against  the  bank  for  weeks. 

The  Town  brought  suit  against  the  Champlain  Realty  Company 
for  damages.  The  story  is  summed  up  in  the  Selectmen’s  report  for 
1913,  giving  all  the  details.  This  report  follows,  copied  verbatim, 
their  well-worded  summary  providing  all  the  historical  data  con¬ 
cerning  this  disaster. 

REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1913 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Hartford : 

The  loss  by  reason  of  the  pressure  of  logs  of  The  Champlain 
Realty  Co.,  of  our  covered  bridge  at  White  River  Junction  during 
the  high  water  of  last  March  is  the  most  serious  damage  our  Town 
has  sustained  in  many  years.  We  first  put  all  our  attention  to  build¬ 
ing  a  temporary  bridge  and  took  counsel  of  men  of  long  experience 
in  just  such  emergencies.  They  all  advised  a  bridge  on  piles.  We 
went  to  Boston  and  got  bids  from  three  different  firms,  in  addition 
to  one  by  the  H.  P.  Cummings  Construction  Co. 

The  Cummings  Co.  were  the  lowest  and  we  awarded  the  contract 
to  them  at  their  bid  of  $5000,  at  which  price  they  took  the  old 
bridge  to  pieces,  used  what  they  needed  in  building  the  temporary 
structure  and  piled  the  remaining  timber  on  the  meadow  near  by. 
After  some  inquiry  we  engaged  as  Engineer  (with  the  approval  of 
the  State  Highway  Commissioner)  J.  P.  Snow  of  Boston,  formerly 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  Immediately  after 
the  special  Town  Meeting  he  began  plans  for  a  steel  bridge  and 
foundation. 

The  contract  for  the  masonry  was  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  J.  W. 
Buswell,  of  Salisbury,  Mass.,  and  the  total  cost  of  same  to  the  Town 
is  $12,841.70. 

The  contract  for  the  steel  work  was  let  to  the  Canton  Bridge 
Co.,  of  Groton,  N.  Y.,  who  were  the  lowest  bidders;  they  build 
the  bridge  by  the  pound  and  we  expect  there  will  be  no  incentive  to 
build  it  too  light. 

The  Town  has  bought  hard  pine  plank  for  the  floor  at  a  cost  of 
$1187.00  laid  down  here;  these  planks  are  piled  in  good  shape  and 
will  be  thoroughly  air  dried  when  ready  for  use.  It  is  our  intention 
to  cover  the  floor  with  concrete  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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We  gave  the  matter  of  raising  the  new  bridge  very  careful  study. 
After  getting  Mr.  Snow’s  advice  we  consulted  with  the  State  High¬ 
way  Commissioner  and  others,  and  finally  decided  that  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  improvement  that  would  serve  the  Town  for  many  years,  it 
was  not  wise  to  raise  it  less  than  four  feet.  We  accordingly  did 
raise  it  four  feet,  and  at  that  level  the  under  side  of  the  iron  work 
will  be  nine  inches  above  the  highest  water  of  last  Spring.  It 
necessitated  raising  the  Engine  House  of  Fire  District  No.  1,  and 
we  have  paid  $500.00  of  that  expense. 

Regarding  the  loss  of  the  old  bridge,  we  have  engaged  as  counsel, 
Young  &  Young  of  Newport,  Vt.,  who  will  be  associated  with  your 
Town  Agent,  J.  G.  Harvey,  and  D.  A.  Pingree,  and  have  brought 
suit  against  The  Champlain  Realty  Co.  for  $60,000  damages,  attach¬ 
ing  property  assessed  at  over  $80,000.  We  expect  the  case  to  be 
tried  in  June. 

ROBT.  E.  SMITH 

GEO.  H.  FULLER 

ROBERT  F.  MEECH,  Selectmen 

Hartford,  Vermont,  January  81,  1914 

The  Town  Report  of  1915  reported  the  closing  of  the  case  as 
follows : 

“Early  in  the  year,  we  cleaned  up  the  balance  of  expenses  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Town  suit  against  the  Champlain  Realty  Company, 
and  effected  a  settlement  in  which  they  paid  the  Town  $15,000.” 


FIRE  DISTRICT  NO.  2,  HARTFORD,  VERMONT 

A  petition  was  submitted  to  the  Selectmen  on  December  14,  1914, 
to  establish  a  fire  district  in  the  village  of  Hartford,  Vermont. 

On  January  9,  1915,  the  Selectmen  responded  to  the  petition 
by  defining  the  limits  of  the  district  and  designating  it  as  Fire 
District  No.  2. 

Appointing  their  first  Chief  Engineer  in  March  of  1915,  the 
following  have  served  in  that  capacity  since  its  beginning: 

C.  L.  Parker,  March  29,  1915,  January  3,  1916. 

A.  J.  Allard,  January  3,  1916,  January  12,  1920. 

W.  C.  Morse,  January  12,  1920,  January  10,  1921. 

A.  D.  Childs,  January  10,  1921,  January  9,  1922. 
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Fire  Station  in  Hartford  Village 


Rudolph  LeClair,  January  9,  1922,  January  8,  1923. 

Fred  Bourlet,  January  8,  1923,  January  12,  1925. 

Vincent  Coutermarsh,  January  12,  1925,  January  14,  1935. 

Cecil  C.  Stockwell,  January  14,  1935,  January  10,  1938. 

Harry  Broggie,  January  10,  1938,  January  8,  1940. 

Floyd  Coutermarsh,  January  8,  1940,  January  13,  1941. 

Bernard  Roberts,  January  13,  1941,  January  10,  1944. 

Leon  E.  Stone,  January  10,  1944,  January  8,  1945. 

Samuel  Pingree,  January  8,  1945,  January  12,  1948. 

Stanley  Roberts,  January  12,  1948,  January  9,  1950. 

Fred  Mossey,  January  9,  1950,  January  8,  1951. 

S.  E.  Pingree,  January  8,  1951,  January  11,  1954. 

John  Martin,  January  11,  1954,  May  1,  1961. 

On  February  20,  1961  the  townspeople  voted  to  consolidate  the 
district  with  Fire  District  No.  1  in  White  River  Junction. 

The  White  River  Junction  Fire  District  voted  to  accept  the 
Hartford  District  on  March  1,  1961. 

The  two  districts  were  consolidated  effective  May  1,  of  that  year. 
With  the  discontinuance  of  the  Hartford  department  the  White 
River  Junction  department  became  responsible  for  coverage  of  the 
entire  Township. 
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Cleaning  Up  the  Rear  of  the  Connecticut  River  Log  Drive 


LOG  DRIVE  — 1914 

One  of  the  sights  sure  to  arrest  the  attention  of  native  or  traveler 
in  the  early  days  was  the  annual  log  drive.  Teams  loaded  with  sup¬ 
plies,  hawsers  or  tentage,  passing  down  a  village  street,  announced 
the  nearness  of  the  drive.  Men  were  stationed  at  points  along  the 
river,  while  the  logs  were  coming  down,  to  prevent  formation  of 
jams  which  would  endanger  bridges  and  dams  and  obstruct  the 
channels.  The  drivers  moved  from  log  to  log  applying  pressure  to 
key  logs  to  keep  them  moving. 

After  a  while  word  would  come  that  “the  rear”  was  only  a  few 
miles  upstream.  This  meant  that  most  of  the  men,  twenty  or  thirty 
horses,  and  a  whole  flotilla  of  boats  and  big  rafts  were  on  the  way. 
They  travelled  only  a  few  miles  a  day  removing  every  last  log  that 
was  stranded  on  meadows,  islands,  and  dry  channels.  One  raft  would 
have  several  horses,  another,  bags  of  grain  and  bales  of  hay  as  well 
as  food  supplies  and  split  dry  wood  for  the  kitchen  stove.  A  scow 
with  a  house  on  it  contained  the  kitchen.  One  boat  had  a  forge  and 
anvil  and  a  much  needed  blacksmith.  This  was  a  community  in  itself, 
and  one  of  the  most  picturesque  sights  of  that  day. 
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Filming  of  Ice  Scene  for  “Way  Down  East” 

“WAY  DOWN  EAST” 


In  March  of  1920,  D.  W.  Griffith,  movie  producer,  with  his  stars 
Lillian  Gish  and  Richard  Barthelmess,  supporting  cast,  technicians, 
cameramen,  and  numerous  props,  moved  into  White  River  Junction 
to  film  the  ice  scenes  for  the  movie  version  of  “Way  Down  East.” 
The  stage  play  of  this  story  ran  22  years  and  it  was  reported  that 
Mr.  Griffith  paid  $175,000  for  the  picture  rights.  The  scenes  made 
in  White  River  were  the  climax  of  the  play  when  Anna  Moore 
(Lillian  Gish)  is  driven  from  the  farmhouse  of  Squire  Bartlett, 
into  a  terrible  winter  storm,  and  his  son  pursues  to  bring  her  back. 
She  falls  in  exhaustion  upon  the  ice  of  the  river,  just  as  it  is  break¬ 
ing  up.  The  company  brought  with  them,  a  wind  machine  fashioned 
from  an  airplane  propeller,  a  field  kitchen,  heavy  woolen  clothing 
for  fifty  people,  20  “dummies”,  and  odds  and  ends  from  first  aid 
material  to  metal  tombstones.  Scenes  for  a  barn  dance  were  made 
at  the  Estabrook  farm  in  West  Lebanon  and  ice  scenes  in  White 
River,  Hartford  and  Wilder.  Sap-gathering  scenes  were  made  in 
Russtown  and  a  village  street  scene  was  filmed  near  the  fair- 
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grounds.  Many  local  adults  and  children  appeared  in  various  scenes. 
The  finishing  touches  on  the  drama  were  made  at  the  Griffith 
Studio  located  in  Mamaroneck,  New  York.  The  photography  was 
directed  in  such  a  manner  that  there  were  no  familiar  landmarks 
in  the  scenes  to  identify  the  location  of  the  filming. 


HOTEL  COOLIDGE  FIRE 

White  River  Junction’s  largest  fire  within  the  history  of  the 
present  fire  department  started  shortly  after  five  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  January  29,  1925,  destroying  the  old  Junction  House. 
The  hotel  had  just  recently  been  renamed  “Hotel  Coolidge”.  Assist¬ 
ance  had  to  be  summoned  from  several  nearby  towns.  Lebanon, 
New  Hampshire,  responded  with  a  pumper  which  was  greatly 
needed  as  the  water  pressure  in  the  Junction  became  very  low  after 
the  fire  had  been  in  progress  for  several  hours. 

Built  in  1879,  the  hotel  was  the  second  in  the  Junction.  The  first 
hotel,  which  burned  in  August  of  1879,  was  the  Grafton  House 
which  Samuel  Nutt  had  brought  to  White  River  Junction  from 


Junction  House  in  the  Early  1900’s 
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Enfield,  New  Hampshire,  in  1849,  rebuilding  it  and  renaming  it 
the  Junction  House. 

In  1924  the  name  of  the  Junction  House  was  changed  to  Hotel 
Coolidge  in  honor  of  John  Coolidge,  father  of  President  Calvin 
Coolidge. 


Ruins  of  Coolidge  Hotel 

This  hotel,  owned  by  Nathaniel  P.  Wheeler,  was  a  popular 
stopping  place  for  business  men  and  salesmen  and  was  filled  to 
capacity  during  the  days  of  the  Vermont  State  Fair. 

The  fire  which  destroyed  the  Coolidge  Hotel,  in  addition  to  being 
the  largest  the  present  department  has  had  to  combat,  is  considered 
one  of  the  worst  in  White  River  Junction  history.  The  loss  was 
estimated  at  $250,000. 


162 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


Maple  Street  Underpass  at  Height  of  1927  Flood 

1927  FLOOD  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  HARTFORD 


The  flood  descended  very  suddenly  upon  the  village  of  West 
Hartford,  Thursday  evening,  November  3.  The  water  began  rising 
rapidly  about  6  o’clock  and  by  8  o’clock  in  the  evening  it  was  over 
the  road.  John  Cloren’s  cottage  was  the  first  house  to  be  swept 
away  followed  shortly  afterward  by  the  cottage  of  E.  M.  Barrows. 
This  house  hit  the  long  covered  bridge  and  both  the  house  and 
bridge  collapsed.  A  house  owned  by  E.  M.  Barrows  and  occupied  by 
E.  C.  Fisher  soon  followed  and  later  John  Harrington’s  and  L.  A. 
Pitkin’s  homes  were  washed  away.  Other  houses  were  inundated  and 
the  contents  ruined.  Every  dwelling  and  building  near  the  river 
bank  was  carried  away  and  the  river  changed  its  course  running 
where  these  buildings  once  stood. 

The  iron  bridge  at  Hartford  was  swept  from  its  foundation, 
several  houses  were  inundated,  and  roads  near  the  village  were 
rendered  impassable. 

In  Quechee  the  bridge  over  the  Ottauquechee  was  badly  under¬ 
mined  and  the  highways  were  washed  so  that  they  were  almost 
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impassable.  A.  G.  Dewey  and  Harris-Emery  Company  were  flooded 
and  work  was  suspended. 

Wilder,  although  receiving  less  damage  than  the  other  villages, 
was  the  scene  of  much  concern  as  earth  was  washed  from  the  end 
of  the  dam  and  it  was  feared  that  the  dam  might  collapse. 

It  was  late  at  night  when  White  River  Junction  residents  were 
alerted  to  the  danger  of  the  rising  water  by  the  fire  alarm.  Fire 
apparatus  was  removed  from  the  fire  station  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  rear  of  the  fire  station  fell  into  the  river.  In  many  cases  people 
were  not  aware  of  the  danger  until  the  water  had  surrounded  their 
homes  and  rescue  work  was  performed  by  men  in  boats  being 
guided  by  ropes  thrown  from  dry  land  to  the  houses.  It  was  only 
by  this  means  that  the  boats  were  kept  from  being  swept  away  by 
the  swift  current. 

The  river  climbed  to  the  floor  of  the  bridge  and  began  pouring 
into  the  street  on  both  sides.  The  buildings  occupied  by  Dutton  & 
Fellows,  the  Vermont  Gateway  Garage,  A.  H.  Dutton,  Brewster 
Photo  Studio  and  L.  L.  Tinkham  on  the  south  side  of  the  bridge 
were  badly  damaged.  On  the  north  side  the  water  covered  an  area 
reaching  nearly  to  the  high  school  building.  Swanson’s  Market  was 
filled  with  water  to  the  ceiling  and  all  the  contents  were  damaged. 
The  grammar  school  building  was  undermined  and  water  entered 
the  building.  Homes  along  the  banks  were  seriously  damaged  and 
filled  with  filth  and,  when  the  river  receded,  the  road  leading  to 
the  bridge  and  many  nearby  streets  were  covered  with  a  deposit 
of  mud  several  feet  deep.  The  local  citizens  set  about  clearing  the 
streets  ably  assisted  by  a  delegation  of  Dartmouth  students. 

Telegraph  and  telephone  service  was  very  limited  and  railroad 
service  was  at  a  standstill. 

All  through  the  township  damage  was  tremendous  and  it  was 
several  months  before  life  returned  to  normal  and  all  services  to 
the  town  were  restored. 


WEST  HARTFORD  LIBRARY 

The  original  West  Hartford  library  was  opened  in  1922  in  a 
building  bordering  the  river  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  main  high¬ 
way  from  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  November  of  1927  West  Hartford  was  one  of  the  villages  that 
suffered  tremendous  losses  during  the  most  devastating  flood  ever 
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Library  Building  in  West  Hartford 


recorded  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  Houses  were  swept  from  their 
foundations.  The  river  changed  its  course.  The  small  brick  library 
building  was  completely  destroyed  by  the  raging  current. 

Houses  across  the  highway  from  the  river  did  not  escape  un¬ 
harmed.  Porches  were  undermined,  barns  collapsed,  and  some  of 
the  houses  were  damaged  beyond  repair.  One  of  the  residences 
completely  ruined  by  the  flood  was  the  home  of  V.  W.  Wilkinson 
and  Guy  A.  Place. 

Reading  in  the  news  that  West  Hartford  had  lost  its  library  a 
group  of  citizens  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  organized  a  fund  rais¬ 
ing  campaign  to  furnish  the  stricken  village  with  another  library. 
A  committee  was  organized  by  them  and  contacted  authorities  in 
Hartford,  Vermont,  to  arrange  for  such  a  gift.  Several  citizens 
were  selected  to  represent  this  town  and  operated  officially  under 
the  title  of  “The  Hartford  to  Hartford  Committee.” 

The  land  formerly  occupied  by  the  damaged  residence  of  Wil¬ 
kinson  and  Place  was  selected  as  the  ideal  location  for  the  new 
library.  Arrangements  were  soon  made  and  Wilkinson  and  Place 
deeded  the  land  to  the  Hartford  to  Hartford  Committee  on  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1928. 
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The  library  was  built  shortly  afterwards  and  a  marker  was 
placed  beside  the  building  on  which  this  message  is  inscribed : 

MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
Given  by 

The  People  of  Hartford,  Conn, 
after  the  Flood  November  1927 


WHITE  RIVER  JUNCTION  POST  OFFICE 

The  village  of  White  River  Junction  did  not  exist  as  a  separate 
community  until  the  railroads  were  built  in  1849.  Under  Zachary 
Taylor’s  administration  Col.  Samuel  Nutt,  a  Democrat,  received 
the  appointment  as  the  first  postmaster  in  the  village  in  1850.  The 
post  office  was  kept  in  Col.  Nutt’s  home.  This  residence  was  orig¬ 
inally  located  near  the  railroad  crossing  on  South  Main  street.  To 
be  more  centrally  located,  Col.  Nutt  had  the  residence  moved  to  a 
lot  next  to  the  Junction  House  on  Main  street.  Shortly  after  this 
move  the  first  railroad  depot  was  erected  and  the  post  office  facili¬ 
ties  were  transferred  to  this  building.  In  1854  Col.  Nutt  sold  the 
Junction  House,  which  he  owned,  together  with  his  residence,  and 
other  property  to  Isaac  B.  Culver  of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey.  Col. 
Nutt  lived  at  his  farm  on  Nutt  meadow  and  still  conducted  the  post 
office  activities  in  the  railroad  station.  In  1859  Luther  Grover, 
another  Democrat,  received  the  appointment  and  succeeded  Col. 
Nutt  as  postmaster. 

When  the  administration  changed  in  1861,  George  Lyman,  a 
Republican,  became  postmaster.  The  depot  burned  in  1862  but  all 
the  papers  and  equipment  belonging  to  the  post  office  were  saved. 
A  new  depot  was  erected  shortly  afterwards  and  the  post  office  was 
assigned  space  in  the  new  building. 

Meanwhile  the  old  Col.  Nutt  residence  changed  hands  again 
when  Isaac  B.  Culver  sold  the  home  to  George  Gates  in  1866. 

George  Lyman,  the  postmaster,  died  while  still  holding  the  office 
and  Miss  Louise  Lyman  was  acting  postmistress  from  July  11, 
1879  until  September  1,  1879.  At  this  time  Noah  B.  Safford  received 
the  appointment. 

Mr.  Safford  died  in  1886  and  Herbert  L.  Dutton  became  acting 
postmaster.  While  Herbert  Dutton  was  a  postal  clerk  he  issued  the 


166 


HISTORY  OF  HARTFORD 


Post  Office  Building  in  White  River 

first  postal  note  ever  made  out  in  the  Town  of  Hartford.  The  date 
of  this  transaction  was  Monday,  September  2,  1883. 

While  Noah  B.  Safford  was  postmaster  the  depot  was  torn  down 
and  the  post  office  was  given  a  place  in  a  shed  outside  of  the  depot. 
The  post  office  was  conducted  in  this  shed  for  ten  years.  Sanford  H. 
Potter  succeeded  Noah  B.  Safford  as  postmaster  taking  office  on 
April  31st,  1886. 

In  1890  Mae  Gates  had  the  old  Gates’  residence  moved  to  the 
vacant  lot  adjacent  to  the  Methodist  Church  and  built  the  Gates’ 
Block  now  in  the  central  part  of  the  village.  The  post  office  was 
then  moved  into  this  new  building.  In  the  Gates’  Block  the  post 
office  occupied  office  space  at  the  end  of  the  building  next  to  the 
Junction  House. 

At  the  time  of  the  move  Alexander  Davis  was  postmaster.  He 
held  this  office  from  1890  until  1894.  Charles  A.  Fitzpatrick  was 
the  next  postmaster,  serving  from  1894  until  1898. 

David  A.  Perrin  then  held  the  office  for  sixteen  years,  serving 
from  1898  until  1914.  The  postmaster  who  followed  Mr.  Perrin  was 
Maurice  J.  Walsh. 

Roscoe  Wilmot,  for  many  years  the  Town  Treasurer,  held  the 
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office  of  postmaster  for  five  months  in  1921.  The  appointment  then 
went  to  Carl  W.  Cameron,  who  held  the  office  through  March  of 
1935.  Mr.  Cameron  was  succeeded  by  Daniel  P.  Healey  who  retired 
in  1950,  Charles  A.  O’Brien  served  until  1956  and  Ernest  B.  Car¬ 
penter  became  acting  postmaster  until  August  1958  when  Harold  B. 
Wright,  the  present  postmaster,  received  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Wright,  the  present  postmaster,  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Maj.  David  Wright,  one  of  Hartford’s  early  inhabitants.  Maj. 
Wright  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  first  settled  in  Hartford  in  1771. 

Carrier  service  started  in  White  River  Junction  in  1917  and 
William  Ahern  was  one  of  the  first  carriers.  After  his  retirement 
Mr.  Ahern  served  the  town  as  Selectman,  an  office  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1939  and  reelected  in  1942.  He  died  June  15,  1943  while 
still  in  office. 

The  old  Col.  Nutt  residence  which  was  sold  to  George  Gates  and 
later  moved  by  Mae  Gates  to  the  lot  next  to  the  Methodist  Church 
was  eventually  sold  to  Miller  Automobile  Company.  This  building, 
White  River  Junction’s  first  post  office,  has  been  remodelled  and  is 
now  used  by  the  Miller  Automobile  Company  to  house  its  parts 
department. 

The  present  brick  post  office,  directly  opposite  the  hotel,  was 
erected  in  1934. 

The  oldest  established  post  office  in  the  Township  was  in  White 
River  Village  (Hartford).  The  initial  postmaster’s  appointment 
was  received  by  Joseph  Dorr  in  1806.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
postmasters  serving  the  village  and  the  term  served  by  each: 


Joseph  Dorr 

1806-1821 

Derrick  Stebbins 

1821-1824 

Andrew  Tracy 

1824-1827 

Phineas  Kimball 

1827-1832 

Oramel  H.  Nichols 

1832-1841 

Moses  French 

1841-1847 

Oramel  H.  Nichols 

1847-1850 

Justin  Brooks 

1850-1875 

Willis  S.  Brooks 

1875-1881 

Allen  L.  Pease 

1881-1884 

Nellie  L.  Brooks 

1884-1915 

William  F.  Braley 

1915-1933 

Mildred  A.  Dailey 

1933-1960 

Catherine  Gibbs,  acting 

1960-1961 

Catherine  A.  Dailey 

1961- 
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Kingdom  Hall  of  Jehovah’s  Witnesses 

JEHOVAH’S  WITNESSES 


The  local  congregation  of  the  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  met  at  the 
residence  of  Alfred  Blake  on  the  North  Hartland  road  for  the  first 
time  in  1934. 

Seven  years  later,  in  1941,  the  Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  South 
Royalton,  Springfield,  and  White  River  Junction,  Vermont,  con¬ 
gregations  were  formed  from  this  group. 

The  White  River  congregation  met  after  this  reorganization  in 
the  Pease’s  Block  in  Hartford,  Vermont. 

The  church  on  the  North  Hartland  road  was  built  on  land  pur¬ 
chased  from  Winsor  Brown  in  1961.  With  the  exception  of  the 
foundation  and  chimney  the  entire  building  was  built  by  members 
of  the  congregation. 

The  presiding  minister,  at  the  present  time,  is  Mr.  Norman 
Beauchene  of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Beauchene  has  served 
as  pastor  of  the  White  River  Junction  congregation  for  the  past 
seventeen  years. 
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Union  Street  After  Hurricane 

THE  HURRICANE 


On  Wednesday,  September  28,  1938,  communities  in  this  area 
suffered  many  thousands  of  dollars  damage  from  a  hurricane.  Trees 
were  uprooted  in  all  the  villages  striking  dwellings  and  cutting 
power  and  telephone  lines. 

The  hurricane  struck  White  River  Junction  and  the  immediate 
vicinity  shortly  after  six  o’clock  in  the  evening.  Ripping  through 
the  village  streets  the  high  winds  toppled  trees  blocking  the  roads 
in  all  directions.  Barnes  Avenue,  Gates  Street,  and  Union  Street 
were  a  mass  of  fallen  timber. 

The  fire  department  responded  to  a  fire  near  Teddy’s  Diner 
and  another  near  the  Texaco  plant  which  were  caused  by  broken 
power  lines. 

Much  concern  was  caused  by  the  rising  water  of  the  White  River 
and  people  living  on  the  river  banks  moved  out  during  the  evening. 
However,  water  got  into  only  a  few  cellars,  the  crest  remaining 
seven  feet  below  the  flood  of  1927. 
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The  Lyric  theatre  billboard  was  blown  over  and  several  doors 
were  broken  in  the  Gates’  Block  and  the  Hotel  Coolidge.  The  chim¬ 
neys  on  the  Coolidge  Garage  and  those  on  Cross-Abbott  Company 
toppled  over  before  the  force  of  the  gale. 

In  Hartford  village  electric  service  was  off  for  two  nights.  There 
were  fallen  trees  in  many  sections  of  the  village. 

Wilder  lost  many  of  its  fine  shade  trees  and  several  buildings 
were  damaged. 

Fire  alarm  circuits  were  broken  all  over  town. 

The  village  recovered  quickly  from  this  experience.  Most  of  the 
services  returned  to  normal  by  Sunday. 


VETERANS  ADMINISTRATION  CENTER 

In  1935,  in  order  to  provide  better  care  for  the  Veterans  of 
Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  the  Veterans  Administration  made 
known  its  desire  for  a  centralized  site  where  a  hospital  might  be 
erected  to  serve  the  two  states.  Several  villages  offered  sites  but 
the  superior  railroad  and  bus  service  made  available  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  by  White  River  Junction  influenced  the  Government’s  decision 
in  favor  of  this  village. 

On  December  2,  1935,  a  special  town  meeting  was  called  at  which 
time  an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  was  approved 
to  purchase  land,  the  location  to  be  selected  by  the  Government. 

A  176-acre  site  was  purchased  containing  lands  belonging  to  five 
owners.  Forty-three  acres  were  secured  from  Mrs.  Mira  Shirley, 
94  acres  from  Arthur  Southwick,  20-25  acres  from  Green  Mountain 
Studios,  Inc.,  10  acres  from  Alfred  E.  Watson,  and  6  acres  from 
Albert  E.  and  Clarence  L.  Wood.  The  deeds  were  presented  to  the 
Government  on  June  25,  1936. 

On  April  6,  1937  the  building  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Engineering  Company,  Newport  News,  Virginia.  Work 
started  shortly  afterwards,  and  the  hospital,  boiler  plant  and  water 
tank  were  completed  in  September  of  1938.  The  hospital  was 
dedicated  on  October  16,  1938,  and  the  first  patient  was  admitted 
the  following  day. 

A  garage,  warehouse,  and  a  wing  containing  two  wards  was 
completed  in  1939.  Continuing  the  building  program,  a  local  con¬ 
tractor,  Trumbull-Nelson  Company,  built  a  nurses’  home  and 
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Veterans  Administration  Hospital  Building 


attendant’s  quarters  the  same  year.  Quarters  for  the  manager  were 
built  in  1942. 

Following  World  War  II  twenty-six  quonset  huts  were  erected 
to  provide  space  for  the  expanding  veterans  program.  Thirteen  of 
these  huts  were  removed  in  1958  after  the  completion  of  a  new 
administration  building. 

By  Act  of  Congress,  approved  March  29,  1956,  58.6  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  176  acres  were  returned  to  the  Town  of  Hartford  by  a  deed 
dated  April  24,  1957. 

Mr.  George  B.  Kolk,  first  manager  of  the  Center,  retired  in 
August  of  1944  because  of  failing  health.  Col.  L.  C.  Chapman  was 
appointed  manager  and  filled  that  position  for  one  year.  In  1945, 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Jacobs  assumed  the  manager’s  duties  and  the  Center 
has  operated  under  his  direction  for  the  past  eighteen  years. 

From  October  17,  1988  through  December  81,  1962,  a  total  of 
68,626  patients  have  received  treatment  at  this  hospital. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR 


REVOLUTIONARY  WAR 


The  following  named  soldiers,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  are 
buried  in  the  cemeteries  of  Hartford : 


Luther  Bartholomew 
Samuel  Bailey 
Nathan  Cobb 
Joseph  Fenno 
Phineas  Russ 
Stephen  Tilden 
Elihu  Woodward 
Elijah  Kibbie 
Roger  Huntington 
William  Champlin 


Christian  Street  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Centerville  Cemetery 
Russtown  Cemetery 
Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 
Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 
Junction  Cemetery 
Russtown  Cemetery 
Quechee  Cemetery 


WAR  OF  1812 


List  of  Soldiers  of  the  war  of 

Shelden  Bartholomew 
Philip  Sprague 
John  Freeman 
Ulysses  Johnson 
Solomon  Lombard 
James  Tracy 
Josiah  Tilden 
Stephen  Tilden 
George  Washburn 
Elijah  Kibbie,  2nd 
Roger  Huntington* 

Alvah  Ryder 
Solomon  Hazen 
Seth  Fuller* 

*Who  also  served  in  the  War  o 


1812,  buried  in  Hartford: 

Christian  Street  Cemetery 
Christian  Street  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Russtown  Cemetery 
Quechee  Cemetery 
Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 
Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 
Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 
Junction  Cemetery 
Junction  Cemetery 
Russtown  Cemetery 
Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 
Christian  Street  Cemetery 
Christian  Street  Cemetery 

the  Revolution. 


MEXICAN  WAR 


In  the  War  with  Mexico: 

Myron  T.  Strong  Centre  of  Town  Cemetery 


WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION 


List  of  those  who  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion: 


William  H.  Allard,  Co.  C,  6th  Vt. 

Henry  C.  Alexander,  1st  Vt.  Battery 
Albert  L.  Bartholomew,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 
George  F.  Bemis,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Elmer  Bragg,  9th  New  Hampshire  Vols. 
Franklin  Boyd,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 


Hartford  Street  Cemetery 
Quechee  Cemetery 
Christian  Street  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Quechee  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
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George  B.  Brockway,  Co.  H,  16th  Vt. 

John  Cuthbert,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Charles  C.  Davis,  Co.  H,  11th  Vt. 

William  H.  Downer,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Horace  Dutton,  Co.  H,  11th  Vt. 

Harry  Durphy,  Co.  C,  6th  Vt. 

Arthur  M.  French,  Co.  H,  11th  Vt. 

Frank  Gallagher,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Henry  L.  Jones,  Co.  C,  6th  Vt. 

Thomas  S.  Hodson,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

George  Kibbie,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Edward  Lyman,  Co.  F,  1st  U.S.S. 

Frank  Morrill,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Albourn  Nash,  Co.  F,  52nd  Mass. 

Robert  Orr,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Edward  Richards,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Leonard  Rowland,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Lucian  A.  Ryder,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

George  H.  Tambling,  Co.  G,  4th  Vt. 

Lorenzo  C.  Thurston,  Co.  H,  16th  Vt. 

James  W.  Thomas 

Nelson  Whitcomb,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

Willis  Whitcomb,  Co.  F,  3rd  Vt. 

John  Greenwood,  Co.  H,  11th  Vt. 

Edward  Nash,  1st  U.S.S. 

Engeddie  B.  Udall 

Mahlon  M.  Young,  Capt.  7th  Vt. 

Harvey  Bartholomew,  Co.  B,  4th  Vt. 
William  Hazen,  Co.  G,  16th  Vt. 

Henry  O.  Washburn,  Co.  C,  6th  Vt. 
Benjamin  Howe,  Capt.  5th  New  Hampshire 
Patrick  Kavanaugh 
Benjamin  F.  Eaton,  Asst.  Surg. — N.H. 
Thomas  Moran,  17th  U.S.  Inf. 

Jasper  H.  Savage,  Co.  G,  16t.h  Vt. 


Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Quechee  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Quechee  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Buried  on  the  Field 
West  Hartford  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Quechee  Cemetery 
West  Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Buried  on  the  Field 
Buried  on  the  Field 
West  Hartford  Cemetery 
West  Hartford  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Catholic  Cemetery 
Meriden  Cemetery 
Hartford  Cemetery 
Christian  Street  Cemetery 


The  list  of  the  honored  dead  of  the  Town  of  Hartford  and  their  place  of 
burial  was  included  in  the  program  issued  at  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the 
Soldiers  Monument  on  Memorial  Day,  May  30th,  1893.  This  monument,  erected 
by  the  Loyal  Club,  was  originally  placed  at  the  highest  point  in  the  Hartford 
Cemetery.  Recently  the  monument  has  been  moved  to  the  west  end  of  the 
upper  level  in  the  cemetery. 
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On  Memorial  Day,  May  30,  1963,  special  exercises  were  held  on 
the  lawn  of  the  Municipal  Building  dedicating  the  new  memorial 
honoring  the  veterans  of  all  wars. 

In  1898  when  this  country  was  involved  in  the  war  with  Spain, 
Hartford  furnished  fifteen  enlistments. 


Honor  Roll 

SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR 
1898 


Beaudett,  Fred  W. 
Beaudett,  Joseph  F. 
Brown,  Arthur  E. 
Coutermarsh,  Henry  W. 
Gienty,  Daniel  H. 
Hodette,  Joseph 
Hough,  George  H. 
LaPorte,  Nelson  J. 
Oldenburg,  John  F. 
Roberts,  Frank  I. 

St.  John,  William 
Sears,  John  J. 

Starr,  William  F. 

Stone,  John  C. 

Sullivan,  Daniel  P. 


Hartford 
Hartford 
West  Hartford 
Hartford 

White  River  Junction 
White  River  Junction 
White  River  Junction 
White  River  Junction 
Hartford 
Hartford 

White  River  Junction 
Wilder 

White  River  Junction 
White  River  Junction 
White  River  Junction 


The  honor  roll  of  veterans  of  World  War  I  standing  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Municipal  Building  contains  a  total  of  284  names. 
Of  this  total  seven  died  in  action  or  of  disease  while  in  the  service. 

Records  from  the  Adjutant  General's  Office,  State  Veteran's 
Board,  Montpelier,  Vermont,  indicates  that  Hartford  furnished  745 
enlisted  men  in  World  War  II.  This  list  is  incomplete,  containing 
only  those  who  applied  for  Vermont  State  pay  or  bonus.  This  list 
does  not  include  Commissioned  Officers.  There  were  twenty-four 
casualties. 
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Portion  of  Green  Mountain  Box  and  Lumber  Company 


THE  GREEN  MOUNTAIN  BOX  AND  LUMBER  COMPANY 

The  Green  Mountain  Box  and  Lumber  Company  was  started  by 
Frank  M.  Gilman  in  Tunbridge,  Vermont,  in  1941.  Mr.  Gilman 
moved  the  business  to  White  River  Junction  in  1943,  locating  on 
land  at  the  south  end  of  the  village  between  the  Boston  &  Maine 
railroad  yards  and  the  Connecticut  River.  This  site  was  at  one  time 
occupied  by  a  box  plant. 

The  buildings  of  the  Green  Mountain  Box  and  Lumber  Company 
were  completely  destroyed  by  fire  Sunday,  June  10,  1951.  The  fire, 
which  started  in  the  boiler  room,  mushroomed  so  rapidly  as  to 
threaten  the  south  portion  of  the  village.  Local  firemen,  assisted 
by  neighboring  fire  departments,  managed  to  contain  the  blaze. 

Construction  of  a  new  plant  was  commenced  before  the  embers 
were  cooled.  The  present  plant  is  continually  being  modernized  to 
keep  abreast  of  technical  improvements.  The  growth  of  the  com¬ 
pany  has  been  constant.  Sales  and  purchases  are  made  throughout 
the  nation.  At  the  present  time,  this  firm  is  one  of  the  largest  manu¬ 
facturers  and  wholesale  distributors  of  lumber  and  building  sup¬ 
plies  in  the  Northeast. 
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Green  Mountain  Studio  Fire 

GREEN  MOUNTAIN  STUDIO  FIRE 

At  3  :00  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  November  21,  1946,  a  fire  of  undeter¬ 
mined  origin  completely  gutted  the  building  of  The  Green  Mountain 
Studios,  Inc.,  causing  damage  estimated  at  $40,000. 

Firemen,  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Fred  A.  Hutchinson, 
battled  the  stubborn  blaze  for  two  and  one-half  hours  before 
bringing  it  under  control.  Valuable  wood-working  equipment  was 
saved  by  Richard  G.  Miller,  son  of  the  owner,  who  entered  the 
blazing  building  at  considerable  risk  and  also  closed  a  fireproof 
door  preventing  the  flames  from  reaching  lacquer  and  other  inflam¬ 
mable  material  of  a  highly  explosive  nature. 

The  following  day,  after  the  fire  had  been  extinguished,  firemen 
with  wrecking  bars  tore  down  the  charred  walls  of  the  building. 

Herbert  Miller,  owner  of  the  firm,  did  not  rebuild  but  moved  the 
business  to  an  adjacent  building  where  operation  was  resumed 
within  a  month.  Later  a  low,  flat-top  storage  building  was  built  on 
the  foundation  of  the  old  studio. 
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Ruins  of  Teddy’s  Hotel 

TEDDY’S  HOTEL  FIRE 


Shortly  after  eleven  o’clock  on  the  night  of  March  6,  1949  the 
White  River  Junction  fire  department  was  called  to  fight  a  fire 
which  completely  gutted  Teddy’s  Hotel  on  Main  street.  This  hotel 
contained  several  business  establishments  and  forty  hotel  rooms. 

The  building  was  erected  in  the  1880’s  and  had  been  known  at 
various  times  as  the  Smith-Bagley  Block,  The  Waverly  House,  The 
American  House,  The  Adams  House,  and  Teddy’s  Hotel. 

Immediately  after  World  War  II  the  entire  second  floor  of  the 
building  was  occupied  by  offices  of  the  Veterans  Administration. 
This  space  had  been  vacated  by  the  Government  a  short  time  before 
the  fire. 

Businesses  occupying  space  in  the  building  at  the  time  were  a 
music  store  called  The  Record  Album,  Larry’s  Fruit  Store,  Fern’s 
Barber  Shop,  and  Teddy’s  Grill. 

Shortly  after  the  fire  the  ruins  were  cleared  and  a  one-story 
building  erected.  The  hotel  business  was  abandoned  and  the  new 
building  is  at  present  occupied  by  a  restaurant  and  several  business 


concerns. 
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Bible  Institute 


THE  BIBLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
AND  BIBLE  INSTITUTE  OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

In  1956  a  Bible  class  was  started  in  the  home  of  Fred  Terino  on 
Hazen  street  in  White  River  Junction.  The  group  who  attended 
the  class  decided  to  form  a  church  and  rented  the  Gates’  Library 
hall  for  its  services.  This  group  organized  and  incorporated  as  the 
Bible  Baptist  Church. 

On  February  18,  1958,  shortly  after  his  death,  the  beautiful 
home  of  Attorney  Roland  E.  Stevens  was  sold  by  the  estate  to  the 
Bible  Baptist  Church  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  worship  and  a  par¬ 
sonage.  This  home  was  built  by  Ephraim  Morris  owner  of  the 
Hartford  Woolen  Company  and  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Morris’ 
daughter,  Annie  (Morris)  Stevens,  wife  of  Attorney  Stevens. 

At  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  Stevens’  property  the  North¬ 
eastern  Gospel  Crusade  voted  into  existence  the  Bible  Institute  of 
New  England,  a  school  for  training  Christian  workers  for  the  min¬ 
istry.  The  school  operated  the  first  year  as  an  evening  school  with 
a  full  curriculum  and  seven  full-time  students.  (The  present  enroll- 
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ment  is  twenty-seven.)  Students  have  come  from  Arizona,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  all  the  New  England 
States. 

The  former  fish  hatchery  buildings  on  the  North  Danville  road 
in  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  were  purchased  by  the  Northeastern 
Gospel  Crusade,  Inc.,  in  October  of  1962,  and  will  be  converted  into 
a  Bible  Institute.  The  new  institute  is  scheduled  to  be  opened  in 
September  of  1963.  The  institute  in  Hartford  will  be  closed.  The 
church  plans  to  conduct  services  in  some  other  location  in  the 
Township.  Tentatively,  the  Institute  plans  to  sell  the  local  buildings. 


“OLD  494” 

Hartford’s  Memorial  Engine,  “Old  494”  was  built  in  1892.  Al¬ 
though  the  engine  made  its  last  run  in  1938,  events  that  brought 
it  to  its  eventual  resting  place  in  White  River  Junction  started  in 
1933.  Early  that  year  a  Club  was  formed  in  Boston  whose  principal 


Engine  and  Caboose  on  Municipal  Grounds 
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interest  was  railroading.  News  of  the  existence  of  the  Club  soon 
spread  and  membership  increased  rapidly.  In  1935  the  club  was 
incorporated  as  “The  Railroad  Enthusiasts”.  Three  years  later  The 
Railroad  Enthusiasts  obtained  possession  of  “Old  494”  and  imme¬ 
diately  groomed  it  for  exhibition  at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  of 
1939.  After  the  Fair  the  old  engine  was  retired  and  stored  at  the 
Fitchburg  and  Lowell  Yards. 

Owning  an  engine  presented  quite  a  problem  and  in  1954  the 
Club  decided  to  search  for  a  permanent  home  for  the  old  engine. 
They  wanted  to  put  it  where  it  would  have  some  significance.  A 
United  Press  story  telling  of  “Old  494”  and  the  search  for  a  home 
went  out  over  the  wires  and  appeared  in  the  local  paper  “The 
Valley  News.”  There  were  several  requests  for  the  engine  but  the 
Hartford  Chamber  of  Commerce  had  moved  first  and  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  “The  Railroad  Enthusiasts”  in  1954  the  Club  voted  to 
give  the  engine  to  White  River  Junction.  At  the  Hartford  Town 
Meeting  of  1955  the  people  of  Hartford  approved  of  the  project  and 
in  September  of  1956  the  engine  arrived  at  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  Yards  in  West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  where  it  was 
stored  for  the  winter. 

On  April  29,  1957,  the  track  was  arranged  and  the  old  engine 
was  moved  to  its  location  near  the  Municipal  Building.  Dedication 
exercises  were  held  on  July  27,  1957.  The  Hartford  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  in  conjunction  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  also  secured  a 
caboose  to  add  to  the  engine.  This  was  in  the  process  of  being 
painted  and  renovated  at  the  time  of  the  dedication  and  was  added 
to  the  engine  a  short  time  afterwards. 

“Old  494”  has  become  a  big  attraction.  White  River  Junction 
owes  its  existence  to  the  railroads  and  “Old  494”  is  a  permanent 
symbol  of  the  industry  that  created  the  village. 
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PLANNING  COMMISSION — TOWN  OF  HARTFORD 

A  Planning  Commission  was  authorized  by  vote  of  the  townspeople  at  the 
1955  annual  town  meeting.  On  March  15  of  that  year  the  Selectmen  announced 
the  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  Commission  as  follows: 

Henry  F.  Black,  Chairman 
Marcus  J.  Pippin 
Frank  Gilman 
J.  Henry  Beauregard 

Regulations  concerning  a  planning  commission  specify  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  or  some  other  town  official  shall  be  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group  during  his  term  of  office.  On  the  first  commission  Cyril  Ryan, 
one  of  the  Selectmen,  acted  in  this  capacity. 

As  an  initial  step  a  “Planning  Program  Outline — For  the  Town  of  Hartford, 
Vermont”  was  secured  from  the  Northeast  Planning  Associates  of  Charlotte, 
Vermont. 

To  operate  a  planning  program  successfully  it  was  necessary  that  the  plan¬ 
ning  commission  obtain  a  “comprehensive  plan”.  An  appropriation  of 
$12,000  for  this  purpose  was  approved  by  the  voters  at  the  town  meeting 
of  1956.  During  the  same  year  an  application  for  State  and/or  Federal  funds 
to  match  Town  funds  was  submitted  as  part  of  the  program.  It  was  the  under¬ 
standing  at  that  time  that  not  more  than  $4,000  was  to  be  raised  and  spent 
in  any  one  calendar  year  and  any  funds  not  expended  prior  to  April  1,  1960, 
was  to  revert  to  the  Town’s  general  fund. 

In  May,  1957,  the  commission  was  advised  that  federal  funds  had  been 
allocated  for  a  matching  program.  It  was  not  until  August  of  that  year  that 
information  was  received  to  the  effect  that  funds  had  actually  been  made 
available.  Planning  firms  were  then  consulted  and  the  firm  of  A.  Carl  Stelling 
Associates  of  West  Hartford,  Connecticut,  was  selected.  The  contract  provided 
for  the  preparation  of  base  maps  of  the  town  and  the  populated  areas;  for 
regional  studies  of  surrounding  towns;  for  traffic,  land  use,  populations  and 
economic  studies;  and  particularly  for  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive 
plan  relative  to  possible  zoning  and  sub-division  regulations  and  other  require¬ 
ments  of  a  well-rounded  planning  program. 

During  the  summer  of  1958  a  Zoning  Commission  was  appointed  with  John 
Brockway,  local  attorney,  as  chairman.  This  group  met  at  regular  intervals 
with  the  Town  Planning  Commission  for  detailed  study,  modifications,  and 
recommendations  for  the  zoning  regulations  as  prepared  by  the  Consultants. 

Judge  Henry  Black  resigned  as  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Commission  in 
December  of  1958  and  Frank  M.  Gilman  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

At  a  special  meeting  in  July  of  1959  the  Planning  Commission  reviewed 
and  accepted  the  completed  work  and  plans  of  the  Consultants.  At  another 
special  meeting  in  December  of  that  year  the  subject  of  an  Urban  Renewal 
Program  for  the  Town  of  Hartford  was  discussed. 

Three  items  were  drafted  and  presented  to  the  voters  at  the  town  meeting 
of  1960  for  their  consideration: 

1.  The  acceptance  of  the  comprehensive  plan  for  the  Town  of  Hartford. 

2.  The  employment  of  a  professional  firm  to  make  an  application  to  the 
Federal  Urban  Renewal  Agency  for  a  study  of  the  business  section  of  the 
village  of  White  River  Junction  for  an  Urban  Renewal  Program. 

3.  The  presentation  and  acceptance  of  the  zoning  regulations. 

All  the  above  items  were  approved  and  an  Urban  Renewal  Program  was  put 
into  operation. 
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Following  the  recommendations  of  the  planning  consultants,  Fire  Districts 
Number  1  and  Number  2  were  merged.  The  Dewey’s  Mills  area  was  converted 
into  a  picnic  and  recreation  area  through  the  efforts  of  the  Vermont  Water 
Resources  Board. 

In  January  of  1961  Frank  M.  Gilman  resigned  as  chairman  and  also  as  a 
member  of  the  commission.  Robert  Blanchard,  another  member,  was  then 
appointed  chairman  and  Raymond  Dancoes  was  selected  as  the  fourth  member. 

Many  items  have  been  brought  before  the  planning  commission  for  considera¬ 
tion  such  as  modifications  and  changes  to  zoning  regulations,  plans  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  school  system,  and  recommendations  for  highway  changes. 

The  commission  was  actively  responsible  for  securing  the  approval  of  a  new 
post  office  for  the  area. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  commission  to  correct  the  towns  present-day  problems 
and  to  prevent  their  reoccurrence;  to  meet,  by  sound  planning  and  prepara¬ 
tion,  the  changing  needs  of  the  near  future;  and,  adhering  to  a  comprehensive 
program  of  improvement,  prepare  for  the  anticipated  needs  of  more  distant 
days. 

Serving  on  the  Planning  Commission  at  the  present  time  are: 

Rodney  Akers,  Chairman 
Francis  Drown 
Raymond  Dancoes 
John  Rogenski 

Byron  Hathorn,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  is  the  Town  official 
working  with  the  group. 

In  July,  1963,  the  Planning  Commission  contracted  the  services  of  Hans 
Klunder  Associates  of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  to  update  the  Town  Com¬ 
prehensive  Plan  to  1963. 


URBAN  RENEWAL 

The  Federal  Government  first  became  interested  in  slum  clearance  and  urban 
renewal  as  early  as  1892  when  Congress  appropriated  $20,000  for  investigat¬ 
ing  slum  conditions  in  cities  with  a  population  of  over  200,000. 

Interest  in  living  conditions  was  renewed  in  1937  when  Congress  passed  the 
United  States  Housing  Act.  This  act  assisted  cities  to  build  low-rent  housing 
for  low-income  families. 

The  Housing  Act  of  1949  authorized  the  Federal  Government  to  help  cities 
remove  slums  and  rebuild  in  accordance  with  sound  planning.  The  program 
has  been  amended  and  broadened  extensively  since  that  date.  It  now  offers 
communities  an  opportunity  to  clear  blight  areas,  repair  and  modernize  existing 
areas,  and  install  necessary  public  improvements. 

Realizing  the  need  for  the  White  River  Central  Business  District  to  correct 
its  present  blight  and  crowded  condition,  the  Town  of  Hartford  decided  to 
participate  in  the  program.  It  organized  the  local  Urban  Renewal  Agency  on 
July  5,  1960,  to  provide  a  program  to  renew  the  Central  Business  District. 
The  local  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  were: 

Laurence  F.  Chase,  Chairman 
Andre  Rocheleau,  Vice-Chairman 
Charles  Powden,  Secretary-Clerk 
Charles  Fellows 
Everett  H.  Chase 
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Mr.  John  W.  Brockway,  local  attorney,  is  Legal  Council.  The  Executive 
Director  for  the  agency  is  Albert  A.  Schaal  of  Quechee,  Vermont. 

A  survey  and  planning  application  was  submitted  on  October  15,  1961.  This 
culminated  in  a  contract  with  the  United  States  Government  on  August  14, 

1962,  and  on  September  24  of  that  year  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan 
Application  Funds  were  received.  The  local  office  at  21  Gates  street  was 
opened  October  15,  1962. 

First  priority  in  the  renewal  plan  is  the  Gates  Park  Renewal  Project.  The 
survey  and  planning  program  for  this  area  is  expected  to  start  September  1, 

1963.  The  program  will  cover  a  period  of  approximately  twelve  months,  after 
which  the  finished  plan  will  be  presented  to  the  voters  for  their  approval. 

The  new  interstate  highways,  89  and  91,  which  will  cross  within  the  town¬ 
ship  gives  Hartford  a  rare  opportunity  for  future  development.  The  citizens 
concerned  with  urban  renewal  and  town  planning  predict  a  bright  future  for 
this  area. 

These  enthusiastic  individuals  are  building  an  attractive,  progressive  area 
which  will  interest  visitors,  invite  trade,  and  promote  the  economic,  civic,  and 
personal  welfare  of  every  citizen  in  the  township. 


1960  CENSUS 

Hartford 

1,687 

White  River  Junction 

2,546 

Wilder 

1,322 

Quechee 

500 

West  Hartford 

300 

Township 

6,355 
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